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Prarthana

yatté silpam kasyapa rocanavat |
indriyavatpuskalam citrabhanu |
sasimintsiirya arpita: sapta sakam |
tasmin rajana-madhivisrayémamiti |
You are known as Kashyapa. Extremely radiant, the brilliant spectrum of wonderful shades
that deflects from you strengthens our sense organs and their functions. | pray to you to place

me in a high and bright position for having worshipped you where those seven hues are in
union.
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Acharya Sandeshah : 1

A person engaging in charity must never think, “What publicity will | get out of the charity?”
One must perform charity without expecting anything in return. Such an attitude is indeed very
rare. If one expects something in return, it is equivalent to desiring difficulties for oneself. This is
because the charity can be returned only when the
donor begins to suffer and is in need of something.

The Jagadguru next talked about the importance of
humility. Some turn out to be very well learned. But they
harbor a feeling of superiority. Humility must be in
proportion to the extent of learning. One only needs to
understand the example set by Sri Adi Shankaracharya,
when Bhagavan Veda Vyasa came in the guise of an
elderly Brahmana. The Brahmana said to the Acharya —
“I hear that you have written a Bhashya on the Brahma
Sutras, Will you provide an answer to a question and
explain a Sutra?”. The disciples were angered that their
Acharya was being questioned thus, but the Acharya
said

(Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam
Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji @ Thottianur  in
Bhavani ,March 11-12 Vijaya Yatra, 2012)

— oGSy T TR, ERAISEPiaRed Al H
LRI ZIW@[ ?—l’g’(?ﬁ&[ [” — “There are many who know
the meaning of Bhagavan Veda Vyasa’s Brahma Sutras, and | salute them all. | do not hence
claim to be the sole person to know the meaning of the Sutras of Veda Vyasa. Yet | shall answer
whatever be your question.” Such was the humility exhibited by Sri Bhagavatpada despite His
being at the pinnacle of learning. Hence one should have the humility to answer any question,
however learned one may be.

The Jagadguru added that the Shastras say — HIFATRIET — “‘Everyone commits a
mistake at sometime or the other.” Hence one with immense power must have patience, one
with wealth must engage in charity, while the learned one must remain humble.

Concluding the Bhashanam, the Jagadguru said that the Acharyas of Sringeri have in the
past graced Bhavani, the place of confluence of 3 rivers namely Cauvery, Bhavani and Amudha.
The Mahaswamiji also remembered His own visit to Bhavani 25 years back and blessed the
gathering. Camp :Bhavani, March 11-12, VijayaYatra 2012
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Acharya Sandesham : 2

— Human birth is extolled in the Shastras because only humans
have the capacity to adhere to Dharma. It is natural to
question what constitutes Dharma and how one can be a
Dharmika. One has to follow certain principles to be a
Dharmika. The Mahaswamiji said one should never be proud
of one’s wealth, youth, education or power. Have we not seen
people, who were once healthy, fall down to being ordinary
citizens? Bhima’s pride in his power was humbled when he
tried in vain to move the tail of Hanuman, who had assumed
the form of an elderly monkey.

If one is an Astika (one who has faith in the Vedas,
existence of God, Dharma, the existence of other lokas, and
in rebirth), one must engage in charity. The Shastras say,
(Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam $r Sri
ST Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji @ Gopichettipalayam, 2012 Vijaya
Yatra.)

Wﬁfﬁ@l@w ey faa fo |
T fawe 7= wRa=ag el |

an e-magazine on advaita

“Only that wealth which is given as charity or is enjoyed can be classified as yours. You only
serve as a protector of all other wealth even if you think it is yours.”

We arrange a number of offerings for the worship of the Lord. The Lord needs none of these.
However, our offerings are for our own good. Charity too ultimately results in our Shreyas. Man
enters the world with no possessions, and leaves the world too so. Hence it is wise to use all
that is acquired between birth and death in the service of man and towards meritorious deeds.
The Shruti (Veda) says
Toqd fagd SUEdr: | 9 Ay a4 e a7 | a0 gea = 99 | haardt Yafd daarg! |
— “If one does not use his wealth in the service of man or God, he incurs sin.”

Even when engaging in charity or good deeds, one must never publicize it as the Shastras says
“ef: &R ﬁ?hl?[ Does not the Lord know when you perform charity?

Camp : Gobichettipalayam,March 12-15, Vijaya Yatra, 2012.
Source : www.vijayayatra.com
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The Path of Dharma Sastra

In this portion we are going to see "The Path of Dharma Sastra" in Question and Answer form.
For our doubts regarding "Dharma Sastra" Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati,
Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni will guide us
according to Vedic Scriptures.

The recorded teachings, Q and A sections by Swami Omkaranada Saraswati.

L S N
o gl

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri SiT Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji and
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Sri Sii Sri Vidhusekhara Bharati  Mahaswamiji
Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram,
Vedapuri, Theni ,2017 Vijaya Yatra

Question : What is the significance of Sri Rudram?
Swamiji : Sri Rudram praises all creations as Sri Shiva’s vishvarupam. It is part of Sri Krishna
Yajur Veda and is one of the most important parts of the Vedas. Nowhere else in the Vedic

Feb -2022 V%J Page 4 of 12



N

advaitam paramanandam *\-:‘f...”...-'
CHODANAA

(An Unit of the e magazine Voice of Jagadguru)

chants do we find a series of mantras containing ‘Nama:’, in offering of namaskarams. Sri Shiva
panchakshara mantra ‘Om Nama: Shivaya’ takes place in the central part of Sri Rudram.

Sri Rudram is chanted in homam (fire ritual) as a kayika prarthana (prayer using physical
body), chanted as a vachika prarthana (verbal prayer) and as a japam it is a manasa prarthana
(mental prayer).

Since it explains the relationship between Bhagavan, Jiva and creation, it is an Upanishad -
Rudropanishad. It also serves as a preparation for developing the eligibility for Jnanopadesham.

Sri Rudram is generally chanted with Chamakam which is a prayer enlisting all the
requirements of the devotee — both spiritual and material needs.

Question : What are the benefits of chanting Sri Rudram?

Swamiji : Chanting Sri Rudram serves as a prayaschitta (remedy) for alleviating the ill-effects of
paapam (sins) committed by us. Kaivalyopanishad says that it even absolves us of having hurt a
brahman or enjoyed some other person’s riches.

In Kurma puranam, there is a story of Bhagavan having appeared before Vasumanas and
told him to chant Vedic praises suffixed with nama: to be relieved from samsara (bondage).
Chanting of Sri Rudram removes the obstacles in spiritual life and keeps emotions under
control. Daily chanting of Sri Rudram is recommended for renunciate spiritual aspirants in
Kaivalyopanishad.

Question : What are the ways of chanting Rudram and Chamakam?

Swamiji : Both Sri Rudram and Chamakam have eleven portions each. Chanting Sri Rudram
and Chamakam once is Namakam. Chanting Sri Rudram 11 times with one anuvakam (portion)
of Chamakam being chanted after every time of chanting Sri Rudram is called Rudram. In this
fashion, if Sri Rudram is chanted 121 times it is called Rudra Ekadashini, 1,321 times is
Maharudram and 14,541 times is Athi Rudram. Generally, the number of devotees who take
sankalp and chant are also 11, 121 and so on for some of these large prarthanas and
sometimes, it also stretches over 11 days.

Question : What is the connotation of the word ‘Bhagavan’?

Swamiji : Sri Rudram starts with ‘Om Namo Bhagavathe Rudraya’.

Bhaga asya asti iti Bhagavan - One who is endowed six virtues in full.

Aisvaryasya samagrasya viryasya yasasah sriyah. jnana-vairagyayos caiva shannaam bhaga
itiranna — one who is all supremacy, power, fame, wealth, knowledge and dispassion.
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Human beings are endowed with these virtues in small, limited ways. He looks up to, and
worships Bhagavan who is complete with all these. Also, we need to be humble - understanding
that any virtue that we possess is only an expression of Bhagavan'’s virtues.

Question : Why
should we chant
several names of the
same God?
Swamiji
Bhagavan’s Nama is
praised beyond
Bhagavan even -
they say Sri Rama
nama is more
powerful than Sri
Rama.

Every nama is an
aspect of Bhagavan
and praising
Bhagavan in that
manner becomes a
prayer for imbibing
or getting that
quality.

In normal
parlance, a person who wishes for knowledge, appreciates the knowledge of a scholar in the
field and likes to associate with him. Similarly, one who wishes for lot of money and wealth
values the other person’s money and associates with the rich to become richer.

Praying to all aspects of Bhagavan praising all His names, towards the welfare of oneself
and the entire ecosystem that he is part of - will bestow upon him a balanced, happy life.

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji and
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhdnam Sri Srii Sri Vidhuéekhara Bharati Mahaswamiji
Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram,
Vedapuri, Theni ,2017 Vijaya Yatra
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Learn Sanskrit

U] Tda dT ? - Did you go alone ?

THTH! fHHd 2 TRaRTAd: TadH - Why

alone? | went with my family.

f&=rd 0 RRUAdT | - | stayed there for three
days.

AR SUHrd: 3fHaq | -There was an
accident on the road.

fa=vdqar ®isfa 9 afora: 2 - No one was

seriously injured ?

aﬁﬁ draf<d Tg 417 - Only so much luggage
?

SgYT o=T: 3RH YT | - Very tired, you know.

rafeet fmedy 2 - Why rickshaw ?

Alpam- TS | - Let's go by bus.

WAIHAA - By bus.

b BT - In a rickshaw.

ﬁﬁtﬂﬁ:{ - By luxury bus.

UTaI¥TH - On foot.

HIFERIEATH - By semi-luxury bus.

HAY: - talking.

b El?ﬁ&“l?f HI: 2 - Who waits for ?

Safbe™l Ta TWW: | - Let's go by

rickshaw only.

e qYr Fu: Sﬁf ? - Why waste money
unnecessarily ?

DI Uchia A | - | have been

waiting for a long time.

Fal URYT: ? - When did you start ?

HI YR 4 TP d1? - Have you visited

Kashi and Rameswaram ?

faq g¥ 3Rifd SHIfd 9172 - Do you

know how nice it is ?

Hgq 3AqYydH | - Fantastic

339 HARMA™T TSTH | - Studying in a
college here.

Ry DYy 31T 2 - How is your

preparation ?

UTSJYHN: Td q HHIW: | - Portions have not
been completed.
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JUINATH subhasitani
To preach others is very easy
WRIYSR Ui |Iwi e Jun |
oH WEgEH $fay JeTEH:
(TR-SUSRT P dga¥ {fFATSR./2/300})
paropadese pandityam sarvesam sukaram nrpam |
dharme sviyamanusthanam kasyacittu mahatmanah ||
(para-upadesa kusala bahutere {hitopadesa./1/107})
All people are prepared to preach others showing their natural knowledge but only a few
great souls perform their religious duties honestly.

an e-magazine on advaita

The aim of life.

T8 dcddiey ggufl 7 Afegradagdt faafd: |

Yy igay A R Yoy vafa
I

(S &1 a8 {Haq/3/4))

iha cedavedidatha satyamasti na cedihavedinmahati
vinastih |
bhiitesu bhhitesu vicitya dhirah

pretyasmallokadamrtah bhavanti ||

(jtvana ka laksya {kenopanisat/3/5})
If you know Ishvara in this human life, it is very profitable
and if you don't know Him then you have wasted your
human birth and it is a great loss. The wisemen seeing the
birth and death of the creatures know the reality of the
world and so they after leaving this world attain an everlasting stage, that is liberation.

His Holines:
Sri Abhinava Vidyatheertha Mah.
His Guru HH. Jagadyguru St Chandrase

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sri Sri Sri Chandrashekara Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji and
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sri Sri Srf Abhinavavidhya Tirtha Mahaswamiji

Enemies of knowledge.
IgAHUE gogrfaare: ¥t au: |
SR[YET @RT Xarar fIeman: IEawd: i
(e & =g (FRTYI./SEN/¥o/¥})

asiuyaikapadam mrtyurativadah sriyo vadhah |
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asusrusa tvara slagha vidyayahh satravastrayah ||
(vidya ke satru {mahabha./udyoga/40/4})

Jealousy is like a death, too much speaking decreases one’s respect and lack of service,
haste and desire of own praise are the three enemies of education.

Harm from Immorality.

AYHOY draq ddl WEIOT I=afd |
ad: Auarsfd agayg faa=afa i
(rgd F g (@T/¥/20%))
adharmenaidhate tavat tato bhadrani pasyati |
tatah sapatnaijayati samilastu vinasyati ||
(adharma se hani (manu/4/174})

A man makes progress with the help of
. immorality, looks at desired things and also
wins his enemies, but at last he is up-rooted
) and destroyed.

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sri Sri Sri
Chandrashekara Bharati Mahaswamiji

Condemnable Persons.

I
(Fre-T AFT (HETHIL/[ENT.303)
akarmasilam ca mahasanam ca
loka-dvistam bahumayam nrsamsam |
adesakalajhamanistavesayam etan grhe na
prativasayet ||
(nindaniya manava {mahabha./udyoga./37/35})

Such persons, who are idle, eat too much, have hatred for others, are very insincere,
careless about the place or the time and wear dirty clothes should not be allowed to stay in their
own house.
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Stray Thoughts on Dharma

(by Sri. Jnanananda Bharathi Swamigal)
Chapter IV
THE RULE OF THE MAJORITY

4. No Common Platform

If, on the other hand, he happens to approve of it, he
at once proudly recalls the ancient glory and wisdom
of our forefathers who had the prescience to postulate
and dictate beneficent laws for all posterity. If another
course of conduct is not found in the Vedas but is
approved of by our friend, he appeals again to our
high sense of civilised modernity and wants us to
adopt it as suitable to our present needs. If however it
is found in the Vedas and has his approval, he is
surprised at the impiety of the moderns who presume
to know better than their Vedic ancestors and adopt a
line of life not enunciated by the all-knowing sages of
the past. Our friend’s easy theory, again of
“interpolations” to explain away every inconvenient
text, is being agreeably augmented by the “discovery” of new “scriptures” to suit his latest
preachings.

In short, there is no common ground between the real Hindu and the pseudo-Hindu. That is
just the reason why the former is at a great disadvantage in this age. A man can discuss a
subject with another who has some definite principles to enunciate or at least has definite
methods of argumentation. Nobody, however agile he may be, can ever run a race with a mad
horse. Sri Shankaracharya argued with and won over the extreme materialists like the
Charvakas on their own ground of Pratyaksha or sensuous perception. Our modern friend would
not accept even this. If you argue with him on the basis of Pratyaksha, he will at once turn round
and say “So-and-so has said the contrary. Another so-and-so has said so also. Are you greater
than them?”. Then the discussion will take a different turn altogether and become a discussion
about personalities and not about principles. If you tell him “Even your authorities have said so”,
he is ready to sooly throw them overboard and exclaim, “They may be great personages but, so
far as this matter is concerned, they are clearly in the wrong”. How can there be any discussion
when there is no tangible combatant to oppose you and when there is no common platform? It
is therefore quite improper for the Dharmic leaders to engage themselves in propaganda
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counter to that of our newspaper articles or the platform agitator. If they engage themselves ,
they will be practically resigning their position of religious eminence.

Further, supposing that they do enter the arena of modern controversy, which is the impartial
voice that is to decide on the relative merits of the two sides of the controversy ? It is an
accepted principle that in every combat, physical or intellectual, the umpire must be well posted
in the intricacies of the game or discussion involved and well equipped with the power of
enforcing his decision. But in the modern religious controversies, an appeal is made not to the
learned but to the lay, if not the ignorant, public. They are asked to decide whether they would
prefer the smooth road to ruin or the uphill path to eternal light. It is no surprise that the
anti-religious movements which seek to loosen or burst as under the bonds of religious
discipline, to substitute self-indulgence in the place of self-control, to encourage unbridled
licence in the name of freedom, are able in no time to enlist the sympathy and the support of a
large number of people. The intrinsic worth of a doctrine does not depend upon the number of
persons who believe it. The intelligentsia of any country, in the field of politics, philosophy,
religion, science or any other, have always been only a few and it is but right and natural that it
should be so. Further, it is well to bear in mind that the greatest statesman may be quite a child
in politics. It is the ignoring of these elementary truths that is responsible for the confusion that is
now prevailing in the minds of modern politicians and would-be reformers.

Chapter V
The Doctrine of Caste
1. Equality

It is a curious and a very lamentable ivory of fate that in these days when man is very
particular about the purity of the breed in horses, cows, dogs and even poultry he is very callous
about his own breed. He is prepared to admit that there are innumerable varieties in the same
species of animals though they all bear the name of the species but is due only to wilful
blindness or the obstinate unwillingness to face facts as they are. The Vedantic Ideal that all are
Brahman is itself requisitioned to support this attitude. This is quite on a par with the nudist
seeking support in the Upanishads which describes the highest involved saint, the Jivanmukta
Paramahamsa, as Digambara or without any covering. A sage who looks upon all women as
mothers certainly sees all women alike. But so does a sensual rake to whom all women appear
only as objects of enjoyment. It is a mistake to suppose that from the similarity in the outlook the
rake is asage. A saint who has transcended the sense of Mine certainly feels that all the world is
his. A thief cannot for that reason claim the property of another as his own. It is sheer
dishonesty to misinterpret our highest ideals for the sake of justifying our base aims. It will be
more honest to leave the ancients quite alone and to try to evolve and enunciate, if you can,
your own modern philosophy of life on your own standards. (Will Continue...)
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Golden Sayings of Jagadguru SrT Adi Sankaracharya
Sloka : I&l T4 S0 RRT YRUMT daFq T4 FREHRY Suadad |
Acharyal’s commentary : Clear Vigilance is possible only when the senses are kept steady

--- Kathopanisad 2.3.11

Sloka : IS AR WA ARIUIRERY: 96 39 SRIYA: dolial™: dged fawdd: a1 favad
ST Srafama |

Acharyal’s commentary : He, too, the Supreme Lord, the Ruler of maya, seems to be
possessed of maya on account of His closeness to it as Him limiting adjunct, and possessed of
body etc. that are the effects of maya and diversified as ISvara etc, by diversified objects.

advaitam paramanandam L\ an e-magazine on advaita

--- Svetasvataropanisad 1.9

Sloka : 7 f§ e¥rIemifeal: sftq Hig fafédizr goar gdaewd Fafug axifg wead|
Faae @ eyr-aifeyae @ /i |

Acharyal’s commentary : Between the illustration and the illustrated, nobody can show
equality in every respect over and above some point of similarity in some way which is sought to
be presented. For if such an all-round similarity exists, the very relation between the illustration
and the illustrated will fall through.

---Brahma -Sitra 3.2.20
Link of the Voice of Jagadguru Quotes App

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.voj
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