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ayodhyabhimukham gatva kinciddiram tato yayuh |
te’pi ramamadrstvaiva pratarutthaya duhkhitah || 57|
rathanemigatam margam pasyantaste puram yayuh |
hrdi ramam sasitam te dhyayantastasthuranvaham || 58||
sumantro’pi ratham sighram nodayamasa sadaram |
sphitan janapadan pasyan ramah sitasamanvitah || 59||
gangatiram samagacchacchrngaveraviduratah |
gangam drstva namaskrtya snatva sanandamanasabh || 60||
simsapavrksamille sa nisasada raghattamabh |
tato guho janaih srutva ramagamamahotsavam || 61||
sakhayam svaminam drastum harsattirnam samapatat |
phalani madhupuspadi grhitva bhaktisamyutah || 62]|
ramasyagre viniksipya dandavatprapatadbhuvi |
guhamutthapya tam tirnam raghavah parisasvaje || 63||
samprstakusalo ramam guhah pranjalirabravit |
dhanyo’hamadya me janma naisadam lokapavana || 64||
babhiiva paramanandah sprstva te’ngam raghattama |
naisadarajyametatte kinkarasya raghittama || 65]|
tvadadhinam vasannatra palayasman raghudvaha |

agaccha yamo nagaram pavanam kuru me grham || 66||
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grhana phalamdilani tvadartham saficitani me |
anugrhnisva bhagavan dasaste’ham surottama || 67|
ramastamaha suprito vacanam sarnu me sakhe |
na veksyami grham gramam nava varsani pafnca ca || 68||
dattamanyena no bhuije phalamdiladi kificana |
rajyam mamaitatte sarvam tvam sakha me’tivallabhah || 69||
vataksiram samanayya jatamukutamadarat |
babandha laksmanenatha sahito raghunandanah || 70||
jalamatram tu samprasya sitaya saha raghavah |
astrtam kusaparnadyaih $ayanam laksmanena hi || 71||
uvasa tatra nagaraprasadagre yatha pura |
susvapa tatra vaidehya paryanka iva samskrte || 72||
tato’vidlre parigrhya capam sabanatuniradhanuh sa laksmanah |
raraksa ramam parito vipasyan guhena sardham sasarasanena || 73||
iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade

ayodhyakande paficamah sargah || 5]|

The chariot was taken in the direction of Ayodhya for some distance and from there turned
back to the forest. The citizens, waking up in the morning, were terribly grief stricken to notice the
absence of Rama there. They, however, tried to trace him, following the mark made by the chariot
wheels. But that took them only back to the city. And so resigning themselves to their fate, they
continued to stay in the city, constantly thinking of Rama and Sita. Sumantra now drove the chariot
very fast. Moving through prosperous villages, Rama reached the banks of the Ganga where the
Ashrama known as Sringavera was situated. Seeing the holy river Ganga and bathing in it, Rama
was highly delighted to stay under a Simsapa tree. Now Guha, a local chieftain (handman),
knowing about the advent of Rama from his people, proceeded to meet him, who was both his
friend and master. Carrying fruits, honey, flowers and the like in hand, he went quickly in a mood of
high bliss. Offering all these things to Rama, he made a full prostration at his feet, stretching his
whole body on the ground. Rama lifted him up immediately and embraced him. After Rama had
made kind enquiries of his welfare, Guha said to him with his palms joined in bow: "Oh My Lord,
the sanctifier of the worlds! Today | am really fortunate and my birth in the tribe of hunters has
come to its fulfilment. Oh the noblest among the Raghus! | have had the thrill of spiritual joy by
contacting your body today. This country of the hunters belongs to me, your servant. Therefore
these places are under your jurisdiction. Oh noble successor of Raghu's line! Be pleased to stay
on here and rule over us. Let us go to the town, and be pleased to purify my house by your
presence after accepting this offering of all the fruits and roots that | collected for you my lord -O
respected one! Be kind and bless your servant." Rama, who was delighted with Guha, said to him,
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"O friend! Hear my words. For fourteen years, | shall not enter a village or a house, nor shall | eat
fruits and roots offered by others. True it is that all this kingdom is mine. You are indeed dear to my
heart." Rama next had some sap of banyan tree brought, and with it he and Lakshmana had their
hair matted and tied on their head like crowns. That prince of Raghu's line, taking only water as his
food, spent the night along with Sita on a bed of grass made for them by Lakshmana. On such
beds, he and Sita slept as comfortably as they used to do on luxurious cots in the upper floor of
the palace. And Lakshmana, equipped with bow, arrow and quiver, along with the fully armed
Guha, stood guard over Rama in the premises.
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$rimahadeva uvaca | (Sriparamesvara uvaca |)
suptam ramam samalokya guhah so’srupariplutah |
laksmanam praha vinayad bhratah pasyasi raghavam || 1||
sayanam kusapatraughasamstare sitaya saha |
yah sete svarnaparyanke svastirne bhavanottame || 2||
kaikeyT ramaduhkhasya karanam vidhina krta |
mantharabuddhimasthaya kaikeyT papamacarat || 3||
tacchrutva laksmanah praha sakhe sarnu vaco mama |
kah kasya heturduhkhasya kasca hetuh sukhasya ca || 4||
svapurvarjitakarmaiva karanam sukhaduhkhayoh || 5||
sukhasya duhkhasya na ko’pi data paro dadatiti kubuddhiresa |

aham karomiti vrthabhimanah svakarmasutragrathito hi lokah || 6]|
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suhrnmitraryudasinadvesyamadhyasthabandhavah |
svayamevacaran karma tatha tatra vibhavyate || 7||
sukham va yadi va duhkham svakarmavasago narah |
yadyadyathagatam tattad bhuktva svasthamana bhavet || 8||
na me bhogagame vancha na me bhogavivarjane |
agacchatvatha magacchatvabhogavasago bhavet || 9|
svasmin dese ca kale ca yasmadva yena kena va |
krtam subhasubham karma bhojyam tattatra nanyatha || 10||
alam harsavisadabhyam subhasubhaphalodaye |
vidhatra vihitam yadyattadalanghyam surasuraih || 11|
sarvada sukhaduhkhabhyam narah pratyavarudhyate |
sariram punyapapabhyamutpannam sukhaduhkhavat || 12]|
sukhasyanantaram duhkham duhkhasyanantaram sukham |
dvayametaddhi jantinamalanghyam dinaratrivat || 13||
sukhamadhye sthitam duhkham duhkhamadhye sthitam sukham |
dvayamanyonyasamyuktam procyate jalapankavat || 14|
tasmaddhairyena vidvamsa istanistopapattisu |
na hrsyanti na muhyanti samam mayeti bhavanat || 15||
guhalaksmanayorevam bhasatorvimalam nabhah |
babhliva ramah salilam sprstva pratah samabhitah || 16||
uvaca sighram sudrdham navamanaya me sakhe |
$rutva ramasya vacanam nisadadhipatirguhah || 17]|
svayameva drdham navamaninaya sulaksanam |
svaminnaruhyatam naukam sitaya laksmanena ca || 18||
vahaye jihatibhih sardhamahameva samahitah |
tatheti raghavah sitamaropya subhalaksanam || 19||
guhasya hastavalambya svayam carohadacyutah |

ayudhadin samaropya laksmano’pyaruroha ca || 20||

After Rama had fallen asleep, Guha, looking at him with eyes brimming with tears, said to
Lakshmana in all humility, "Oh my brother! Don't you see this prince of Raghu's line, who has been
accustomed to sleep only on golden cots with excellent mattresses, now lying on a bed of grass
along with Sita! It was destiny that made Kaikeyi bring about this sad condition for Rama. But this
was done indirectly through Manthara, whose evil advice Kaikeyi accepted and so committed this
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sinful act." Hearing this, Lakshmana replied, "Oh respected friend! Listen to me. In this world who
is the cause of whose sorrow, and who is the cause of whose happiness too? The cause of one's
enjoyment and suffering is one's own actions (Karmas) of past lives. There is none external to
oneself causing one happiness and
misery. It is a perverted intelligence that
attributes these experiences as caused
by another. It is vain pride that makes
one think that 'l am doing' such an act.
The world is strung, as it were, on the
! thread of one's own action. In this world,
men think of others as friends, relatives,
enemies, neutrals etc. But the
responsibility for one's actions is entirely
on oneself. We wrongly attribute them to
the others mentioned. Man, who is
e — T ——— &  subject to his own Karma, should submit
' < himself to the happiness and the misery
that befall him as a result of his own
Karma. He should remain unperturbed
while experiencing these, the fruits of one's own actions. Let him think, 'l have neither desire for
Bhoga (enjoyments), nor do | avoid them. Let them come or let them go.' Thinking in this way, one
should liberate oneself from slavery to enjoyments. The fruits of one's own good and evil actions,
accruing from whomever or in whatever manner and in whatever place and time, have to be
experienced then and there. There is no remedy against this. One should not feel overjoyed when
happiness is experienced, nor depressed when misery overcomes one. What Destiny has
accorded to one according to one's Karma cannot be overcome by anyone, be he a Deva or an
Asura. This body of ours, which is a product of our virtuous and sinful actions, is always subject to
happiness and misery. The life of man is a bundle of such experiences. Just as day and night
follow each other irreversibly, so do men experience happiness. Now and after that misery, and
after misery, happiness once again. In the midst of happiness, misery can occur, and in the midst
of misery, happiness too can occur. As water and mire are mixed together intimately, so are
happiness and misery. So, en-lightened men, considering these favourable, and unfavourable
experiences as Maya or mere appearances, remain unperturbed without yielding to elation or
depression."

As Guha and Lakshmana conversed in this way, a flash of light began to spread in the sky. It
was now dawn, when Rama, getting up from sleep, bathed in the water of the river and performed
his morning rites. Next Rama said to Guha, "Get me a good boat." And Guha, the king of the
hunters, accordingly brought a well-constructed boat, himself rowing it. He now said to Rama, "Oh
my Lord! Please get into the boat along with Sita and Lakshmana. | shall myself row it with perfect
ability." Agreeing to the words of Guha , Rama helped Sita to get into and himself followed, holding
the hands of Guha. Next Lakshmana put all the weapons in the boat and himself got into it. (Will
Continue) Our Mail ID : _QR# YREHRINW DG XX FRP
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T faefc AT T A A1 AfT deaa: |
Arsfaehedet AT Joad AT A ||
etam vibhutim yogam ca, mama yo vetti tattvatah |

so’vikampena yogena, yujyate natra samsayah
1711

He who knows in truth this vast extent of My
being (He who knows Me as infinite)Jand My
achievement (Yoga) — Yoga may here stand for what
~ is born of Yoga, viz., the power of achieving and

~controlling mighty things as well as Omniscience (i.e.,
' he who knows the fact that the Great Rishis and the
Manus possessed their power and wisdom, as
partaking of a very small portion of the Lord's power
and wisdom.) he is endowed with unshaken Yoga, ie..
with steadiress in right knowledge. (The knowledge of
the Conditioned is the doorway leading to the
knowledge of the Unconditioned.)

What is that unshaken Yoga with which they are
endowed? The answer follows:

8
31 TATT THT: AT TS JI |

STcY HedT $sTecd AT T HTFH T ||¢|

I, the Supreme Brahman, termed Vasudeva, am
the source of the whole world. From Me (Controlled
and impelled by Me as the Inner Regulator, every
thing moves on in accordance with the Law) alone
evolves the whole universe in all its changes, including existence and disappearance, action,
effect and enjoyment. Thus thinking, the wise who know the Superme Reality (It is only those who
see the emptiness of the worldly life that are fit for a life of devotion to the Lord. When men know
the Lord as the Self of all, the Cause of all, the Omniscient Lord of all, they become devoted to Me.
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The knowledge of the Supreme Reality leads to love, regard and earnestness, and these lead to
devotion to the Lord) worship Me, ardently engaged in the contemplation of the Supreme Reality.

Moreover
9
AT AEITAYTON: STEed: TRERHA |
HUGeIRd AT AT Joafed T WHied 7 ]|
mancitta madgatapranah bodhayantah parasparam |
kathayantasca mam nityam tusyanti ca ramanti ca ||9||

All their senses (pranas) such as the eye are absorbed in Me. Or-according to another
interpretation-their very life (prana) is devoted to Me. They ever speak of Me as possessed of
supreme wisdom, power, might and other qualities. They thus obtain satisfaction and are delighted
as if in the company of the beloved.

As to those who worship Me devoutly in the ways men-tioned above,

T HATIFATAT STl FTIH A |
Sl ARt o AT AT o ||2o|
tesam satatayuktanam bhajatam pritiparvakam |
dadami buddhiyogam tam yena mamupayanti te ||10]||

To them who are ever devout, worshipping Me, not for any purpose of their own, but out of love
for Me. to them | give that devotion of right knowledge (buddhi-yoga) of My essential nature by
which they (Those alone who are thus devoted to the Lord can attain to Buddhi-Yoga that
exteremely superior condition of the antahkarana produced by Dhyana, by which they reach that
form of the Lord which is devoid of all limitations.) those who worship Me "with their thoughts on
Me" (x. 9) and so on-know Me, the Supreme Lord, the Self, as their own Self.

Why do you give the devotion of knowledge (buddhi-yoga) to your devotees? And what is that
obstacle in the path leading to you which the devotion of knowledge that you give to your devotees
serves to remove?-In answer to this question, the Lord Krishna says:

ASTAATThEITIH AT TH: |
ATRITFIATCHATAEY: AT e |[2¢]|
tesamevanukampartham ahamajianajam tamabh |
nasayamyatmabhavasthah jhianadipena bhasvata ||11||

Out of mere compassion: out of mercy, anxious as to how they may attain bliss. | dwell in their
antah-karana (*ie., in the antah-karana functioning on the plane of Spirit exclusively. Darkness
here includes both the beginningless nescience and the illusory perception resulting from that
nescience. It cannot be removed by matter or any material phenomenon, belonging as it does to
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the same class as darkness; therefore the Lord has said that He Himself destroys darkness. But
the Spirit (Chaitanya) cannot
directly remove darkness. It is only
an intellectual state that is found to
illumine an object unknown before.
Hence it is that the Spirit removes
ignorance by itself shining through
a state of the intellect such as the
one induced by the teaching of the
Sastra. It is either the Spirit
manifesting itself through an
intellectual state, or an intellectual
state pervaded by the Spirit, that
can destroy nescience and illusory
knowledge.) which is engaged in
thinking exclusively of the Self and
destroy the darkness of
ignorance,-that illusory knowledge
which is caused by the absence of
discrimination, by the lamp of
wisdom, by the lamp of
discriminatory knowledge, fed by
the oil of pure Devotion
(Bhakti-prasada), fanned by the
wind of earnest meditation on Me,
furnished with the wick of right
intuition purified by the cultivation of
piety, chastity and other virtues, held in the antah-karana which is completely detached from all
worldly concerns, placed in the wind-sheltered enclosure of the mind which is withdrawn from the
sense-objects and untainted by attachment and aversion, and shining with the light of right
knowledge generated by incessant practice of concentration and meditation.

Having heard of the Lord's Glory and His mysterious power, Arjuna says:

12 & 13
37SieT 3ara
arjuna uvaca
I FEH W 4TH ITas TR 97T |
gy emead feead Jnfecasst fasge ||¢2||
MEECATHT: TS GaTIARGETT |
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3TAAY Sl carE: ¥9T A9 S &7 |[23]
param brahma param dhama pavitram paramam bhavan |
purusam sasvatam divyam adidevamajam vibhum ||12||
ahustvamrsayah sarve devarsirnaradastatha |

asito devalo vyasah svayam caiva bravisi me ||13]]|

The Supreme Brahman: the Highest Self. The Primal God: the God who existed before all other
Gods. Rishis: such as Vasishtha.

(Will Continue...)
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