advaitam paramanandam

ANUGRAHA BHASHANAM
ProMises MustT BE HoNOURED

Generally, many people make tall promises - that they would give so much for this cause, so
much for that cause - but fail to honour their word. To give one’s word and not keep it is a sin.
Especially so, when a
promise made to a
Brahmana is not kept.

There is a story in the
Mahabharata. A fox and a
monkey were living as
friends. The fox used to
feed on the corpses in the
burial ground. The
monkey asked the fox:

kim tvaya patakam
puarvam krtam karma
sudarunam |

yastvam smasané mrtakan pitikanatsi kutsitan||

“The corpses give out a foul smell. But you are eating them. What great sin did you commit in
your previous birth?” The fox replied:

STEIORY Yfaye 9 7a1 aguread |
d@d grgel AfFEA s waga
brahmanasya pratiSrutya na maya tadupahrtam |
tatkrté papakim yonimapanndosmi plavangama ||

“In my previous birth | had committed the sin of not honouring a promise to a Brahmana. That
has reduced me to this fate in this birth.” Narrating this story to Yudhisthira, Bhishma gives this
advice:

dETEaoadds afayd g |
Wmmﬁ%wu

tasmaddatavyaméveha pratisrutya yudhisthira |
yadicchécchobhanarh jatim praptum bharatasattama ||

He says: One who aspires for a noble birth must honour his words and engage in charity
suitably. Let everyone realise this truth and attain grace by behaving accordingly.

--- Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam S Sri St7 BharatT Tirtha Mahaswami-ji

We submit our efforts at the Lotus feet of Jagadguru’Sankarécérya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam SrT SrT
S Bharati Tirtha Mahaswami-ji and Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Sri Sri Sri
Vidhusekhara Bharati Mahaswami-ji
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SriMAD BHAGAVAD GITA

Sri Adi Sankara Bhasya
Chapter - 2 sankhya-yoga

STTIATORTIavfds TYsHTY: Hfa=if |
awmﬁuﬁmﬁrﬁamﬁmmﬁqm:g:ﬁlmou

apuryamanamacalapratistham samudramapah pravisanti yadvat |

tadvatkama yarh pravisanti sarve sa santimapnoti na kamakamn ||70]|

---All sense-objects enter him, just as waters enter the full calm ocean. He attains peace, not the
seeker of sense-objects.

fagra . wale gaisRi ARys: |

e FRegR: 9 wf~mfterssta v

vihaya kaman'yah sarvan pumanscaratti
nisprhah |

nirmamo nirahankarah sa santimadhigacchati
117111

---Having given up all binding desires, the person
who moves around, devoid of longing, without the
5 sense of limited “I” and “mine” enjoys peace.

ésa brahmi sthitih partha nainarh prapya vimuhyati |
sthitvasyamantakalépi brahmanirvanamrcchati [|72||

---Partha! This is brahmi-sthiti (what is meant by one’s being in Brahman). Having attained this,
one is not deluded. Being established in this, even at the time of death, he attains oneness with
Brahman.

3 g | sl Mugedagutvsy  sEfdaml R fiewneNarg
e A fedsea. i
om tatsat . iti srimadbhagavadgitasupanisatsu  brahmavidyayarn = yogasastre
$rikrsnarjunasanvadé sankhyayogo nama dvitiyodhyayah |

---Om, Brahman is the only reality. Thus ends the second chapter named sankhya-yoga in
Srimad Bhagavadgita which is essence of the Upanisads, which deals with Brahman-knowledge
as well as the preparatory disciplines which is in the form of a dialogue between Lord Krsna and
Arjuna.
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Chapter 3- Karma-yoga

S IaTd
AT AHHIRA AT IFSSIAEH |
dfch wHfor Ok 7 ety &= R
arjuna uvaca--
jyayasi cétkarmanasté mata bud'dhirjanardana |
tatkim karmani ghoéré mam niyojayasi késava ||1]|

---Arjuna asked—Oh Janardana! If Self-knowledge is considered by You to be superior to
action, then why do you engage me in this cruel action, Kesava?

AT qTRA Agadla A
dew ag iy ﬁﬂgg‘rssmgqm II!\’II

vyamisrénéva vakyéna bud'dhirh mohayasiva mé |
tadékam vada niscitya yéna $réyshamapnuyam |[|2||

---Through seemingly
contradictory  statements,
You are confusing my
intellect as it were. Tell me
definitely one of those two
by which | will attain the
supreme goal (liberation).

st
st P
R YiadT 7 |
FUGRA FRET 1310
sribhagavanuvaca--

Iokésmindvividha nistha
pura prokta mayanagha |

= jhanayogéna
sankhyanam karmayogéna yoginam |[|3]]|
---Lord Krsna said—Oh sinless one! In this world, twofold discipline has been initiated by Me in
the beginning of creation in form of jidnayoga for the sannyasis, and in the form of karmayoga for
householders.

(Sr1 Adi Sankara Bhasya is given separately in the slokas link of Voice of Jagadguru)
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Vivekacudamani

121

Having spoken of sattvagunas not empowered by rajas and tamas in spite of their existence, the
nature of sattva absolutely untouched by them is explained

T e ey i i e

visud'dhasattavasaya gunah prasadah svatmanubhitih parama prasantih |
trptih praharsah paramatmanistha yaya sadanandarasarm samrcchati [|121]|

The characteristics of pure sattva are clearness of mind, realization of one’s self, supreme
calmness, joy, contentment and being fixity in the supreme Self (Paramatman) always by which he
enjoys the essence of Bliss for ever (without intermission).

122

Having thus defined the
_ , qualities Sattva, Rajas and Tamo
S the Acharya says the nature of
avyakta (said in sloka 110). This
avyakta is compacted of three
gunas and is called maya and
avidya etc. It is to be inferred
from its effects. It is the cause of
the gross, subtle and other
effects. It is destroyed by jiana
(knowledge). Reference is also
made to the causal body
(karana-sarira) by deriving Sarira
from Siryate which means
declines. Having said about
these SrT Acharya explains.

STaHaq
gyferaw favedawn wediaadfagfegt: mqu

avyaktamétat vigunairniruvatam tatkaranarn nama sariramatmanabh |

susuptiretasya vibhaktyavastha pralinasarvéndriyabud'dhivrttih ||122]]

This Unmanifested is said to be made of three gunas. It is the atman’s causal body. Susupti is a
distinct aspect of it and is characterized by the dissolution of the activities of all sense-organs and
buddhi.

123

gdusrRyuftfay=nf~: feramsafife g3 |
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gyferar fea ydifa: fSRmashifa srafs: 1230

sarvaprakarapramitiprasantih bijatmanavasthitiréva bud'dhéh |
susuptiratrasya kila pratitih kifcinnavedmiti jagatprasid'dhéeh |[123]]

(In Susupti) All pramanas (sources) of knowledge are still. The condition of the mind (buddhi) is
only in seed form, which is deep sleep. The test of this is the universal verdict: “I do not know
anything” (while asleep).

124
The explanation of the anatma for the purpose of distinguishing the atman from the anatman is
now explained to a close.

Sel=a-U-HISEHIGY: |d fIeRT fawar: gaEney: |
Amfeyarafad 9 fayy sreraad=afig e 1%
déhéndriya-préna-mané’hamédayah sarvé vikara visayah sukhadayah |
vyomadibhiitan'yakhilam ca visvam avyaktaryantamidam hyanatma ||124||

The body, the breath, the
sense-organs, the sense of |
(egoism etc), the mind, the life
principle, all modifications, all
objects, happiness, pleasure etc, the
elements like sky, fire, water etc.,
and the entire universe inclusive of
the Avyakta- This is verily
‘Not-Self'{all these comes under the
category of the anatmany}.

125

Beginning with the last effect of
maya, upto the first material cause, it
has been said that everything is the
anatman. To convey this with great
force the author repeats the same
and in the reverse order. The mithya
character of all this is conveyed in
this Sloka.

AP 94 Hgalegeud-~y
wﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁmlmw

maya mayakarya sarva mahadadidehaparyantam |

asadidamanatmatatvam vid'dhi tvarm marumaricikakalpam ||125]|

Know that all these, maya and its effects, from the Mahat upto this body [$rira] are asat and of
the nature of the Not-Self [anatman] like a mirage in a sandy desert.
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YUESAdy TIHUATa Ha+
YTRNMGRIT™ a9 UReifeRT: faemd 1R

kirtam vairincam parihara purah kaitabhabhidah
kathore kofire skhalasi jahi jambharimakutam |

pranamrésvétésu prasabhamupayatasya
bhavanam

bhavasyabhyut'thané tava parijanoktih vijayate
[129]|

g 'l-FTaﬁf(hé bhagavati) = hey Parasakti; YX:(purah) =
before; aﬁé(vairiﬁcam) = Brahma Deva’s;

W(kiﬁtam) = kreeda; tlﬁ%?(parihara) = taking away;
av_c’q-l'f‘l\-laz(kaitabhabhidah) = Mahavisnu’s;

m(kathéré) = hard; aﬁ?fﬁ(kc')ﬁré) = crown;
Wﬁ[(skhalasi) = going to protect; Gilﬂﬁ'qﬁ'(jambhérimakutam) = Indra’s crown; \_rl'%(jahi) =
abanding; gfa Td(iti &vam) = like this; dd(tava) = yours; 1?lﬁTrFm%[:(parijanéktih) = group of people
ready to serve; Qag(étésu) = this(this Brahma, Visnu); Q’Ulﬁg A (pranamrésu  satsu) = while
bowing you; Hd+(bhavanam) = to your mandir (house/palace); SUATdR(upayatasya) = comes;
Ha¥(bhavasya) = in the matter of Paramesvara; B{W(abhyut'théné) = when you welcomes by
coming forward; ﬁﬁltlﬁ(vijayaté) = victory.

[ Hey Devi! Lord Parameswara came to your palace without any prior information to see you. At
that time Brahma Deva, Mahavisnu , Indra and other devas were paying their respect to you by
bowing at your lotus feet. Hey Maal! It is a truth that you don’t have any beginning or end, but you
always love in mingling with Sadasiva with more love and affection. So you are half in Siva. You
are the mother for this whole prapafijca. At the same time you are playing a drama as if you are
much involved in doing the duties as a housewife. So when your husband Siva entered your
palace, you rushed towards him to welcome him at the entrance of your palace in a proper way. At
that time your servants {those who gathered to do service to you} like mathrani, dandini and other
devis started giving a voice and alarming that “Hey Devi! Go slowly, That is the Kreeda of Brahma
Deva, here is the Kreeda of Mahavisnu, if that kicks your soft lotus feet it will pain you. Hey Maa
go that side because the crown of Indra is there. The edges are very sharp, so go slowly and
carefully”. They are giving such sounds in a very loud voice to attract the attention of the Devi who
is running towards the entrance. Lord Siva was very much pleased to see your love and affection
on him and feels proud that he is great as you are respecting and honoring in a very good manner.
It shows that when all Deva’s are bowing the Lotus feet of Maa Parasakti, she is running to
welcome her beloved one. Arunaamodini explanation is given here..]
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MapHAVEEYA SHANKARA D16 Vijavam
Chapter : 4 “Childhood days of Sankara upto the Age of Eight”.

(Sr1 Vidyaranya Mahaswami-ji is now describing about the hands of SrT Sankara in the next two
$lokas) Sri Sankara is holding the treasure essence contained book in his body (in his left hand)
and pose of his right hand (jidnamudra) is like taking out the thorns of the useless/unwanted
arguments that have been put on the sacred Vedic knowledge contained in the sacred book which

he is holding in his left hand.

It is also described that the lotus
flowers got fear and close their petals
on seeing the hands of SiT Sankara.
This is because the hands of the wise
Sankara is like kalpataru. The lotus
thinks, “The beauty of the hands of Sr
Sankard have stolen mine in day
itself, then how | have protection in
night? So it is better to close my
petals permanently”. It is well known
that the kalpataru will fulfill all the
wishes of the people who ask it. Like
that the holy hands of Sri Sankara
when kept in the head of his siSya, the
sidya will get everything he wants and

his wishes will be fulfilled.

Now his chest is being described. His chest, broad and plump, looks like a bedspread for Jaya
Lakshmi (Goddess of Victory) to take rest after her tiresome peregrinations all over the world.

His two arms are like the weapon known as Parkha for winning both the internal and external
enemies. The sacred thread that is across his chest beats the shining autumn season full moon
rays and is very soft like the threads taken from stalks of lotus flowers.

His neck beats the beauty of big white conch. The sound (words) that came from there is like a
sound of the victorious sound created in the war. The reddish lips reflect the vision of newly seen
real coral creepers and the teeth is like the moon light that comes between the coral creepers.

His glooming cheeks were the mirrors for the Goddess of knowledge who had seated in Sri
Sankara’s face. The face (moon) of SrT Sankara emerges, Out of the ocean of punyas of this
whole prapafija. The moon emerges from the ocean where Sri Narayana resides and pouring its
nectar-like light on mankind. But this nectar will dim the spiritual glory of even a wise man by
promoting lust, but at the same time the radiance from the face of Sri Sankara is enhancing the
urge in the man towards spiritual path in a very clear way. That is the greatness of SrT Sankara’s
face. The surprising truth is that the eyes of SrT Sankara are the playground of the grace of
Goddess wealth and prosperity (Laksmi). She is the one who just with in a fraction of second
eradicated the very sinful poverty of a woman by showering the golden gooseberry rain.
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Nectar drops from Yogavasistha.

The Yogavasistha also known as Jianavasistha, Maharamayana, Arsaramayana,
Vasistharamayana or simply as Vasistha is a well-known text of Vedanta. Though narrated in the
style of the Puranas, it is deeply philosophical in content and rational in its approach to Truth and
Reality. The original work which is given by sage Valmiki consists nearly 30,000 $lokas. Sr
Abhinandana of Kashmmir compiled this Yogavasistha original into 6000 slokas which is famously
known as “Laghu Yogavasistha”. To make it easy for the learners Sri JAananda Bharatl Swamiji
compiled into 1700 $lokas which gives
the essence of Yogavasistha.

The Yogavasistha actually is
propounded in the form of Dialogue
between the Guru (Vasistha) and Sisya
(Rama, the hero of Ramayana). In this
Yogavasistha full verses, we will see
not less than 55 stories related to
spirituality with full of Vedanta. This
Yogavasistha is an important grantha to
be known by all seekers of
Self-Knowledge. Men of all tastes,
literary, religious and philosophical, find
interest in it. It is really one of the so
many wonders of India’s spiritual
literatures and surely the best
companion for the one who is anxious
to realize Cosmic Consciousness and
spiritual Peace. The noble readers who
has the fortune of studying
Yogavasistha share the view and
others who are going to study
earnestly will not differ much.

Y
\?aglﬂha

The saying about Yogavasistha
i among the Vedantins, is that it is a
+ work of the Siddhavasth3, i.e., for the
Philosopher-yogi, who, having
mastered the theory, is passing on to
" the practice of it. Vasistha taught to
Rama in a brief way the Philosophy.
From this edition we will drink the taste of some drops of Nectar from Yogavasistha. The stories of
Yogavasistha will be given separately in a short way later and the main verses will be given now.
Let us pray at the Lotus feet of our Acharyas to bless us to enjoy and learn Yogavasistha and get
blessed.
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LIFE HISTORY OF ACHARYAS OF SRIN GERI
SrI VRUDDHA NRISTMHA BHARATT

SrT Nr1simMHA BHARATT VIII

The Acharya’s will was indomitable and he never swerved from any decision he had taken.
Never aggressive, never impatient, he gently set about working till his purpose was accomplished.
From constant meditation on God Narasimha, his mind assumed a character of stern sublimity and
struck awe and reverence in the minds of
those who approached him. His heart was
however very tender, and would easily melt
at the sight of distress.

In 1838 the Acharya went on a tour to
Rameshwaram and halted in the third
corridor of the great temple of Ramanatha.
Among several wells round the shrine,
Koti-tirtha was considered to be the most
important. When the Acharya went there for
a bath, He instructed His personal attendants
to draw the sacred water from the well for
His bath, but the staff of the temple objected
to it. They maintained that only they had the
rights to draw the water from the well and
offer it to others. They were very adamant
and unyielding. Finding their behaviour
disrespectful, and wanting to teach them a
lesson, His Holiness went to another well to
the south of the inner shrine, known as
Sarva-tirtha and concluded his bath with the
water from this well. He announced to the
people assembled that henceforth it would
be enough for pilgrims to conclude their baths with the water of Sarva-tirtha due to which the water
of Koti-tirtha was forsaken by pilgrims and it became filthy and insanitary for want of use.

In 1872 in the course of the second tour in the southern districts the Acharya came to Madura.
There the erring priests came to him and implored him to forgive them for their insolence. The
Acharya being tender at heart again went to Rameswaram in 1873, caused the Koti-tirtha to be
drained and pouring sanctified water into the well from his pitcher declared that the Koti-tirtha had
now become purified. The pilgrims could once again have their bath from the water of this well.
The Koti-tirtha was restored once again to its lost glory. There are many such instances where the
Acharya had gently but firmly corrected the wrong doings being committed at various places and
led the devoted on the right path.

(Source : www.sringeri.net)
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|| Prasnottararatnamalika ||

F7 AT gt femad g @ aM |
Ao & Il TARAVEAERYAY 12411

kutra vidhéyo yatno vidyabhyasé sadausa dhé daneé |

avadhirana kva karya khalaparayositparadhanésu ||15]]

Q : What should one strive for?

A : For good learning, consuming good medicine and giving alms.

Q : What should be carefully avoided?

A : Bad people, company of other’s women and looting or enjoying of others’ wealth.

[One should always have urge in learning good things, he should use of good medicines and
should always be happy in giving alms/charity to the proper person at proper time. One should
avoid the company of Bad people at any time. Should also keep a distance from the company of
other’s women and should not involve the mind and intellect in others wealth also. One should
avoid carefully these three things.]

Y Fem A 1ze

kaharnisamanucintya
sansarasarata na tu
pramada |

ka préeyasi vidhéya karuna
dinésu sajjané maitri [|16]]
Q : What should we carefully
bear in mind in day and night?

A : The awareness about this
samsara. {The truth about the
worldly life and not sensory
. pleasures.}

Q : What should be accepted

by us with love?

A : Compassion towards the poor and company of good people.

[One should always think in day and night that this universe is not a permanent one and should not
think about the women (sensory pleasures). Should always be happy and show compassion in
serving the needy people and should enjoy the company of good people.]
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D1viNE SToRIES FOR CHILDREN.
Sudarsana

Sasikala was daughter of Subahu, the King of Kas1. She was married by a prince Sudaréana
who had been driven out of his kingdom by Yudhajit. But Sasikala a very strong devotee of Sri
Devi Maa and obtained her grace and blessing through her pure devotion. This story was seen in
Sri Devi Bhagavadam.

As she became a young woman Sasikala heard about Sudaréana, who lived in the forest with
his mother widow Manorama in the asrama of Sage Bharadvaja and she fell love with him. One
night SrT Devi Maa appeared in dream to her and told her that her marriage will take place with
Sudar$ana. On hearing the words of Devi, she woke from the dream and started smiling within
herself. When her mother asked the reason for her smiling, she said nothing, but from that
moment she started waiting for that wonderful moment in her life. One day when Sasikala was
playing in the garden, an old braman came from a distant place and seeing the beauty of Sasikala,
he described to Sasikala valour and beauty of Sudarsana and his story. On hearing the story of
Sudaréana, Sasikala’s heart yearned to be with him.

Sudarsana’s father Dhruvasandhi’s, (King of Ayodhya) death made his mother to run from the
palace because of the fear of Yudhajit. At that time Dhruvasandhi’s first wife Manorama who was
in family way, wished protection of her father. But the wicked Yudh3jit (father of Dhruvasandhi’s
second wife) killed Manorama’s father with a bad intention to give the kingdom of Dhruvasandhi to
his grandson. Manorama escaped from them and went to the asram of Sage Bharadvaja and took
refuge there. There she gave birth to Sudar$ana and he was brought up under the supervision of
Sage Bharadvaja. He was very bright and talented in education and also became a great warrior.
During that tome, Nisada, King of Srngiverapura and a friend of Sudarsana’s father
(Dhruvasandhi) came to Bharadvaja’s asram. Seeing the qualities and abilities of Sudar$ana, he
presented Sudaréana a powerful chariot to him. The pleased sage Bharadvaja also with happily
imparted to Sudarsana, ‘the Kamarajamantra’, which gave one who practiced it all that one desired
as per the wish of Devi Maa.

After this incident Sudaréana began to slowly come out of the aérama and went into the deep
forest with the chariot that was presented to him by King Nisada and he was also always chanting
the Kamarajamantra during all the time. He felt always astonished to find many armed soldiers
surround him wherever he went. In the meantime King Subahu decided to conduct Svayamvara of
his daughter Sasikala. Kings from all lands came. Sasikala told her mother about her love over
Sudaréana and that she had decided to marry only him. But her parents and others never took it
as a serious matter and they laughed that he is a single person who does not even have even a bit
of land to protect himself and his widow mother and is living as a refuge. So they are not ready to
give her to Sudaréana. Then Sasikala sent a messenger to Sudar$ana and told him about her wish
and the dream that she had with the voice of Devi Maa and requested him to be present during
Svayamvara, the rest being left to Devi Maa. Hearing the message, Sudar$ana decided to go
there. When he expressed his wish, everyone were first afraid but later the sages in the asrama
blessed him to proceed his journey towards the palace of the King of Kast with his mother
Manorama and both reached Kasi. Already kings like Yudhajit with his grandson and other many

May - 2018 V%‘]’ Page 11 of 12



Voice of Jagadguru

an e-magazine on advaita J§

advaitam paramanandam

big emperors who came to the Svayamvara were shocked to see Sudarsana there. A rumour was
spread that Subahu, insultingly ignoring all the crowned heads, was going to get his daughter
married to Sudaréana, a mere beggar.

The assembled Kings, therefore, got themselves ready to pick a row with Subahu, but, he
pacified them with the assurance that the Svayamvara of Sasikala would formally be conducted
and her husband could then be selected by herself. That night Sasikala’s parents tried their best to
divert her heart away from Sudaréana, which was of no avail and the same night she was duly
married to Sudaréana. By the next morning the news about the marriage became public and all the
Kings, who had come for the Svayamvara of Sasikala decided in conference to kill Sudaréana on
his way back home with his wife. Accordingly on the
fourth day after the wedding, Sudar$ana and Sasikala
were returning with his mother Manaorama to their
place escorted by the army allotted by Subahu. The
King Yudhajit, his grandson and other followers of him
attacked Sudarsana and Sasikala with their very huge
armies.

Sudaréana started chanting the Kamarajamantra
and started his war with others by standing in the
auspicious chariot. In the battle that ensued, Devi Maa
appeared and helped Sudaréana. In the end Yudhajit
. and his grandson were killed in the battle. The rest
who realised the power of Devi Maa dropped the war
and asked Sudar$ana to save them from the anger of
Devi Maa. As per the prayers of Sudar$ana,
everything became smooth and Devi Maa blessed all.
People of Ayodhya welcomed Sudaréana with
enthusiasm and crowned him as their King. Later days
he became a very famous emperor Sudaréana. He
ordered to build a temple for Devi Maa in his kingdom and also celebrated Navratri in a grand
manner and was blessed and protected by Devi Maa always and he lived happily.
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