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Prayers

3 difg gfawr afyr IarwawRT pufle wade: |
(Rrsa (w<dar) B.0/12073)

agne vihi havisa yaksi devantsvadhvara krnuhi jatavedah ||
(Sisya (karttavya) rg.7/17/3)
O light-like God! You know the names, places and births of all of us. Guide us the right path for
the attainment of knowledge and wealth and save us from the sins like deceit etc. We
repeatedly salute you and pray for proper inspiration and good intellect.
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Acharya Sandeshah : 1

The Jagadguru said that Sri Adi Shankaracharya was indeed Lord Shiva incarnate for
reviving Sanatana Dharma at a time when doctrines such as those of the Buddhists had

1 TR,

clouded the faith of the people in the Karma Kanda of the Vedas and the Advaita Siddhanta of
the Upanishads. People were not performing even the basic Karma of Sandhyavandanam — -
ggIel ST <O a1 e, No one wished to even hear the word “Yaga”, let alone
performing it. %[?T fUeufa 9= ﬁﬂ@&f@a It was at such a juncture that Kumarila Bhattapada
revived the Karma Kanda and Sri Adi Shankara Bhagavatpada expounded the Advaita
Siddhanta.

(Sri PR Ramasubhrahmaneya Rajha perform the traditional Dhuli Pada Puja to welcome the Jagadguru,
May13th, 2012, Vijay Yatra)

Sri Adi Shankaracharya does not deem everything to be illusory for everyone. Karma, Bhakti
and Upasana are all necessary for Jnana — quﬂaldflmdcdlra;ll-llqHcfoudslilullﬁd EHTITUEIﬁ@: -
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All these are unnecessary only for a Brahma Jnani. The non-dual philosophy of the Upanishads
does not decry the Karma enjoined in the Vedas.

There are numerous statements in the Vedas that instruct man to perform Karmas. So if one
decries Karma, would not one be attributing falsehood to these statements in the Vedas. Sri Adi
Shankaracharya Himself says that one has to accept the authority of the Vedas in totality and
not associate authority with only select statements in the Vedas —

{3 dgaTRY FRRIHHIUG H-feurITd sfd griafd YHIOETRINT

So it is a misunderstanding if one believes that Sri Adi Shankaracharya has given no role for
Karma, Bhakti and Upasana. They are all required until the dawn of Brahma Jnana.

In fact, the first instructions of Sri Adi Shankaracharya in His Upadesha Panchakam are to

study the Vedas and perform the Karmas enjoined therein — aal ﬁ‘c&ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁlﬂ , H@@H oHH
Eﬁ@ﬂﬂ?ﬂ'ﬁ[ . Sri Adi Shankaracharya has used the Upasarga (prefix) — g in the word Eﬁ’gﬂ?ﬁm
to mean H&dl &largﬁaam — perform the Karmas with great Shraddha (faith). Only the last
instruction of the Upadesha Panchakam states — 3 URS&THAT Pﬂ’CIHIT[ — Remain in the state
of Brahman. This is because nothing needs to be done in such a state. Nothing can be done in
such a state of Self-realization for there is no distinction as “this” is the doer of the action and
“that” is the action that needs to be performed. When such a distinction no longer exists and one
revels in the state of non-duality. That is why the Upanishads declare —

S{THT g g T2 T: |
P H HTHR™ IRRATosa |

Some ignorant people without understanding the philosophy of Sri Bhagavatpada spread
the idea that the Acharya has termed everything as illusory. Consequently some people believe
this wrong notion and even develop a sense of indifference towards the Acharya. However one
has to properly understand the philosophy.

Besides writing sophisticated commentaries to describe the abstruse philosophy of Advaita,
Sri Adi Shankaracharya has given a number of instructions that are applicable to all and for all
times to come. Take for instance four simple instructions —

T Mammaed & fufaegaea |
J T A ford &4 e = faw i
Chant the names of the Lord, remember the Lord’s form, be in the company of Satpurushas
and donate to the needy.
The Jagadguru then explained why Sri Adi Shankaracharya has given these four instructions —

FHAG Y ISTAR Q! HGH - |
DIcICd Ta Tl R: UG |l
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We attribute all issues in the present day by saying “Well, this is Kali Yuga”. Even though
Kali Yuga is filled with evils, it has one uniqueness — the mere chanting of the Lord’s hame can
free one from sins. Such is the greatness of the chanting of the Lord’s names in the Kali Yuga.
The same benefit accrues only out of various other means in the other Yugas:

T Pl TSTI]: AT GIRSTII |
g demifa wat agid FHad |

In Krita Yuga, one has to perform penance and meditation. In the Treta Yuga, one has to
perform a number of sacrifices. In Dwapura Yuga, one has to engage in worship. Whatever
benefit one reaps out of these, one gets by the mere chanting of the Lord’s name in Kali Yuga.
This cannot be dismissed as “Arthavaada” or the mere praise of the practice of the chanting of
Divine Names. Some scholars feel that it is indeed mere praise. However such people must
realize that, “-TTfY SfargyH:” — “dismissing the greatness of the Divine name as a mere praise”
is classified as a sin. The fact is that the Lord’s Names indeed have such power and the efficacy
to bring about your welfare.

Have the Lord’s form in your mind always. Do not harbour unnecessary and prohibited
thoughts. Never indulge in useless prattle or worthless action. Instead, spend your time chanting
the Lord’s names and remembering His form. One need not spend any money to chant the
Lord’s names or concentrate on His form.

The Jagadguru then pointed out that — Wﬁﬂiﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ Hafwl — man’s character (the good and
bad qualities he develops) is determined by the kind of company he has. Hence develop the
company of Satpurushas.

Engage in charity without the expectation of anything in return. This is why the Lord has said
the word “3JUHINU" in the Gita — QIAAM TG GAASIIDING | Thus, Sri Adi
Shankaracharya has given such instructions that benefit us. His very name Shankara means
one who brings about welfare — T eRIfd 5%’-‘21&? Hence we must ever remember the Acharya
and act according to His instructions.

Camp : Rajapalayam, May 13-15,2012
Source :www.vijayayatra.sringeri.net

April-2021 V@J Page 4 of 12



Voice of Jagadguru |

an e-magazine on advaita

advaitam paramanandam

CHODANAA

(An Unit of the e magazine Voice of Jagadguru)

The Path of Dharma Sastra

In this portion we are going to see "The Path of Dharma Sastra" in Question and Answer form.
For our doubts regarding "Dharma Sastra" Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati,
Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni will guide us
according to Vedic Scriptures.

(Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji and
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Sri Sri Sii Vidhushekhara Bharati Mahaswamiji at
Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Theni Ashram and Swami Omkarananda Founder Acharya, Sri

Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Theni: April 15-17 2017 Vijaya Yatra)

Q : Guru being a form of God, can one attain God’s grace by Guru puja? Is it necessary to
praise and pray to Ishvara after attaining a guru?
Swamiji : It is important to worship both Guru and Ishvara. ‘Matru devo bhava, pitru devo
bhava, acharya devo bhava atithi devo bhava’ is a Taittiiya Upanishad mantra. Sri Adi
Sankaracharya in His explanation says that we should bear the attitude of seeing our mother,
father and guru as God. We can invoke Ishvara in mother, father, guru and worship them. We
carry the attitude that Guru is Ishvara and connect with Ishvara through guru.

Guru teaches us logically that God principle (Pure Consciousness principle) is the cause of
this world, is all pervading and is beyond all. We see the expression of this principle in everyone
and everything around us. So, guru alone is not Ishvara.
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It is by Ishvara’s grace that we have attained Sadguru and so, as an expression of our
gratitude we should continue to worship Ishvara. The shastras say that throughout our entire life
we should worship sastras, guru and Ishvara. “Aajivam tryam sevyam Vedanto Gurur Ishvara:
Adau jnanaptaye paschat
krutagnatva nivartaye.”

If we worship Ishvara we

get adrishta phalam (unseen
fruits- punya). If we worship
Guru, we get both drishta
phalam (jnana) and adrishta
phalam (punya). With absolute
shraddha (faith) in the words of
the shastras taught by the
guru, we should worship both
Guru and Ishvara.
(Sri Sannidhanam then graced
the Kammavar Sangam College
of Education in Theni, April 15-17,
2017, Vijaya Yatra)

Q : What is the difference between Karma and Upasana?
Swamiji : Karma is baahyam (external) whereas Upasana is aantaram (internal). Karma is
kayika vachika pradhana (physical and verbal). Upasana is mental (meditation). Karma requires
dravyam (various puja materials). Upasana is done by the yajamanan of the puja (one who
conducts).

Karma is upasana sahitam and upasana rahitam depending upon the stage of the person. A
child is initially taught to do karma mechanically. When he matures enough and understands
more, meditation of eka rupa (one form) then viswa rupa (all the forms in this world) are added.

Upasana is saguna brahma vishaya manasa vyapara: (mental activity of thinking of God with
form)

Q : What is the way to achieve mano nasham (destruction of the mind)?
Swamiji : The mind need not be destroyed. If our body confronts some trouble, do we set it
right or destroy it?

Similarly, if thoughts arising in the mind are disturbing, should it be corrected or destroyed? If
we wish to use a car, we ought to maintain it. If there is a problem, we need to entrust it with a
mechanic and get it repaired.
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It is important to keep the body, mind and the speech well.
Mind is the cause of bondage and liberation.

Some people struggle to kill the thoughts and still the
mind. There is no need to do all that as per the sastras. It
happens automatically.

It is important to understand the meaning for mano nasham —

It is to avoid succumbing to likes and dislikes.

Another meaning is to destroy ignorance of the mind.

One cannot destroy the intellect. But one should clearly
understand that the mind is distinct from the self. Mind is an
- equipment given by God. Problems arise only because of
associating oneself with the mind and attachment with mano
maya kosham (the mind-sheath).

One should learn to objectify the mind and sublimate it.
The mind which causes us sorrows needs to be destroyed by
giving jnana (Knowledge of the Absolute/ Pure
consciousness).

Also, when a jnani leaves his mortal body, the mind integrates into samashti (the total). If one
dies without having attained jnana, the mind does not get destroyed- it goes with the jiva to the
next body. Thoughtless nature of the mind can either be tamas (dullness) or the highest level of
sattva (tranquil). It depends upon the sadhana (practice). Rajas (active/ aggressive) creates
activity of the mind. But one should overcome tamas and rajas and enjoy a sattvic state of mind.
Spiritual practices improve and increase the sattvic state.

Q : Should we give up sentiments about rituals and dvaita puja while adopting the advaita path?
(dvaita -duality; advaita- non-duality)
Swamiji : Puja should be done when one studies advaita also. We don’t stop eating on knowing
advaita (non-duality). It's like that. Every advaitin would be very dharmic and perform puja with
shraddha in the transactional reality.

One who does not have shraddha in dvaita will not understand advaita. We cultivate devotion
to God thinking of Him as different from us and then withdraw it by the knowledge of advaita. It
is like using variables such as X’ and ‘y’ in Mathematics and then removing them as we find the
result.

To avoid sentimentalism, one should accept when one is unable to physically continue
certain forms of worship. There is no room for sorrow or yearning in the spiritual path. In terms
of lifestyle, an advaitin does similar activities like eating, worshipping, and sleeping as a dvaitin,
but the knowledge of Advaita will be strong within.
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Learn Sanskrit
w, o ﬁ?ﬂ'ﬁ[ = Meeting the friends.

339 BRI &1 MK | = 1 have some more

work here.

qgpldld: Yailelf AT | = | have been

waiting for you for a long time.

aRd S SRl | 3fd: SFTdaM | = | am

here as | have some urgent work.

g | WIW, 3d U9 fdaW: | = Could not get
the bus, hence late.

3MTSg M1 & TS | = Come, let us go

home.

eI 9 HY: AT M) | = Now? No time,

you know.

. g fHA™: 9 2 = Shall we meet
tomorrow evening?

3O A HRTBIH | = Il come there

without fail.

ZaMT %A INT: ? = Where do you work now
?

TdIHR IANT: | = | work in a factory.

UH eATUD: HRT | = | am a teacher in a
village.

garl $A dN: ? = Where are you put up ?

TY: HH J[EE%H: | = This is my address.

I+ 3T 3BT | = Bus has come, bye,
bye.

3, G4: URYMH: | = OK. Let us meet again.

UH: 31T fHe %l ? = When shall we
meet again ?

H: $al fefd YaH 2 = When are you
going to meet me again ?

al%ﬁ fpre vaM 9 ST ? = Why didn't
N N y
you come that day ?

9 3TTdd=d: Td | = We have already
arrived.

Ydd: U5 gaM! Td AU | = | have just
received your letter.

fofIggy sreaft Smr=f® | = 1 will walk with

you for some distance.

fiferar T=8™: | = let us go together.

Yad: JHIY THYUNE 3T | = | have

something to talk to you about.

HAT YT J[élaal:l | = You have mistaken

me.

Yd=d §g UdIf&ddr | =l very much expected
you.

SgoIad: a% dIdl 9 ARG | = No news

from him for days.
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Jor o oY
e Ay |
W9 9 A9 gd: I, 7l A
o4l gIv |
(T® {T¢ & U BILYUENR)
vedha adrpto agnirvijanannudharna
gonam svadma pitinam |
jane na seva ahuryah san, madhye
nisatto ranvo durone ||

(guru {guru ke guna} rg.1/69/2)

A teacher should have the ability to
build up the students under his charge.
He must never be proud of his
knowledge. He should be as glorious as
the fire and possess qualities of
leadership. He must be a specialist of
his branch of knowledge. Just as a cow collects milk in her udder after grazing grass, a teacher
should collect knowledge through reflection and self-study. He should make teaching an
enjoyable experience even as food items are fed after having been made tasty and palatable.
He should be popular among his students; he must look distinguished with knowledge.
(Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Jeshta Mahasannidhanam Sri Srii Srii Abhinava Vidya Tirtha

Mahaswamiji and Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha
Mahaswamiji, file photo )

Abandon Pride etc..

A fear ot vafa, s R = wafa |

o fearsdar vafa, @ty fear gt vaq
(@ {SFYATEIRE) ATy /enfeud/3g3/0¢)
manam hitva priyo bhavati, krodham hitva na socati |
kamam hitva'rthavan bhavati, lobham hitva sukht bhavet ||
(tyajya {abhimanadi} mahabha./adiparva/313/78)
On abandoning pride one becomes dear to all, on leaving anger one does not have to

repent, by leaving desires one becomes rich and on leaving greed one becomes happy.
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gRden quidal saTfeefiarrT |
TguT Hed Fiaa frfSw: i
(Rrsg (wefeqy HRTUL/RMRILIRY¥URO)

sucirdakso gunopeto briuyadistamivantara |
caksusa gurumavyagno nirikseta jitendriyah ||
(Sisya {kartavya} mahabha./$anti./242/20)

It is the duty of a student that he should remain pure both inside and outside, should do
everything efficiently, endeavour to collect good qualities and keep good will in the heart. While
keeping control of his senses, he should look towards his teacher keeping eyes downcast with
devotion.

an e-magazine on advaita §

Student : Duty

Cultural Tradition
TR 7 goaw v va fFHured |
A Ry @i= HHifor $da: Il
SR T4l ugm: feerieReE: 1
(FPR-GPR {4 U&f)} HETHT./RI./I222/60-62)
Sucerapi hi yuktasya dosa eva nipatyate |
munepi vanasthasya svani karmani kurvatah ||
utpadyante trayo paksah mitrodasinasatravah ||
(samskara-samskara {pina paksa)} mahabha./$anti./111/60-61)
those pure souls, the Munis, engaged in their own activities and living in uninhabited forests
find themselves being accused of crimes never committed by them. No matter where one
resides, he would always find a few friends, a few indifferent souls and a few enemies. (So one
should go on doing good deeds ignoring others.)

Tradition : Bitter words also beneficial
Uge] X USWIRaU g, ¥ UM fagawn 9 g=ny =& |
fayrfaru-saffasifaqisay, areiia: f$g 9@ Yaargars: I

((PR-EPd (Folk awrk W ffawyy wiftofifdsmasze)
srnvan pura: parusagarjitamasya hanta, re pantha! vihvalamana na managapi syah |
visvartivarana-samarpitajivito'yam, nakarnitah kimu sakhe bhavatambuvahah ||

(samskara-samskrti {kathora vacara bhi hitakara} bhaminiviasa/1/36)

Hey Traveller! Don’t get upset by listening to the loud noise of the thundering clouds. Haven't

you ever heard the noise of the self-sacrificing clouds that give their life for the welfare of

others? It means that even harsh words of the greatmen are wuite beneficial.
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Stray Thoughts on Dharma

(by Sri. Jnanananda Bharathi Swamigal)
Chapter i
' Modern Education
3. The Modern Leaders
g . We have therefore the modern spectacle of a lawyer talking about the

3 ‘ medical system, of a politician talking about religion, of a doctor talking
about philosophy and so on. | do not all mean to say that they have no
! - right to talk like that; but they must first earn that right, not by insistent

S talking but by sincere study of the several subjects. A well-known
gentleman prominent in the field of modern politics has the grace to
confess his literary ignorance of the Dharma Sastras of the Hindus and yet has the hardihood to
proclaim, in season and out of season, that such and such a principle of conduct has no warrant
in those Sastras. Unfortunately, the general culture and knowledge of the modern “educated”
population of India are so low that there is every likelihood of a falsehood, repeated incessantly
and vociferously in the name of truth and in the tone of sincerity, passing muster for truth itself.
Happily for us, the Sastras are not yet extinct and it is quite an easy matter to verify his
statement. But nobody takes the trouble of doing so. If anybody is courageous enough to refute
that statement, he is immediately confronted with the question. “Do you know better than so and
so ?” and, as this question is based on the “conclusive presumption” that so-and-so is
omniscient, the questioner does not wait for an answer but is content with a contemptuous smile
at the fool-hardiness of the person before him in daring to differ from that so-and-so.
Such an attitude entirely ignores the basic principle that a statement can be true only because it
is true and not because somebody has said so. In enunciating the absolute validity of the
Vedas, our ancients hesitated to accept even God as their author and explained, on the other
hand, that He but promulgated at the beginning of the current creation the Vedas as recorded in
His memory from time beginningless. And yet it is orthodox Hindus that are accused of slave
mentality and blind tradition. The patent surrender of independent though and of even their
conscience on the part of those who are out to destroy Indian culture in the name of progress is,
to say the least of it, pitiable. The disciplinary action that is taken or threatened against those
who want to assert themselves is infinitely more tyrannous than the restrictions prescribed by
the Sastras and yet this is done in the name of liberty. In this land of toleration and sympathy,
we are now passing through a phase of history when those who still care for their religion and
society are being hunted and hounded out or being crushed beyond recognition, out of even
existence, in the name of liberalising Hinduism.
(Will Continue...)
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Golden Sayings of Jagadguru SrT Adi Sankaracharya

Sloka : UfUsd: FeRawUUquifowd s@on SRl UsHew-Uhesl fawRwRasar A
HAf, GddHed T TR UREq gafufeen |

Acharyal’s commentary : In ascertaining the truth nature of Brahman, men of wisdom should
not think of It in terms of whole and part - unit and fraction or cause and effect. For the essential
meaning of all the Upanisads is to remove all finite conceptions about Brahman (Brha.
Up.2.1.20)

Sloka : JT.0T9: 8 engeamaardl oW Uadd | 8fd: %4 U9 WeHeaeaadl ardil §G
A ¥a: g |

Acharyal’s commentary : According as one hankers after prosperity or immortality one
engages in the pleasurable or the preferable. Therefore all men are said to be bound by these
two through their sense of duty with regard to what leads to the pleasurable or the preferable.
(Katho.Up.1.2.1)

Sloka : 7 g @i fadeny: s&feq e e |

Acharyal’s commentary : Acquisition of wealth is not seen in this world to satisfy anyone
(Katho. Upa.1.1.27)
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