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agajanana-padmakam gajananam-aharnisam|
anekadamtam bhaktanam ekadantam-upasmahe ||1]]|

We meditate day and night on the one-tusked one who is the sun for the lotus in the form of
the face of Parvatl, the one with the elephant face and the one who is the giver of all desired
ends to his devotees. (Or) As the rays from the lotus-face of Gauri (Devi Parvati) is always on
her beloved son Gajanana (Who has the face of an elephant), similarly, the Grace of Sri
Ganesha is always on his devotees; granting their many prayers; the devotees who with deep
devotion worship the ekadanta (one with a single tusk).
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Acharya Sandeshah = 1

What does it mean when we say “The Lord protects Dharma” when He incarnates?

-

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji,
Kallidaikuruchi: MAY 5-7, 2012 Vijaya Yatra 2012)

Protection of Dharma means that the Lord removes all obstacles by destroying evil forces which
stand in the way of adhering to Dharma. Our duty after the Lord’s incarnation is to adhere to
Dharma. However it has to be examined whether we are indeed following Dharma. Let us
consider the following: Suppose the raw materials for cooking have been procured; the food has
been prepared and served. It is for the hungry man to consume the food. The food has not been
prepared for those who procured the raw materials, or prepared the food or the person who
serves food. Yet if the hungry man complains that he continues to be hungry even though the
prepared food is right in front of him, whose fault is it? Is it not his duty to consume the food and
satiate his hunger?
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Similarly, is it not our duty to follow Dharma when the Lord has incarnated, protected
Dharma, and given us a human birth? Can we study the Vedas, perform Yagas, worship the
Lord and attain Jnana if we had taken birth in any other form? Though the Lord has given us all
that is needed for the practice of Dharma, do we utilise this opportunity? The sincerity and focus
that one must show towards Dharma has been directed elsewhere by every one of you these
days. The mind is not under control and goes after various objects.

There was a time when people refused to go after objects or prosperity if it came in the way
of their observing Dharma. There have been instances in the past when the king sent for
scholars while they were engaged in Anushtanam, they used to send the king’s emissary back
saying that they would come only after finishing their Anushtanam. When such a scholar once
went to the king after finishing his Anushthanam, the king expressed that he was made to wait
for an hour. The scholar replied, “My Anushtana is for the good of all in the country.” Such was
their dedication to their Dharma.

Today, we become happy when we realize that we had such ancestors. But our happiness
and contentment stop right there. How many feel that we should follow in their footsteps and
lead our lives like they did? They put Dharma and the Lord ahead of everything else. Today
people have wealth, status, comfort and worldly fame as their main focus. What is the point of
the Lord incarnating and taking efforts to reestablish Dharma? What is the guarantee that one
will get born as a human in the next birth?

The Guru can only show the people the path. We can point out if a man takes a wrong path
or is about to fall into a pit. But if he refuses to listen, what can be done? Similarly if people even
after being told, continue to do Adharmic activities, what can be done? Only when people
adhere to Dharma does the land become bountiful. Hence realize the significance of the Lord’s
incarnation, your human birth and adhere to Dharma.

Sri Adi Shankara Bhagavatpada established the four Amnaya Peethams only to ensure
that there would be someone to keep reminding the masses of the importance of Dharma and
bring those who have drifted from the Dharmic path back into the fold.

The Acharyas who have followed in the Dakshinamnaya Sri Sharada Peetham have
consecrated Goddess Sharada in many places. Hence it is essential to worship Sharada, the
Goddess of knowledge, as well as the Guru who is the bestower of knowledge.

(2012 Vijaya Yatra : Kallaidaikuruchi : May 5-7)
Source : https://vijayayatra.sringeri.net/archiveyatra/kallidaikuruchi-may-5-7-2012/
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The Path of Dharma Sastra

In this portion we are going to see "The Path of Dharma Sastra" in Question and Answer form.
For our doubts regarding "Dharma Sastra" Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati,
Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni will guide us
according to Vedic Scriptures.

The recorded teachings, Q and A sectlons by Swami Omkaranada Saraswati.

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamul and
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Vidhu$ekhara Bharati  Mahaswamiji
Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram,
Vedapuri, Theni ,2017 Vijaya Yatra

Question : Who are the unique qualities of the noble?
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Swamiji : Noble people possess mastery over virtues. They take it as a natural duty to do
dharmic deeds. Without having to take conscious efforts, they perform good deeds
spontaneously and effortlessly. (Kural #981)

In Prasnottara Ratnamalika, Sri Adi Sankaracharya says Learned elders are those who are
dharmic/ righteous and know brahman (Pure consciousness principle).

& Tegl:? A effavaT 18311
ke vrddha:? ye dharmatattvajnah ||43||

Noble people don’t seek other external sense pleasures for their well-being. Their mind filled
with values gives strength to their jivatma - soul in the human body and that is the wellness of
the perfect, noble men. (#982). External things do not lure them and they never fall from their
values for any worldly gain, name, fame, etc. Such people have a very simple lifestyle, are
righteous and never choose unethical means. They are genuine in their goodness.

Their mind is mastered and conducive, as Sri Krishna says in the Bhagavad Gita:
TFERTHTHARIRT AATHATHT f57eT: |

AT 2 dcdieid 26[ad Il §-ElI

bandhuratmatmanastasya yenatmaivatmana jitah |

anatmanastu satrutve vartetatmaiva satruvat || 6-6||

- An uncontrolled body-mind is an enemy, whereas a well-mastered body-mind is a friend
to the Jivatma.

Question : What are the five pillars of the noble?

Swamiji : Love for all (beyond the close circle of family, friends), fear of disgrace as a result of
sins, reaching out to the needy, compassion, avoiding untruth in speech are the five pillars of
nobility.

Question : ‘Sandror’ are role models in society. What is in them that we ought to imbibe?

Swamiji : The basis for nobility is not talking about another’s mistakes (criticizing), just as the
basis for austerity is not destroying another life. (#984)

The noble take people along humbly to accomplish a task. It is this humility by which they
change others’ inimical attitude towards them. (#985)
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The hallmark of nobility lies in intellectual honesty — appreciating and accepting a capable
sub-ordinate. (#986)

Also, what makes one a perfect
person is doing good even to those
who have harmed. This is very
difficult to practice, as our ego steps
in the way. We should remember the
example of Mother Earth who is
patient to bear even those who dig

IR

MM the earth. (#987). However, it is said
‘ ‘ that if the noble slip from their
perfection, Mother earth will be
unable to bear the burden. (#990)

Let us aim at following the
footsteps of the noble — let us not talk
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji Pujyasri
Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni
,2012 Vijaya Yatra about others’ faults, let us be humble, have intellectual honesty to accept and
appreciate the success of youngsters over us and do good even to those who harm.

Question : What is the greatness of the noble?

Swamiji : The man of a noble clan does not lose his lofty qualities, even if he is pinched by
poverty. Poverty is not disgraceful to one who has the strength of good qualities (#988). Though
the sea may change its nature in kali kaal, when the world is said to resolve, one at the brim of
the sea of perfection will never change (#989).

This world is said to be in the control of those whose speech is pleasing & beneficial, and who
are devoted to righteousness says Sri Adi Sankaracharya in Prasnottara Ratna Malika - &&I

ad  sPIdfdfgdaaaa emMfaRa®. kasya vase  jagadetatpriyahitavacanasya

dharmaniratasya.

(these are based on ‘Sandranmai’ adhikaram of Thirukural including commentaries & teachings
of Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda)

Our Mail ID : Info@voiceofjagadguru.com
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AT AR Y31 I sTHEA(G 1l Co I
astavimani harsasya nava nitani bharata |
vartamanani drsyante tanyeva susukhanyapi || 78||
samagamasca sakhibhirmahamscaiva dhanagamabh |
putrena ca parisvangah samnipatasca maithune || 79||
samaye ca priyalapah svayuthesu ca samnatih |
abhipretasya labhasca puja ca janasamsadi || 80 ||

Oh Bharata! meeting with friends, accession of immense
wealth, embracing a son, union for intercourse, conversation with
friends in proper times, the advancement of persons belong to one's own party, the acquisition
of what had been anticipated, and respect in society, these eight are the very cream of
happiness, and these only are attainable here, nothing more is needed.

316EY I]OTT: Y dlafrd YT A bl A G e I |
TRISBHLTATSIGHITSAT o g1+ F121fts pagar = Il - Il
astau gunah purusam dipayanti prajia ca kaulyam ca damah srutam ca |
parakramascabahubhasita ca danam yathasakti krtajiata ca || - ||

The qualities that glorify a man, is expressed in eight ways. They are wisdom, high birth,
self-restraint, learning, bravery, moderation in speech according to one's power is said as a
gifted thing, and gratitude.

(continues...)
Our Mail ID : Info@voiceofjagadguru.com
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Yaksha Prashna

Y&UHA:
HinAard g eeren di faei vz |
T A G YIRS fAufadr: 11 38 11
bhimasenastathetyutktva tam disam pratyapadyata |
yatra te purusavyaghra bhrataro’sya nipatitah || 34 ||

Bhimasena thereupon saying, 'So be it,' set out for that place where his brothers lay dead.

AT el Hinegean = goifed: |
A HETdTg: BH d2IaR&rM |
tandrstva duhkhito bhimastrsaya ca prapiditah |
amanyata mahabahuh karma tadyaksaraksasam |

And beholding them, Bhima suffering though he was with thirst, was exceedingly distressed.
And the armed hero thought all that to have been the act of some Yaksha or Rakshasa.

| fa~aaTHT daT Ahged ganei A 11 3y I
URNA aracartafafa arelf geies: |
daIsweTeeHI fOuRg: gauehe 11 35 11
sa cintayamasa tada yoddhavyam dhruvamadya me || 35 ||
pasyami tavatpaniyamiti partho vrkodarah |
tato’bhyadhavatpaniyam pipasuh purusarsabhah || 36 ||

And Vrkodara (Bhima) thought , 'l shall surely have to fight today with those who made this to
us. But let me first satisfy my thirst. Then that bull of the Bharata race rushed forward with the
intention of drinking the water to pacify his thirst.

(Continues...)

Our Mail ID : Info@voiceofjagadguru.com
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Introduction TO Vedanda (The Vedic View and Way
Of Life)

(by His Holiness Swami Paramarthananda)
Chapter 3
VARNASRAMA - VYAVASTHA

an e-magazine on advaita §

VARNA BASED ON CHARACTER

Based on one's character, svabhava or guna, we can have divisions. This is gunavyavastha.
Broadly based, we can have four possible distinct characters. One is a spiritual character. Such
a tendency is called brahmana-guna. The people with this character are called guna-brahmana,
though by birth these people may not be brahmana. To put in scriptural language, they have
sattvaguna-predominance backed by rajoguna, i.e sattva-rajas-tamas in that order-SRT.

Some others are selflessly active though they may not go to a temple or do meditation; they
spend their entire life serving the society. These people remain members of several social
organizations and remain busy doing one service or the others; they may not have time even for
their family. These are the people who are extrovert and active but all their activities are meant
not for themselves but for others. This character is called ksatriya-guna and the people with this
character are called guna-ksatriyas, though by birth they may not be ksatriyas. In scriptural
language, they have rajoguna predominance backed by sattvaguna (RST).

There are some others who are selfishly active. They are also so active that they don't have
time for their wife and children. Most of their activities are centered on gathering money,
possessions etc for themselves and their family, and not for the sake of society or others. They
may be striving for either name or fame or status or anything, but they basically remain selfishly
active. This character is called vaisya-guna and the persons having this character are called
guna-vaisyas, though by birth they may not be vaisyas. These people have rajoguna
predominance backed by tamoguna (RTS)

The fourth possible character is marked by indolence and mechanicalness. There is no
activity at all. The only activity you see in such people is eating and sleeping. They may have
some hereditary property and thus they are not forced to earn any wealth. They merely sit and
eat and continue to be lazy. Their minimum activities are mechanical, unskilled and routine
activities. Such a person cannot be expected to do any job that requires any discrimination.
Such a character is Sidra-guna and the person with this character is said to be guna-$udra,
though by birth he may not be a $udra. This group has tamoguna backed by rajoguna (TRS).
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We have four varnas based on karma also. We are not dealing with a person's birth or
character in this. On the other hand, we are dealing with his profession and based on that, we
divide society into four groups. The first possible karma or activity is religious activity or religious
teaching i.e., a life committed to the study of scriptures, the teaching of scriptures and helping
the society in leading a religious life. This profession is akin to priesthood, where the entire life is
committed to religion and helping others in following religion. This profession is called
brahmana-karma. The person who takes to such a profession is called karma-brahmana.

Then the second possible profession is politics, a profession in which one dedicates oneself
to the service of society or the country. One may join in politics, government or administration.
This includes the army also. In fact, this takes into account all those occupations, which are
connected with the protection of the country. This is called kstariya-karma and the person who
takes to such a profession is called karma-ksatriya.

The third possible profession is commerce or business. It includes agriculture as well as the
production and the distribution of various commodities. This profession is called vaisya-karma
and the person who takes to such a profession is called karma-vaisya.

The fourth possible profession is service. The person belonging to this profession does not
take to any one particular profession but he serves the karma-brahmanas, or the karma
-ksatriyas or the karma -vaisyas. This service is called sudra- karma and a person who takes to
such a karma is called karma-stdra. He is not a leader; he is an employee, a person who is led
by the leaders in the other three professions.

Now if we take an individual's jati, guna and karma, they need not be the same in one
person. An individual can be a mixture of these three varnas based on the three standpoints.
There is no rule that a jati-brahmana should be a guna-brahmana or a karma-brahmana. If a
person is born a brahmana, he is a jati-brahmana. If he becomes an MLA or a minister, he is a
karma-ksatriya. If he is selfish, he comes under guna-vaisya group. Similarly, we can have other
permutations. But rarely is a person a jati-brahmana a guna-brahmana and a karma-brahmana
all in one. It is not that they should be different. It is normally different.

(Continues...)
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Stray Thoughts on Dharma

(by Sri. Jnanananda Bharathi Swamigal)
CHAPTER X
FORBEARANCE
3. Irritation

Bharadwaja after finishing his daily ablutions returned to his hermitage.
As he was under pollution owing to the death of his son, though as yet
unknown to him, the fires did not shine as usual and welcome him.
Noticing this, he spoke to the servant, "The fires do not welcome me as
usual. You yourself seem different. What is the matter? Is all safe in the
hermitage? | hope my son has not done anything wrong." The servant
said, "Evidently your son incensed Raibhya; for he lies dead at the gate
struck down by a Rakshasa when he tried to enter here in an unclean state and was prevented
by me." Overpowered by grief, the sage began to lament the death of his son. "You took to
austerities only to get knowledge of the Vedas and | do not see how you have sinned in any
way. | warned you against Raibhya, but you have chosen to offend him somehow... Raibhya too
knew quite well that | was old and that you were my only son. How could he allow himself to be
so overpowered by anger as to hurt you? Well. It has so happened. | have nothing more to live
for in this world. | shall also depart fromit. ..... But Raibhya who has caused me this terrible grief
must not go unpunished. He shall before long be slain by his own son Oh! What have | done? It
is far better to have no son at all than to be exposed to the terrible suffering caused by the loss
of a son. When a man is so afflicted, he loses his sense altogether. Look at myself. | have lost
my son and, added to this affliction, | have cursed my most intimate friend. Have | any
justification for living a minute longer ?" Thus lamenting, he performed the last rites with respect
to his son and then lit up a fire and burnt himself in it.

Just at this time King Brhaddyumna, whose priest was Raibhya, wanted to perform a
sacrifice extending over several days and requested Raibhya to send his sons Arvavasu and
Paravasu to officiate. They accordingly went there leaving Raibhya at home. One night the
younger son Paravasu thought he would go to his house and see if his father was safe and
return before break of dawn. It was a dark night and as he was coming through the woods near
his house he noticed something like an animal prowling about and with a view to saving himself
from any possible attack from it struck at it with his stick. It so happened that it was his own
father who had put on a deer-skin on his back as a protection against cold. He was shocked to
see what he had done. As however there was no help for it, he performed the funeral rites and
then returned to the king's sacrificial spot.

(Will Continue...)
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