Voice of Jagadguru

advaitam paramanandam

an e-magazine on advaita

CHODANAA

(An Unit of the e magazine Voice of Jagadguru)

Prarthana

Prayers
T & o ga farfdsamd |
I@T 98 RT: |
RILIARER
a hi sma sunave pitapiryajatyapaye |
sakha sakhye varenyabh ||
rg./1/26/3

Just as a father provides the best of the materials to his son, just as relatives mutually
exchange the best of the articles and even as a friend furnishes all items of comfort to his friend,
similarly, O God! Let us all get items of comfort from you.
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Acharya Sandeshah : 1

In His Anugraha Bhashanam, the Jagadguru said that it is natural for everyone to wish that
he or she must remain happy and free from suffering not only in this lifetime, but also in the
births to come. How can such a desire fructify? It is true that there will be a number of desires in
the mind and they can be fulfilled only by exerting oneself accordingly.

How can a student who desires to pass an exam with first class but seldom studies, achieve
his goal? How can an employee who desires promotion, but does not do his work properly, get
promoted? The student must study day and night while the employee has to work hard and
please his superiors to
secure a promotion.In a
similar sense, if one
desires happiness, one
has to adhere to Dharma
and shun Adharma.
However people move
away from Dharma,
perform Adharmic
actions and yet continue
to have a desire for
happiness. Importance is
given to useless
activities while those
actions that have to be
performed are shunned.
Such being the case,
people continue to complain, “What we desire does not come to pass”.

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhdnam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji at
Sivagangai at May 19-20 2012, Vijaya Yatra

Dharma is to be understood as duty. If you have been initiated with Upanayanam, performing
Sandhya Vandanam is your duty. If you are a householder, being hospitable to a guest is your
duty. Instead you cannot keep your doors closed when a guest arrives. For a Tapasvi, engaging
in penance is his duty. He should not get into any other affairs. The Mahabharata says —
YG-THGTAR GRS AAURaH |
SIarRy fAava 7T Sgear =at A |

A rich man has to engage in charity while a poor man who accepts charity has to engage in
tapas and pray for the welfare of the rich man who has helped him. The Shloka states that a rich
man who does not engage in charity and a poor man who does not engage in Tapas and prayer
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must be tied with a stone to their necks and dropped into the ocean. What is the meaning of this
statement? It only means that such a rich man and a poor man are committing a blunder. A rich
man must feel that, “The Lord has given me this wealth so | can help others. What is it that | had
brought with me when | took birth? | came into this world alone and shall leave this world alone.
If | engage in charity, | shall get Punyam and be benefited. If | do not engage in charity and not
help others even a little, what is the use of all this wealth?” Such must be the attitude of a rich
man.

A poor man once came to a rich man and said — “I have come here to wish you well.” — On
being questioned, replied — “I had not performed any charity in my previous lifetime. Hence |
have become a beggar in this lifetime. You on the other hand have done a lot of Dharmic
activities in your previous lifetime and have been born rich. If you continue to engage in charity
towards people like me, you will remain rich in your next lifetime also. Otherwise, in your next
life, you will become as | am!” —

SR gRHcH g Rigrdd T amad |
3Gl HIERN | ¥: Gl d @resll 4d |l

A rich man must spend his money towards helping the poor and in the service of the Lord.
The Vedas themselves say — g famgd SEdr: | 97 §dil 9y Ry o= | | g&rﬁl r
RIRCIRE Haardr Hafd %T*I]’cﬁ | — If one does not use his wealth in the service of man or God,
he incurs sin. A poor man benefitted by a rich man must pray for the latter’s welfare.

Hence one must perform one’s duty and revolve his life around God. People must remember
that the Lord is ever present as the witness of all actions and hence regulate their life along their
Dharmic path.

The Jagadguru remembered His visit to Sivagangai 25 years back and ended the Bhashanam
blessing the devotees. Devotees then had the joy of watching the Jagadguru perform Sharada
Chandramoulishwara Puja in the temple premises. On the morning of 20th May, the Jagadguru
graced the Sivagangai Samasthanam where the Rani and her family accorded a warm
welcome. The Jagadguru had Darshan of the Goddess at the Rajarajeshwari temple inside the
Samsthanam and blessed the royal family. The Jagadguru then moved to the Sringeri Shankara
Math at Sivagangai and had Darshan of Sri Ratna Garbha Ganapati, Adi Shankaracharya and
Goddess Sharada.

Camp : Sivagangai, May 19-20,2012
Source : vijayavyatra.sringeri.net
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The Path of Dharma Sastra

In this portion we are going to see "The Path of Dharma Sastra" in Question and Answer form.
For our doubts regarding "Dharma Sastra" Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati,
Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni will guide us
according to Vedic Scriptures.

The recorded teachings, Q and A sections by Swami Omkaranada Saraswati.

L S N
o gl

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri SrT Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji and
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam S Sii Sri Vidhusekhara Bharati  Mahaswamiji
Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram,
Vedapuri, Theni ,2017 Vijaya Yatra

Question : What are the requisites for conducting agni rituals, especially yagam?
Swamiji : Husband, wife, son, mantras for conducting the yagam referred to as daivam vittam
and materials such as ghee, etc required to perform the yagam referred to as manusham vittam.
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There is no permission
to conduct yagam without a
wife or son. Sanyasis/
renunciates are precluded
from performing homam.
Brahmacharins (young
students) are allowed to do
small homam prescribed for
them. Vanaprastas (period
after householder’s life)
also do not conduct big
homams.

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His
Holiness Mahasannidhanam
S S Sr Bharati Tirtha
Mahaswamiji and Jagadguru
Sankaracarya His Holiness
Sannidhanam S S Sn
Vidhusekhara Bharati
Mahaswamiji Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda
Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni ,2017 Vijaya Yatra

Question : What is the significance of lighting deepam in Karthigai month?
Swamiji : Karthigai deepam is a worship of Agni. The simplest form of agni upasana is deepa
upasana. Arranging the deepam in rows is Deepavali.

Of the pancha bhutas, it is agni that enables us to see everything. We understand Agni
tattvam as both murtam (with form) and amrutam (without form) — we see the lamp lit and we
understand that it merges into the universal agni when the flame subsides. We also understand
it causes modifications to the temperature in the subtle form.

Agni tattvam taking different forms reminds us of brahman as per the Katopanishad mantra
below:
agniryathaiko  bhuvanam pravisto rdpam rdpam pratirdpo babhlva |ekastatha
sarvabhatantaratma rdpam rapam pratirdpo bahisca || 2.2.9 ||

Rig Veda starts with Om Agnim-lille Purohitam Yajnyasya Devam-Rtvijam |
Hotaaram Ratna-Dhaatamam ||1]|
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Question : What is the puranic story
associated with Kartigai deepam?
Swamiji : The tradition of lighting the
large deepam at Thiruvanamalai is
based on the story of Sri Shiva
having taken the form  of
Lingodbhava jyoti murti, beginning
and end of which is
incomprehensible. It is narrated that
Sri Brahma flying above and Sri
Vishnu digging beneath the earth as
' Varahamurti failed in their pursuit to
find the boundary of Lingodbhava.
This shows that Bhagavan has no
aadi (starting point) or antam (ending
point).

Question : There is a practice of keeping the lamps burning all the time. What is the meaning
behind this practice?
Swamiji : The light of the lamp is considered to be an external expression of knowledge.
Deepam is a jada prakasham — gross light. This is compared to jnana prakasham — the principle
of Pure consciousness which is aware of knowledge and ignorance.

The lamps lit in rows signify the varied streams/ subjects of knowledge. So, a darshan of the
lamps is saguna Ishvara darshan and the agni that merges into the universal agni is nirguna
brahma darshan.

Question : How do we worship the deepam?

Swamiji : We should worship the diya as love for Bhagavan and fellow human beings. Our
motivation / enthusiasm is the ghee or oil in the lamp. The happiness in the mind is the wick.
The flame of the lamp is the knowledge of Bhagavan who shall ever shine in us.

Prayers to the deepam:

Shubham Karoti Kalyaannam-Aarogyam Dhana-Sampadaa |

Shatru-Buddhi-Vinaashaaya Diipa-Jyotir-Namostute ||

Shubham Karoti Kalyaannam-Aarogyam Dhana-Sampadaa |
Brahmatma jnana siddhyartham Diipa-Jyotir-Namostute ||
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Learn Sanskrit

Hifchi HA DIV 21 - Where shall | buy a

ticket ?

Qe 3T A TT=dId | - Come quickly,

the bus is about to start.

ZQM! UaUH I a9 | - A bus left just a
few minutes ago.

38 Had: % Iufd=mfy | - Il sit beside you.

fHfIq IHe= FH: | - Let us adjust a bit.

Helq STRIHG: | - Terribe rush

gfead aald | - Give me the change.

3 TT=8q | - Go forward.

hal di ff=sfd 2 - What time does it start ?

ElES 3{ddid | - Get off quickly.

A AR 3RATH dT 2 - Is the next station
ours ?

AIYRA™ BT T&AT| - Which bus (Route
No.) goes to Malleswaram ?

b9 I SR T=31d 2 - Which bus

goes to Jayanagar ?

HAGHNY AR fHafu A1 | - No

signboard, nothing.

30 UIGUd 3{TTasq | - Hey, walk on the
footpath.

AeYR TG &: HW: 2 - Which is the way to
Malleswaram ?

Sgax IR a1 ? - Is it very far ?

TY: ¥gd: $F 3fd S a1 ? - Could you

possible me where this address/place is ?

3d: ad GRIMHNIOT THAH | - It is just ten

minutes walk from here.

I T AYH | - Missed the bus.

g feemg sdisfu sieguer f¥T |- Itis

still half an hour before the bus starts.

g eTEled 3TT3IA | - The bus arrives at
10 O’Clock

US[Are U g 3R | - There is a bus at 5
O’ Clock

I el Td 3T UG | - Bus has

already arrived at the platform.

3R&(U AT | - No reservation, please.

Tald 3 TS | - Go just along this road.
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JUINATH subhasitani
Admirable : Making good use of rage.

SRy = fo Remr ufkRfémr |

M IA9: Wad: [T ARy

(IR (I T IuYgad WANT) T@TUT./3Mfe3rd/R0’/%}
asistanam niyanta hi sistanam pariraksita |
sthane rosah prayuktah syannrpaih sarvajigiisibhih ||
{prasamsaniya (rosa ka upayukta prayoga) mahabha./adiarva/179/4}
If a king desirous of victory shows his anger at the appropriate place, he can control the

wicked and protect the good there-by.

Environment : The importance of
air.
RRR: NG argeRfa urera
IR R o ang g uTl%r
arefy: Il

(IR (@1g F1 HEw)

1. RTHT./STR.3WE0-63}
asarirah sariresu vayuscarati palayan |
$ariram hi vina vayum samatam yati
darubhih ||
{parivesa (vayu ka mahattva)
va./rama./uttara./35/60-61}

Though air has no form of its own yet
by getting into the body of the living
beings, it sustains them. Without air a
body would become stiff like a log.

(Maha Mangala Aratrika performed during the
course of the special puja on the occasion of
the 32nd Aradhana Mahotsava of Jagadguru
Sankaracarya Sri Sri Sri Abhinava Vidyatirtha
Mahaswamiji Jagadguru Sankaracarya His
Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sr1 Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji on Sep 28,2021 at Sringeri)
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Education : Politics
ITHI YRR TG AgN: |
YA oAl Yoy Hafefa afasw
(Rra=n RIefa) Ty Afud¥3R )

anumanya yathasastram yastu yudhyenmahattaraih |
dhruvastasya jayo yuddhe bhavediti matirmama ||
{siksa (rajaniti) mahabha./bhismaparva/43/24}
One who fights on the battlefield against stronger paying due respect to his superior and the
elders, in my opinion he becomes certainly a winner.

Condemnable : Learning like a parrot.
P IRAT UrSHRAU dHaay |
TTAQT g1 i b qar Y il
(et ygrofaem) gdeew/3/32)

anusthanena rahita pathamatrena kevalam |
rafijayatyeva ya lokam kim taya sukavidyaya ||
{nindaniya )Sukavidya) darpadalanam/3/31}
The knowledge, which is non-applicable and is meant only to verbalize and entertain the
world, is called ‘learning like a parrot.” Just as a parrot speaks without understanding the
meaning and implications of his rote-memorized speech, the same is the case of such learning.

Worth abandoning :Falsehood etc
I fsgrarseazar Wa yHgIsadan fa=mfear |
U mTISTY o SidgEar qurgnente faame= B
{ATSY (3TAT 3ATfe) BTHGHIATAIHTISNR/L0/%R}

asatyata nisthurata'krtajiata bhayam pramado’lasata visadita |
vrthabhimano’'pi ca dirghasitrata tathanganaksadi vinasanam sriyah ||
{tyajya (asatyata adi) kamandakiyanitisaara/10/42}
Following actions destroy Lakshmi : Falsehood, meanness, fear, carelessness, sorrow,
vanity, postponing work, laziness, contact with women, gambling,rude behaviour, etc.
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(by Sri. Jnanananda Bharathi
Swamigal)

Chapter IV

THE RULE OF THE MAJORITY
1. Liberty of the subject.

It is a well-accepted principle of
good Government that there
should be liberty of the person of
the subject as well as liberty of
opinion including liberty of the
press. But it is also an equally
well-accepted principle that the
liberty of the subject in any of
these matters is not absolute but
is circumscribed to a large extent
as the result of his being but a
unit in a composite whole called
society. It is not liberty of the
person to allow him to walk
naked in the streets, to allow him
to injure others or commit
suicide.

It is not liberty of the press to
allow it to engage in venomous
language or deal with obscene
subjects. It is not liberty of
opinion to allow a person to
thrust his ill-conceived views upon a quiescent audience. As the state steps forward to control
the two former with a view to its own preservation, it is equally entitled and bound to regulate the
expression of opinion otherwise also in the interests of the society itself. But the state to be in a
position to do so must be in the hands of those who can impartially decide what are the right
opinions which can be given expression to. We are painfully aware of the incapacity of the
modern Governments to exercise their power to regulate the liberty of the person or off the
press. Their incapacity is all the greater in the matter of regulating the liberty of opinion. This is
mainly due to the absence of any guiding principle in the conduct of the Government.
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The only motivation so far as we are now able to see, weighting with those who want to clutch at
or retain in their hands the reins of Government is purely personal selfishness masquerading
under several names. They have no time to think of the welfare of the people. Nor have they the
capacity to do so.. The people therefore begin to think for themselves without any proper
guidance. When the power of selecting their own rulers is given to them, they naturally select
those who will pamper their tastes for the moment. | know it will be deemed blasphemous in
these days to say that the people have no right, or at least must not be allowed, to have their
own tastes. The true Hindu however can never appreciate the wisdom of asking the in-patients
of a hospital to assemble together in solemn conclave to decide upon the medicine which the
doctor must administer to them or to elect by the counting of their votes the doctor that has no
administer it. If they so assemble, | am sure they will all vote for the elimination of the doctor
himself first; if that is not possible, they will elect for the doctor’s post a person who will give or
promise to give them sweet medicines; and they will unanimously resolved that no medicine that
is not sweet shal be allowed within the premises. If there happens to be a foolish dissentient
patient who prefers a bitter but useful medicine to an attractive pill, he will be silenced; if that is
not possible, he will be out-voted and be made to share the fate of the majority. Our modern
Governments are all managed only on this principle, the rule of the Majority everywhere,
majority not of intellect but majority of numbers. The vote of a gentleman who has been at the
helm of half a dozen states is politically of the same value as that of the loafer in the street
whose name happens to be in the electoral roll, it may be by pure mistake. The former must
submit to the inevitable if he is out-voted by a number of people of the latter sort.

2. The Tyranny of Numbers.

This tyranny of numbers has taken hold of even our sacred land and is sought by some
misguided enthusiasts to be extended even to the field of religion. In the field of politics itself, it
is intolerable. Everywhere and at all times, the leadership of the people and the guidance of the
state have been vested only in a few. Even now it is so. But in the past the few were from the
intellectual, the moral and the capable; now the few are from the smooth-speaking selfish
time-servers. They are prepared to devise or do anything to please the clamours of the ignorant
so long as the latter do not disturb them from their berths. The ultimate welfare of the people is
really no concern to them. If they want the votes of a set of gentlemen who favour libertinism,
they are prepared to legalise it by the enactment of an appropriate statute. If promiscuous
breeding is the pet hobby of another set, the leaders obligingly give it their statutory blessing
and approbation. This is how our modern movements, including the management of the
government, are getting on. So long as the present state of things continues, that is, so long as
the decision of the majority irrespective of the individual qualifications of those forming it is the
guiding factor in our public life, it is impossible to experience any substantial good.

(Will Continue...)
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Golden Sayings of Jagadguru SrT Adi Sankaracharya
Sloka : 3RINGY 3 HRINGUE: |

Acharyal’s commentary : The distinction of states is derived from the different kinds of activity.
(B.S 2.4.12)

Sloka : 3MRfadp THP=P=Uur oo UoneT wd Udg fQyaq SmmEd, |
Srerr3ifdd |

Acharyal’s commentary : The all-pervasiveness is declared not from the point of view of any
individual body, but from that of the universal and individual aspects of the same divine
all-pervasiveness residing in Hiranyagarbha. B.S.2.4.13.

Sloka : 71 g T 9y WRARIT: FHANGORTA dog-d dGHIAT S5 [ | A=y g 3uaRq
i &rq |

Acharyal’s commentary : The same thing cannot be visualized as being in reality, both

possessed of distinctions as agentship etc., and is devoid of them. Either of the two must be
false. Taitt.Up.1.11.2-4

Sloka : UMY T WeNEH gy |

Acharyal’s commentary : It is reasonable to instruct about things of the same nature together.
the eyes possess lustre. B.S.2.4.10
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