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Prarthana

Surya Deva
faRameT @1 cgAAH: GURE: WSiaed! AT 3ERTE: |
Sl @ R AR SuvehaT Y TR

visvaha tva tsumanasa: sucaksusa: prajavantd anamiva anagasa: |

Effulgent One! You appear day in and day out as our friend; may we pay obeisance to you,
being powered with the light of wisdom from you. May we never fall ill, may we never commit
sins, may all of us in this world receive from you perfect eyesight, good hearts and good heirs.
Bless us so that as we achieve all this, we shall worship you as the Supreme Head of the
Universe! (Rig Veda Surya Suktam; 10.37.7)
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Acharya Sandesham

Lord Paramashiva incarnated in Kalady as Sri Adi Shankara Bhagavatpada, expounded
the Advaita Siddhanta to the masses and brought about the welfare of the masses. The
Jagadguru clarified that Advaita Siddhanta did not originate from Sri Adi Shankaracharya. It has
been stated in the Vedas. Sri Adi Shankaracharya expounded it but did not postulate it. Sri
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Gaudapada Himself has said — ARITATIAE gddH 3gdd TATI:.
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Srt Srt Srt Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji and
Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram @
Vedapuri, Theni on May 31 - June 1,2012 (Vijaya Yatra)

The Vedas declare in many places the Mithyatva of Dvaita. However, Dvaita is accepted
from the Vyaavahaarika (empirical) standpoint. We only reject Dvaita from the Paaramaarthika
(absolute) standpoint. This is where Dvaitins raise objections against Advaita and ask questions
such as, “How do you associate Mithyatva to everything? Are you Mithya? Is what you say
Mithya? Are the Vedas Mithya? Am | Mithya?” The Jagadguru explained that we accept the
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Vyaavahaarika Satyam (empirical reality) of everything — of you, of the Vedas, of the Karmas
enjoined therein and so on. We only state that the Paaramaarthika Satyam (Supreme Absolute
Reality) is only one.

As long as Brahma Jnana has not dawned, Karma has to be performed. There can be no

second thoughts about this as Sri Bhagavatpada Himself states — dal flcaarefiardre dgfed we
TISSIAE | Ay fatfaamaafa: s ISIdiH 1| — that the Vedas are to be

studied daily and the Vedic Karmas are to be observed with Shraddha. The Lord too states in
the Gita that Karmas performed without Shraddha do not yield any result —
IHELAT §el & AIE°d Hl T I |
3rqfecgead U o T AHT Al 58 1

The Jagadguru remembered how
Aryamba expressed to her husband,
Shivaguru, that their worshipping the Lord for
the sake of an offspring had to be further
intensified with greater Shraddha. Ultimately,
the Lord Himself incarnated as their son in the
form of Sri Adi Shankaracharya. The
Jagadguru emphasized that only for one who
has attained Brahma Jnana, the Vedic
injunctions do not hold — AU Y faer
I fafer: &I [N, We are far away from that
state. Even the scholarship of scholars and
Mahamahopadhyayas and their ability to quote
the scriptures and explain the nuances of the
Shastras, are for merely their livelihood and
not for Mukti —
AT AecTRY ATETATEATAPIATH |
A g qegdl e g FFT 1
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness
Mahasannidhanam Srt Srt Srt Bharati Tirtha
Mahaswamiji @  Chidbhavananda  Ashram
Vedapuri, Theni on May 31 - June 1,2012 (Vijaya
Yatra)

They have not been able to directly experience the Supreme Blissful state. However they
are not to be blamed, for that state can be attained only on the cessation of tendencies
(Vasanas) accumulated over a number of lifetimes. The Lord has stated in the Gita —
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31a3|cho1a-a-N-ilf<\-|q§N-dd\l ey O1T ?rﬁn{ I Hence until we directly experience the Supreme State,
the Karmas enjoined in the Shastras have to be performed.

The Jagadguru then explained why Vedanta disagrees that the performance of such
Karmas alone results in Mukti. Mukti refers to the state wherein you can have no more births, for
one takes birth only to experience the fruits of his Karma. The Karma referred to here has to be
either Kaamya Kamya or Nishiddha Karma, for Kaamya Karma leads one to Svarga while
Nishiddha Karma leads one to hell. The Mimamsaka argues that a person desirous of liberation
avoid all Kamya and Nishiddha Karma, and instead only perform Nitya and Naimittika Karmas,
as the avoidance of these two types of Karma leads to sin. Hence the Mimamsaka’s standpoint
is that when a person can get Mukti by performing only the Nitya and Naimittika Karmas and
avoiding Kaamya and Nishiddha Karmas, why is Jnana necessary for Mukti —

AT o Jadd a7 HrafAmee: |

A=A HaTd Yegarafsegrar i
Bhagavatpada has pointed out the fallacy in this line of thinking — o f§ STTHITIUIR=cRTel
HIEIATATNCERT: FalcHAT Tolel helTdcHTcAild e, FAYOTATATT FEATRIEEAT |1 It is not

possible for anyone to proclaim that he has refrained from all Kaamya Karma and Nishiddha
Karma from the time of his birth to the time of his death. This is because it is seen that even the
best of men commit subtle mistakes. The Manu Smriti says the observance of Pancha
Mahayajnas is necessary for a Grihastha (householder) as he commits 5 types of sins without
his knowledge.
T>HAT TEEYET ool UNTIUERT: |
FUSH TNeHFT TEI I AEIeT I

A sin remains a sin whether you commit it knowingly or unknowingly. If you touch fire, it is
going to burn your hand. It does not matter whether the one who touches fire is a child or an
adult, or does it knowingly or unknowingly — 3ifa=aaTi HEgser ggcda f§ drash:. Hence it is
impossible to state that one has never sinned. Moreover, this human body has been acquired
because of a portion of all the accumulated Punya and Paapa karmas. There is however a lot
more Karma to experience. One cannot dismiss that all the accumulated Karma has resulted in
our acquisition of this human body.

Contrastingly, the Karmas of a person who has attained Jnana, are burnt up for the Vedas,
the Supreme authority on these matters, clearly state so. The result of the good deeds of a
Jnani reach those who revere the Jnani, while the results of his sins go to those who insult him.
Sri Bhagavatpada has stated in His Upadesha Panchakam that such Jnana that can burn one’s
Karmas, can be had only by approaching a Guru —
e [deare]ug g di Fiafea deargesh Heddl, SeATmeRALId’

The Upanishads are filled with illustrations of disciples seeking the Guru — such as the six
students approaching Pippalada, Shaunaka seeking Angirasa — for acquiring Brahma Jnana. As
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a result of the attainment, the Bhashyakara (Sri Adi Shankaracharya) too has said Karmas are
burnt up — FTFRAYTIETIAT TG Rersgdre Bhagavan Veda Vyasa too has
stated in His Brahma Sutras — d& 8T StRYATEARN I deeauaeiTd - that on attainment
of Jnana, all Karmas are burnt up.
The Lord too has said in the Bhagavad Gita — I3l @ffiqetsFaeieamarchedssls | A=
ARHATTOT SEAAThHE AT I

As the blazing fire turns
firewood to ashes, O Arjuna, so
does the fire of knowledge burn
to ashes (all reactions to)
Karmas. Thus the Vedas, the
Brahma Sutras and the Gita
make it clear that Jnana alone
burns Karma and results in
liberation.
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His
Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Srt
Srt Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji @
Chidbhavananda Ashram Vedapuri,
Theni on May 31 - June 1,2012
(Vijaya Yatra)

The Jagadguru also pointed out many attend lectures on Vedanta but do so only for leisure
and not with the desire for Jnana. One must perform Nishkama Karma (actions without desire
for results) if one has to get intense “fafafewr” (desire to know the Truth). Thus Sri Adi
Shankaracharya has explained that Upasana and Karma have an important role to play in the
system of Advaita Siddhanta. Hence must always have reverence and devotion towards Sri Adi
Shankaracharya.

The Jagadguru stated that such is the sophistication of the Advaita philosophy propounded
by Sri Adi Shankaracharya, that even though many objections were raised against it (in the later
centuries), personages such as Sri Madhusoodana Saraswati and Sri Brahmananda Saraswati
uprooted all such objections by their works —

AYHEATHIASEATACILE 8T | HEHRISTAFI ST AT fisshveehiehc: 1

Salutations to Sri Madhusoodana Saraswati and Sri Brahmananda Saraswati who made the
regal path of Advaita thorn-free. The Jagadguru ended His Anugraha Bhashanam expressing
joy over the work being carried out by Swami Omkarananda in the propagation of the tenets of
the Advaita Siddhanta. Swami Omkarananda then received the special blessings of the
Jagadguru. The Jagadguru later performed the Sharada Chandramoulishwara Puja in the
Ashram premises. (Source :www.vijayayatra.com)
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The Path of Dharma Sastra

In this portion we are going to see "The Path of Dharma Sastra" in Question and Answer form.
For our doubts regarding "Dharma Sastra" , Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati,
Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni will guide us
according to Vedic Scriptures.
Question: Swamiji, what do the Sastras say, on the matter of what portion or percentage of
one’s earnings, should one set aside for Daanam/charity?
Answer: First of all, one should understand and realise, the importance of Daanam. Charity is
an important
Dharma for a
house holder.
Penance and
charity, have
been
ordained to
be the duties,
of a Sanyasi
and a house
holder,
respectively.
In the
nineteenth
Kural,
Thiruvalluvar
~ says that, if
" the rains fail,
| the penance
by the

Sanyasis, and the charities by the householders, cannot happen.

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Srt Srt Srt Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji and
Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram @
Vedapuri, Theni on April 15 - 17,2017 (Vijaya Yatra)

Srimad Bhagavad Gita 18-5: Yagna, charity and penance - these three should always be
strictly followed, as one’s duties, and should never be neglected. Lord Krishna says that, these
three purify a person.
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In the Mahabharata Ashwamedha Parva 14.90.96-97 it is said that, all the three of - a
person having one thousand rupees giving away one hundred rupees as charity, a person
having one hundred rupees giving away ten rupees as charity, and a penniless person giving
away water - will result in the same amount of punya.

In the Mahabharata it is said that, a person having ten cows should give away one as
Daanam, one having one hundred cows should give away ten cows as Daanam, and the one
having one thousand cows should give away one hundred of them as Daanam. Cows represent
one’s wealth.
So, one should
give ten percent

of one’s
earnings for
charity.

Skanda
Puranam -
Maheshwara
Kedara

Kandam12-32

says that, from
the wealth
earned through
Dharmic means,
one should set

aside ten
percent, for
performing

Punya Karmas and for the welfare of the society.

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Srt Srt Srt Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji and
Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram @
Vedapuri, Theni on May 31 - June 1,2012 (Vijaya Yatra)

In the Srimad Bhagavatam 8-19-37, Shukracharya teaches Bali Chakravarti that, one
should divide the total wealth earned, into five equal parts. The first part is for charity and
performing punya karmas. The second part is to be spent, on actions that would bring fame -
like social welfare purposes. The third portion is to be invested, so as to increase one’s wealth.
The fourth can be used, for one to enjoy the worldly pleasures. The fifth portion may be spent,
on one’s family and friends. Pandit Hemadri in his book Shiva Dharmam, gives almost the same
details. He says, one should divide one’s earnings into five parts. Three of those parts can be
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spent for one’s own livelihood. He adds that, since this worldly life is impermanent, the
remaining two parts should be given away as charity. It follows that, he also advocates the
same forty percent that was laid down in the Srimad Bhagavatam.

In the story book Vedala Panchavimshati, it is said as to how a warrior spends, the five
hundred gold coins that he has.

100 - towards household expenses
100 - for dress, cosmetics etc.
100 — to worship Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu
200 — towards charity to Brahmins and the needy

Al-Peruni, who came to India in year 1030, registers in his travel notes that, the Hindus
considered feeding the others, to be their daily duty. People in general, after having paid their
taxes from their earnings, gave away one-ninth of the portion that remains, towards charity.
They divided their income into three parts. One part was set aside as their savings. The second
part went towards their business. The third portion was by further split into three parts, from
which one part was given away as charity, the second towards general social purposes, and the
last part was spent on other expenses.The mental attitude that one has, while offering charity, is
very important. Shiksha Valli in the Taittiiya Upanishad says that, one should offer with
Shraddha. One should not offer with Ashraddha. One should give away in excess. One should
feel ashamed that, one does not have more, to offer as charity. One should be caring, and have
the fear that one will incur papa, if Daanam is not given. It should be an intellectual giving.

We should remember, what Lord Krishna has said in Srimad Bhagavad Gita 17.20, where
He teaches that, the Sattvika Daanam is one that is given - in the right place, at the right time,
being fully aware that the receiver would not be able to help in return, and given to the qualified
and deserving person. There are two lines of thought, that people generally have, when they
consider charity.1.Thinking that charity can be performed, after one earns a lot of wealth.
2.Postponing it to the year end, to get the tax benefits. We should bear in mind that, there is no
end to one’s greed. Charity is not to be done, to get any tax exemptions. Charity is our Dharma.
We should have the firm and strong belief that, it would benefit us, the society, as well as the
future generations. Giving Daanam is our duty. It is a highest form of virtue for one, to do away
even with the thought, that Danam has been given.

Sringeri Shri Sharada Pithadhipati Mahasannidhanam, Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamigal
was once told, “The Vel that you have presented in this temple, resembles the one that you had
presented last month, in another temple”. To this he replied, “Oh! Swami! We should always
remember the things that others have given us. We should forget, at that very moment,
whatever we give to others”! Oh! What a noble attitude! In Thirukkural, Thiruvalluvar has graced
us with two Adhikarams - Oppuravu Aridhal and Eegai - to stress the importance of Daanam.
Let us all realise the glory of Daanam, and experience the joy that it brings!
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6. : fhad a7 srafad ? (sa: kimartham tatra gaccati ?) — Why does he go there?
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7.9: S 3METddre ? (sa: kuta: agatavan ?) — Where did he come from?
8. {: PF IAde] ? (sa: kutra gatavan ?) — Where did he go?
9. are] HYUH 3Ed?(bhavan katham asti?) — How are you?
10. 31§ 9T (aham pathami) — | read.

11. 31§ o YaIfd (aham na pathami) — | don’t read

12. 31TH 37§ JSITH (Am aham pathami) — | do read

13. 37g# oIt (aham gacchami) — | go.

14. 9 Ir<dTH: (vayam gaccama:) - We go.

15. T@# 35 (tvam gacchasi) — You (singular) go.

16. JIH I<SY (ylyam gacchatha) — You (plural) go.

17. & TS (sa: gacchati) — He goes.

18. IT IrTdfd (sa gaccati) — She goes.

19. I IS (tat gacchati) — It goes.

20. @ Irafed (t& gaccanti) — They (masculine) go.

21. dr: 9T led (ta: gacchanti) — They (feminine) go.
22. dTfeY Ie&ied (tani gacchanti) — They (neuter) go.
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o T T R, sifazer Agne
JuAfa qumars, qur fagar wiesafa
ganfor, qaf sterfor geard o
FF HETHI. /Al 36/ ¥o-¥¢)
na niyojyasca vah sisya, aniyogé mahabhayeé |
yathamati yathapatham, tatha vidya phalisyati ||
sarvastaratu durgani, sarvo bhadrani pasyatu ||
(guru ké karttavya mahabha./$anti./327/47-48)

Vyasa tells his pupil-teachers what they must do
when they have their students before them. “You must
never ask your pupils to take up an undesirable or
hazardous job. Your students will be able to take
advantage from your instruction only according to their
abilities. My wish is that all may overcome the
difficulties they face and encounter only happy
occasions.”
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Srt Srt
Srt Vidhusekhara Bharatt Mahaswamiji@ Vedapuri, Theni
on April 15 - 17,2017 (Vijaya Yatra)
Education of Psychology

o SEIATKT Al 9@ FFdede Jegsad |

I ReASEaogdHid e
(T - AT FIT./2/%00/8)
na nanamasti n6 svah kastadvéda yaddbhutam |
an'yasya cittamabhisafcarényamutadhitam vinasyati ||
(siksa - manovijhana rg./1/170/1)

One who is unsure of himself today and will be at tomorrow, how then can one ever
believe such a wonderful person? The fickle minded have an unstable mind and whatever they
decide once, remains so uncertain that it eventually gets destroyed. It has been said too that
even a favour granted by such an individual may be harmful.

Contemptible — Irreligious act
A o Hel spEeyd @ e |
It e IEARfsTAT I |
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masya dharmé mano bhiyadadharmam sa nisévatam |
apatravarsi bhavatu yasyaryohumaté gatah ||
(nindaniya {adharmacarana} va.rama./ayodya.75/42)

Bharat tells Kaushalya, “Hey Mother! If Rama has been sent to the forest with my consent,
let me never feel at home in Dharma and be called an irreligious person! Let my charity be
received by the undeserving persons!”

Friendship — Test of a friend.
T A 7 FEf, Adaed &7 T 3
Tega FAaficararcrrieay Q@ o
(FAFar (A7 $r qfem 95T /AFH./000)
mitram kobi na kasyapi, nitantam na ca vairakrt |
drsyaté mitravidvastatkaryadvairi pariksitah ||
(mitrata {mitra ki pariksa} pafncata./mitrasam./111)
None is either a complete friend or an enemy. A friend becomes an enemy as a
consequence when something gets accidentally spoiled.

an e-magazine on advaita

Tradition — Advantage of Contentment
e HedNTadle, FFIERd 9 9¢ |
IeATeTRITe, & Faeasi gelsts 1
(FEPR-HEPIT (Heailel FT Hged)  aIIROTY)
anta:santosacittanam, sampadasti padé padé |
antarmalinacittanam, sukham svapnépi durlabham ||
(sanskara-sanskrti {santosa ka mahattva} narabharana/75)
Those who are contented, glory welcome them on each step. But the ones who have
blemish inside heart, for them happiness is unavailable even in their dreams.

Education - Its importance.
I FI afasr giyonforsr 4 |
freanferar = faqumerata weeh:
(e {facar =1 Ageay  fRETCAFITH/22/E)
an'yaiva kapi dhaninam dravipatmika sri: |
vidyatmika ca vidusamaparaiva laksmi: ||
(Siksa {vidya ka mahattva} bhiksatanakavyam/11/6)
For the rich their Laxmi is money but for the scholars it is learning alone, which is their
wonderful Laxmi.
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Golden Sayings of Jagadguru SrT Adi Sankaracharya

From this Shankara Jayanti Special, we are going to present a new article, “Golden Sayings of
Jagadguru Sr1 Adi Sankaracharya”, the collections from the works of Sr1 Adi Sankaracharya.

an e-magazine on advaita

Do not be attached and lost in a woman’s beauty, her bosom and area of the navel. Every
time you see them, think of them as only forms of flesh.
(Bhaja Govindam . 2)

Everything is produced by ignorance and dissolves in the wake of Knowledge. The various
thoughts (modifications of Antahkarana) must be the creator. Such is the Vicara.
(Aparoksanubhdti : 14)

Such a mental illusion as the fancying of a rope for a snake does not either originate from
or merge in the rope. Nor does the rope-snake originate in the mind and merge there, nor does
it do so from both (the rope and the mind)

(Commentary on Mandukyopanisad : 2.32)

Knowledge originates and dies; when knowledge originates, the Self becomes modified by
it; and when knowledge dies, the Self becomes nothing but an unmodified substance with its
intelligence destroyed.

(Commentary on Kenopanisad - Padabhasya : 2.4)
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