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Rg.2.23.1

Ganapathi, Chief of all Ganas, our respectful salutations to you! Oh, Supreme of all superior
beings, Lord of the Vedas, listen to our prayers; hasten to come and protect us! Oh,
Mahaganapathi, we offer you our humble prostrations.

We submit our efforts at the Holy Lotus feet of Jagadguru Sankaracarya His
Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Srt Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji and Jagadguru
Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Sri Sri Srt Vidhusekhara Bharatft
Mahaswamiji.

We submit our efforts at the Lotus feet of Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sﬁ
Srt Srt Bharatt Tutha Mahaswamiji and Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Srt Srt Srt
Vidhusekhara Bharatt Mahaswamiji
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Acharya Sandesham

In His Anugraha Bhashanam, the Jagadguru expressed joy at having inaugurated of the
marble statue of His Guru, Praatas-smaraneeya Jagadguru Sri Abhinava Vidyatirtha
Mahaswamiji in the serene atmosphere of the Pathashala. Gurubhaktamani
Ramasubrahmaneya Rajha has intense devotion towards Mahasannidhanam and has been the
recipient of His unbounded compassion.

Sri Adi Shankaracharya has said that three things are extremely rare and can be obtained

only by the Grace of the Lord by the fortunate one — a human birth, the intense desire for
liberation and the association of Mahapurushas. The Acharya has described a Mahapurusha as
ATl Fgleell fAqafed Tl qH-adedidied alod: |
ol T siersraToid SR gATsT AW aRIe: I

Mahatmas are equipoised, magnanimous and ever striving for the good of others. Even
though they are not duty bound, they would constantly take efforts to bring about the welfare of
others. All these characteristics were found in Our Guru. He had divine qualities such as Shama
(control of the mind) and Dama (sense control). He wished the welfare of all, and that everyone
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must remain devoid of suffering and stay happy. If He saw someone suffering, He would be
deeply moved by it and strove to remove that suffering. He undertook Vijaya Yatras solely for
the benefit of mankind. His first Vijaya Yatra was for a period of six years from 1956 to 1962.
But for this, the message of Sri Adi Shankaracharya and the greatness of the Sringeri Sharada
Peetham would not have spread. Once again, disregarding physical strain, He undertook
another four-year Vijaya Yatra from 1964 to 1968.
The association with Satpurushas brings about a
transformation in us. The noble qualities in them
also start manifesting in us by our continued
association with them. The Lord says in the
Bhagavad Gita that Jnanis having realized the Self,
will bestow Jnana on one who surrenders —
IugEdfed S A AfAAedcagiae: |
However it is not easy to find such Jnanis. Our #
Guru was one such rare personage. He was 3
blessed by Our Paramaguru, Jagadguru Sri
Chandrashekhara Bharati Mahaswamiji who is
well-known to be the equivalent of great Jnanis of
yore such as Sri Shuka and Sri Vamadeva. Our
Paramaguru was indeed a Parama Jnani and
Jivanmukta like Sri Sadashiva Brahmendra.

He wrote a commentary on Sri Adi Shankaracharya’s Vivekachidamani but had stopped
short of completing it. When our Guru requested Him to complete it, He replied — derciedr g
Wl?l?ﬁ: | AfeTaraaTH T Fl'l'?g'UT 3T = al'l"[“ﬂﬁ I —“l have said all that needs to
be said. The mind does not go anywhere else but wishes to remain in Nididhyasana”. Today, we
keep talking about Vedanta but Our Paramaguru brought it to practice. He indeed remained in
Nididhyasana that is defined as TASITARIYCIAAFARAGSTAITIIAIE: (uninterrupted
contemplation on the Self).

The Anugraha of such a Mahatma was received by Our Guru. Our Guru, Jagadguru Sri
Abhinava Vidyatirtha Mahaswamiji received Drishti Deeksha, Sparsha Deeksha and was taught
Vedanta personally by the Mahatma. The Mahatma transformed His disciple like Himself. Has
not Sri Adi Shankaracharya said —

Tl ofd TSeeAaadooy He INTATEr]:
TR Folow: T A TaR) EUAHLHAR |
o Tdicd Uy ARG T e TRy
Y 9 At dafa Asaaeds arsslfersi
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That is why Our Guru too had such greatness. He blessed a number of disciples and

Ramasubrahmaneya Rajha is one of such Shishyas.
Our Guru stressed that people must adhere to Svadharma and cultivate divine qualities
(daivi sampat) as the Lord

has said - a'Cﬂ'
HugfaaremT
TG #7T - divine

qualities lead to Moksha
while demoniac qualities
result in bondage. As the
Lord says in the Gita —
W mﬂa
Our Guru
mstructed dISCIpleS to have
compassion towards all
beings, to speak softly and
pleasingly. One must have shame when it comes to performing an act that is prohibited —
#T: and when one hears himself praised by others — E’;I'UTQHTEI'&IHUT ar

Once such a path of good is taken, there cannot be any chance for degradation. ArTEAY
sTrerefa.

While Moksha cannot be attained easily, one must not stray away from the path. Some
people become impatient and ask how long would it take to attain Moksha. They even get
frustrated and tend to give up. The Jagadguru said that one should not give up one’s efforts in
Sadhana but must persevere. If you start towards Kashi by foot, will you be able to reach Kashi
in a few days? You have to undertake efforts and must not give up midway. Hence people must
start to follow the path of righteousness and stick to it.

The Jagadguru remembered that the role played by Sri Ramasubrahmaneya Rajha during
the installation of the marble statue of His Guru after His Siddhi at the Adhishtanam in Sringeri.

The Jagadguru then expressed happiness over visiting the Veda Pathashala. Veda is the
Pramana (means of knowledge) and Prana (life-force) of Dharma. One whose duty is to study
the Vedas must study it. Similarly, one who is eligible to teach the Vedas must teach, and those
who can nurture and support the propagation of such Vedic education must do so. The
Jagadguru also pointed out that there was a time when Veda Ghosha was being heard in every
village and town of the nation. Now, at places such as these, an attempt is being made to revive
those days.
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The Jagadguru stressed that Aachara (rightful conduct) is very important and is the foremost
Dharma — 3T™R: TUAT ¢3:. The Veda must be studied in accordance to our tradition. Portions
of the Vedas that have been studied in the past must not be forgotten. Neither must the Veda be
recited by a Vidyarthi by looking at a book and quoted
the Shloka that states how the Vedas must not be
chanted —
el ol RewErd qur fRaues: |
AT HARUSYT YA UTSHIEHT: |1

The Jagadguru then spoke about the 3 books
released on the occasion. The first one is a Tamil
translation of the Bhashyam (commentary) written by Sri
Adi Shankaracharya on the Ishavasya Upanishad.
Though brief in nature, the commentary is very useful for
people who cannot completely study the Bhashyas.

The second book consists of two parts, of which the
first explains the meaning of the various titles of the
Sringeri Jagadguru (the Birudavali) in Tamil. The second
part contains the text and translation of the work,

mﬁmﬂaﬁm@ﬁ: — Brahmavid-aasheervaada-paddhatiH, by Jagadguru Sri Vidyaranya,
the 12th Acharya of the Sringeri Sharada Peetham. The Jagadguru mentioned that this work
beautifully explains that only the qualifications to attain Brahma Jnana, and Brahma Jnana are
important for a seeker. He must never have any longing for any kind of worldly desires.

The Jagadguru also spoke of the third released book whose print He had personally initiated.
The work titled aﬁlﬂw — Deshikashtakam, was written by late Krishnarayapuram
Shankara Deekshitar who had great sense control and belonged to the first batch of students
(1927-1933) of the Vedanta Pathashala at the Sringeri Shankara Math, Adi Shankara
Janmabhoomi Kshetram, Kalady. Sri Shankara Deekshitar had great reverence towards Sri Adi
Shankara Bhagavatpada and had penned an octad of verses on the Acharya concisely bringing
out the depiction given in the Acharya’s biography Sri Madhaviya Shankara Digvijaya. Sri
Deekshitar had written himself wrote descriptive notes for these eight verses in Sanskrit and
Tamil, which also have been printed in the book.

The Jagadguru stated that anyone who has even a little inclination towards Vedanta must
definitely study these three books.

Source: (vijayayatra.sringeri.net)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time continue=1277&v=BnALXKUXY7c
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The Path of Dharma Sastra

In this portion we are going to see "The Path of Dharma Sastra" in Question and Answer form.
For our doubts regarding "Dharma Sastra" , Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati,
Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni will guide us
according to Vedic Scriptures.

an e-magazine on advaita

1. Namaskaram Swamiji, Please clear our doubts and make us to start our journey in the
correct path to reach our goal in our life.

Our first question is What "Dharma
Sastra" means?

The word Dharma has got several
meanings. Dharma is one of the four
human goals. (Dharma, Artha, Kama
and Moksa). Dharma means Punyam,
in the context of human pursuits.
Dharma, is defined as that, which
sustains the harmony of the universe.
(WUTIT-[?IJ-'I'EF!IE:) (dharapat dharma
' ityahuh). Dharma refers to our duties,
! rituals, attitudes and values. Dharma is
also defined as - that which guides our
life, by prescribing the Do’s and Don’ts
and that which kindles us to do the
right and refrain from the wrong.

(e oraTomHf €3Y:) (codana laksanarthd dharmah)

Sastra is that, which teaches the best and offers protection to oneself. (f&a anfed HCIC]
T 3fa AEAA) (hitam $asti du:khat trayaté iti $astram). Dharma is broadly classified into
Samanya Dharma and Viéesa Dharma. (General and specific). Dharma Sastra refers to those
scriptures, which address the Jiva living in the human body and leads him in the right path. The
primary source of Dharma (Dharma JAana Sadhana or Dharma Pramana) is the first portion of
the Vedas, known as Karma Kanda.

The purpose of all the Smritis, Itihadsas and Puranas is to teach Dharma. It is very important
for every Jiva living in the human body, to know the essence of Dharma Sastra and follow that,
for gaining real peace and happiness. Dharma channelizes our thoughts, words and deeds.
Dharmic actions produce Punya, which is unseen. Even though one knows the Do’s and Don’ts
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through common sense, it is hardly applied. Hence, it is important to follow the words of the
scriptures.

aaﬁ@ﬂmwnﬂagwawnﬁﬂn (16-23)
TEATTSIEA TAOT of HIATsHRAcAaredal |

AledT AEATAUIANFT FH FAee 1l (16-24)
yah sastravidhimutsr tya vartaté kamakaratah ||
na sa sid'dhimavapnoti na sukham na param
~ gatim || (16-23)

. tasmacchastram pramanam te
karyakaryavyavasthitau |

jhatva sastravidhanoktam karma kartumihar'hasi
|l (16-24)

Bhagavan Sr Krsna says, “Having given up the
scriptural injunctions, he who lives according to the
impulse of desire attains neither purity, nor
happiness. He does not attain the supreme goal also.
Therefore, the scriptures are the source of knowledge
for you in determining the do’s and don’ts. Having
known the teaching of the scriptural injunctions, you
should do your duty here.”

2. Who are all eligible to follow this "Sastra"?

All human beings (Jivas living in the human bodies
are eligible to follow the Sastra). Dharma Sastras
prescribe general and specific rules and regulations for people from all background. Hence,
everyone is eligible.

3. Is there any age limitation or gender qualification or any specific restrictions to follow
this sastra?

Yes. The general Dharma is common for all. For specific Dharma (Visesa Dharma), there are
restrictions. In Vedic tradition, rituals are done, even before the child is born. Once a child is
born, several rituals starting from Jatakarma are done. There are specific duties/rituals
prescribed for each gender and every stage of life. For example, there are duties prescribed for
a Brahmachari (in studenthood) and there are another set of duties prescribed for a Grihastha
(house holder). The lifestyle, (as prescribed by the Sastras) of a Vanaprastha and Sannyasi are
also entirely different.
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Learn Sanskrit

Key to Transliteration and Pronunciation of Sanskrit Letters.

Sanskrit is a highly phonetic language and hence accuracy in articulation of the letters is
important. For those unfamiliar with the Devanagari script, the international transliteration is a
guide to the proper pronunciation of Sanskrit letters. The main concept of this unit is to learn
Sanskrit and get benefited through proper pronunciation of $lokas.

Vowel:

3 = a (but); 3T = &, (father); § =i (it); §'= [, T (beat); 3 =u (full); I3 =0 (poal); ®=Ru, r
(tthythm); % = 1 (marine); & = 1, % = ~IU (revelry); T = e (play); ¥ = ai (aisle); 3T = o (go); 3 =
au (loud).

Consonant:

h = ka (seek) 1; ¥ = kha (blockhead)*1; T = ga (get)1; ¥ = G,gha (loghut)*1; & = %a (sing)1.
d = ca, (chunk) 2; & = cha (catch him)*2; ol = ja (jump) 2; & = jha (hedgehog)*2; A = Aa
(bunch) 2.

€ = ta (true)*3; © = tha (anthill)*3; § = da (drum)*3; @ = dha (godhead)*3, T = na (under)*3.
d = ta (path); ¥ = tha (thunder)*4; § = da (that)*4; €T = dha (breathe)*4; T = na (nut)*4

T = pa (put) 5; ® = pha (loophole)*5; § = ba (bin) 5; & = bha (abhor)*5; & = ma (much) 5

I = ya (loyal); ¥ = ra (red); o = la (luck); d = va (vase); T = $a (sure); ¥ = sa (shun); § = sa
(so); & = ha (hum)

A =j~ja
& = kSha

w

o=~M

<+ = M,m anusvara (nasalization f preceding vowel).
<= H, hvisarga (aspiration of preceding vowel)

1. Gutturals - Pronounced from throat.
2. Palatals - Pronounced from palate.
3. Linguals - Pronounced from cerebrum.
4. Dentals - Pronounced from teeth.

5. Labials - Pronounced from lips.

The 5th letter of each of the above class---called nasals---are also pronounced nasally.
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First Guru
ae g T fagEr o
JifAcETeRcAfa dufa
{30 7% - BearTAalaTg/¢/2/R)

tenéyam trayi vidya varttateé |
omityasravayétyomiti sansati ||
{adi guru -

chandogyopanisad/1/1/9}

One who is described with the
word Om, and the One whose all
the three forms i.e. of the
Originator, Sustainer and Destroyer
being implicit in the term Om are
employed to pray to Him. Is is He
who has given birth to three forms
of truth viz Knowledge, Action and
Prayer, in the three Vedas Rig,
Yajur and Sama respectively. {Note: Atharvaveda is not mentioned separately because all the
three forms of knowledge are given in it.}

Duty of a householder
¥ T FFTed, eI |
TUTsSTARGIA, UTGHETTelAT o 11
HEUAT Tlewtamas, FasRARRT 7
TSR e, MfaecaredegrEr i
{TEETEH --- T, 8/93-¥y}
atithim tatra sampraptam, pujayétsvagatadina |
tathasanapradanéna, padapraksalanéna ca ||
sraddhaya cannadanéna, priyaprasnottaréna ca |
gacchatascanuyanéna, pritimutpadayédgrhi ||
{grhasthadharma --- para.smr.1/43-44}

It is the obligation of a householder to welcome a guest on his arrival, offer him a seat, and by
washing his feet honour him. Thereafter he should provide him with meal and ask him regarding
his welfare. On his departure the house-holder should walk behind him for some distance
showing his regard and affection.
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Leaving the Extremes
IHTed & Aol fAgT |
SIPRYT fAeer AsAgARE Tor T I
sy (3fa) aMfAe/sie

, atyantam snanam
Y : e : :

bhojanam nidram |

jagaranam nindam
Iobhamohasokan varjaya

Il

{ tyajya (ati) gobhila./3/1}

A student needs to avoid
all  extremes such as
gluttony (desire to eat more
than they need), excess of
rest, sleep or remaining
awake for long hours etc.
Even the excess censure,
praise, attachment and grief
should be avoided because
they all interfere with one’s

studies.

Environment
3qregare fAsraferear fRufaues, guer areemaafaer |fd o |
FOTE AR gear #AeHe), F: Foo AR AT 57 ST e i
{3 -- FgRIETA/3/¢}
apamudvr ttanam nijamupadisantya sthitipadam, dadhatya salinamavanatimudaré sati
phalé |
mayilranamugram visamiva harantya madamaho, kr tah kr tsnasyayam vinaya iva
Iokasya $arada ||
{ privésa -- mudraraksasa/3/8}

Look at the rivers, which were being turbulent (involving a lot of sudden changes) due to
flood water, are being told to remain within limits. Early winter is educating the rice-laden
flowering plants to be polite. Those peacocks which were dancing noisily in jollification during
the rains, their happiness are being contained by this weather, even as a Vaidya is able to
control the fury of poison. In this fashion, the early winter teaching the whole world to be polite.
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Pooja Vidhanam.

Due to our various previous jenmas punya phala, we have taken the rarest human birth now.
It is our very prime duty to make ourselves qualify for up upcoming jenmas. Because we cannot
get or give any assurance that our next Jenma will also be a human birth. We are not sure
about getting another human birth immediately.It
all depends on the karmas that we have done in
our past and the karmas that we do presently. So
to have our journey in the ‘life and death circle’ in
a safe and smooth way, we have to use our
manusya jenma (human birth) in proper way to
cross this ocean of samsara.

For this our ancestors have laid paths for us in
a very comfortable way. If we choose that path
and do our journey means we will have a safe
and happy journey and sure we will cross this
ocean of samsara in a very pleasant way. The
one and only action that we have to do is to
“Follow the Path that was shown to us by our
ancestors”. For this we should have a strong
conviction in the words of Guru and Sastras. With
our limited knowledge neither we are not capable
for getting a solution to our problems in correct
manner nor are we eligible to forecast which is
correct and with is not. So to avoid all the
confusions, with a strong conviction if we follow
the footsteps of our ancestors sincerely sure we will achieve our goal in our life. For this certain
things should have to be followed by us in our day to day routine lifestyle. In this section we will
learn the ‘Significance of Pooja Vidhanam . Let us pray at the Lotus feet of our Acharyas to
bless us in our effort. ~ "Karma" literally means "action", and more broadly names the universal
principle of cause and effect, action and reaction, which we believe governs all consciousness.
Karma is not fate, for we act with what can be described as a conditioned free will creating our
own destinies. Karma refers to the totality of our actions and their concomitant reactions in this
and previous lives, all of which determine our future. The conquest of karma lies in intelligent
action and dispassionate reaction. Not all karmas rebound immediately. Some accumulate and
return unexpectedly in this or other lifetimes. Human beings are said to produce karma in four
ways. (Will continue...)
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Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sri Sri Sri Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri
Bharatt Tirtha Mahaswamiji launching the “Chodanaa” e magazine (An Unit of the
e magazine Voice of Jagadguru) on Thursday, 19th July 2018 and our Chief
Editor, Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami
Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni receiving the first edition from
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sri Sri Sri Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri
Bharatt Tirtha Mahaswamiji.

Editorial Board

Sri Dr V R Gowri Shankar Hon’ Advisor | Administrator & CEQ, Sri Sringeri Mutt & It’s Properties, Sringeri

Sri SN Krishnamurthy Hon’ Editor Sri Sringeri Mutt, Sringeri

Sri Tangirala Shiva Kumara Sharma Hon’ Editor Sri Sringeri Mutt, Sringeri

PujyaSri Swami Omkarananda o Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri,
X Chief Editor .

Saraswati Theni.

B Srimathi Veeramani Editor Tirunelveli

K M Kasiviswanathan Hon’ Editor Tirunelveli
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