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ANUGRAHA BHASHANAM
Do not blame God for your misery
Misery and comfort alternate in a man’s life.

But, when one encounters misery, a number of thoughts arise. Some may wonder, “I have not
committed any crime. Why is God heaping misery
on me?”. Others think, “God is angry with me.
That is why He is punishing me like this.” Yet
others say, “There is no such being as God. Even
if there is one, He has no compassion at all. Even
if He has compassion, He reserves it for a
chosen few. People like me are no consideration
for Him.”

Criticizing God like this when they encounter
hardship is in the nature of many persons. But it
is not because of God'’s fault that man encounters
difficulties. God bestows results in accordance
with one’s good or bad karmas (deeds). If one
commits sin and suffers because of that, God is
not responsible (for it). God treats everybody
equally.

Bhagavan Veda Vyasa says clearly in the
Brahma Sdatra (2.1.12.1):

TG o AToeTeaTd ao R gy |

vaisamyanairghrnyé na sapéksatvat tatha hi
darsayati |
Hence, only if one avoids sinful acts and

performs good deeds, will he not have to
experience hardship.

Let everybody understand this and perform his duty without blaming God in any adversity, and
attain God'’s grace.
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visamarh hi dasam prapya dévarh gar'hayaté narah |
atmanah karmaddsar tu naiva janatyapanditah ||

--- Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswami-ji
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Navratri Special
Maa Devl Mahamaya

Though Devi is without a beginning it is told how she became first visible to living beings.
Beginning: While Mahavisnu was resting on a fig leaf in the
form of a child he began thinking as to who he was, who
created him and how he should act. And then a celestial
voice was heard by Mahavisnu as follows: Sarvarm
khalvidamevaham Nanyadasti sanatanam. (All that is, | am.
There is nothing eternal but me.). This declaration bowled
over Mahavisnu, but he could not understand who made it.
While he was meditating upon it, Devi appeared to him in the
following manner. Devi held in her four sacred hands
weapons like the conch, the disc, the club and the lotus
flower and was adorned in divine clothes and wore divine
ornaments and was attended upon by powers like Rati (the
romantic), Dhrti (understanding capacity), Bhati (riches and
prosperity), Medha (intellect), Mati (intellect), Buddhi (intelligence), Nidra (sleep), Kirti (reputation),
Smrti (ability to remember), Sraddha (attention, concentration), Svadha, Svaha, Ksudha (thirst),
Daya (compassion), Gati, (momentum), Tusti (pleasure, happiness) Pusti (growth, progress),
Ksama (patience, forbearance), Lajja (sense of shame), Jrmbha and Tandra (laziness)

And, the Maa Devi spoke to Mahavisnu as “After all, what is there to be wondered at.
Whenever the world faces the phenomenon of Srsti Sthiti Laya (creation, existence and absorption
into the earliest force) you too have come up due to the power of Mahasakti. As for Maa Parasakti
(the ultimate, universal force) it is above and beyond all attributes. We, all of us, possess
attributes. From the nabhi of yourself in whom sattva guna predominates will be born Brahma in
whom rajo guna will predominate, and from the center of his brows will be born Rudra with tamd
guna. Brahma, by the force of his tapas will earn powers of creation and with his rajo guna create
the world blood-red in colour, and you will be the sustainer and guardian of that world. The very
same world will be destroyed by Rudra at the end of the Kalpa. You please do know that | am the
sattvic force which depends on you for the purpose of creation. All creations of worlds have been
made according to the suggestions of Devr.

Let us see the question of King Janamejaya about the Origin of Maa Devi to Sage Veda
Vyasa. For his question Sage Veda Vyasa replied in a beautiful manner with divine words. Even
Brahma, Visnu and Mahesvara are not capable of thinking about the origin of Devi. Then, what
about me? Yet let me make an attempt to explain to you about my knowledge. All the forces which
appear in various names and forms are in fact Devl herself, her different manifestations. Just as a
master actor appears on the stage in different roles for the delectation of the audience the formless
Devt, on behalf of the Devas, assumes many forms and imposes upon herself attributes though in
fact she is without any attribute whatsoever. Thus, depending on her various forms, actions etc.
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she is addressed by names. {We can see in brief about the said words in Devi Bhagavata,
Paficama Skandha}.

The very famous Five forms of Devi we will see now. When Midla- prakrti incarnated or
manifested in the form of MahaVisnu the desire for creation raised its head in him. And, at once
the Devi-female-aspects in MahaVisnu embodied in five forms like Durga, Laksmi, Sarasvati,
SavitrT and Radha. These five forms are designated as Parncadevis. We will see one by one on the
five above seen Devis

Maa Durga Devi.

She is very well known to all by Mother of Ganesa. She is
the consort of Siva. Narayani, the Visnumaya, is none else
than Durga. She is also perfect Brahma, the one and the only
one with no second to it. She is worshipped by Devas like
Brahma and by sages and maharsis. She is the basis, the
root and root cause of everything. She is eternal, upholder of
dharma, truth itself and the giver and promoter of happiness,
reputation, welfare, liberation etc. as also of sorrow, grief,
pain etc. She takes great pleasure in removing the worries
and sorrows of devotees who seek refuge in her. She is
all-power, achievements and assets personified. All
imaginable permutations and combinations of every attribute comprise in her and she is who
activates the universal soul.

Maa Laksmi.

This Dev1 is the most magnificent form of the universal soul, nay, the universal soul itself.
She is all wealth and riches personified, and she is the very seat of beauty, compassion, peace, all
goodness, welfare, etc. Evil traits like anger, extreme greed, air of supremacy etc. are miles away
from her. She is all sympathy and kindness towards her devotees. In Vaikuntha, as Mahalaksmi
she is ever engaged in the service of her husband, MahaVisnu. In heaven she is the very glory of
it. In houses she appears as the welfare and prosperity of the inmates. She is in fact beauty itself
and is the essence of beauty everywhere. She is all-merciful, and worshipped by all. She expends
herself in eight forms, which is known as ashta laksmt

Ashta Laksmi (37scol&HY), are eightfold forms of Maa Laksmi, commonly known as Goddess of
wealth. Wealth is a vital ingredient bestowed upon us for maintenance and progress in our life. It is
much more than just having money. It means abundance in knowledge, skills and talents. Lakshmi
is the energy that manifests as the complete spiritual and material well-being of a person. The
eight different forms of Goddess Lakshmi are:
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Adi LaksmT - Ashtalakshmi Adi LaksmT (37Tf¢; o1& ) or
Maha Laksmi(HgT oI&#T, ) is an ancient form of Laksmi
and incarnation of Laksmi as daughter of the sage
Bhrigu. She is the Wealth of endless prosperity.
Goddess of no beginnings or end: “Adi” means eternal
existence. Adi Laksmi signifies the never-ending
nature of the Goddess. She has no start and no end.
She is continuous. Wealth should therefore, flow
continuously also. It too has always been there and
always will be there. Adi Laksmi or Rama Laksmi
serving Sri Narayana is symbolic of her serving the
whole creation. Adi LaksmT and Narayana are not two
different entities but one only. Laksm is Sakti. Laksmi
is the Power of Narayana.

Adi LaksmT is the memory of the source. When we
forget that we are a part of the entire creation, we feel
small and insecure. Adi LaksmT is that aspect which
connects us to our source, thus bringing strength and
calmness to the mind. Maa Adi Laksmi is four-armed, carries a lotus and a white flag, and other
two arms in Abhaya mudra and varada mudra.

Dhana Laksmi

Dhana Laksmi (=T &&#T) for money and gold. Also known as Vaibhav Laksmi. “Dhan” and
“Vaibhav” mean money, riches, fortune and income. It is the usual way we perceive and
understand wealth. This wealth is of great importance to one who wishes to live an enriched and
happy life. But as per Rigved’s Purush Shukta Dhana is not only a wealth in coins and currency.
Even Sun and moon, fire and stars, rains and nature, oceans and mountains, rivers and streams,
all these are our wealth, so are the progeny, our inner will power, our character and our virtues.
With the grace of mother Dhana Laksmt we will get all these in abundance.

Maa Dhana Laksmr is Six-armed, in red garments, carries chakra (discus), shankha (conch),
kalasha (water pitcher with mango leaves and a coconut on it) or Amrita kumbha (a pitcher
containing Amrita — elixir of life), bow-arrow, a lotus and an arm in abhaya mudra with gold coins
falling from it.

Dhanya Laksmi

Dhanya LaksmT (Y=g oI&#T) “Lakshmi as goddess of grain™- is the giver of agricultural wealth.
Wealth of grain, food, nourishment, and health: “Dhanya” means grain. Food is our most basic and
most important wealth. We need food to sustain life. Being wealthy means we have an abundance
of food that keeps us nourished and healthy. She is the Goddess of the Harvest and the Devi who
blesses with abundance and success in harvest. It is said that we become what we eat. The right
amount and the right type of food, eaten at the right time and place affects our body and mind
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positively. With the grace of Maa Dhanya Laksmi one gets all essential nutrients grains, fruits,
vegetables and other foods. Maa DhanyalLaksmi is eight-armed, in green garments, carrying two
lotuses, gada (mace), paddy crop, sugarcane, bananas, and other two hands in abhaya mudra
and varada mudra.

Dhairya Laksmi

Dhairya Laksmi (&1 &&#) is for Wealth of patience, strategy, planning, objectivity : “Dhairya”
means patience. This wealth gives us the spiritual strength to face good and bad times with equal
ease. It signifies the importance of planning and strategy in all our actions so we may move with
caution and reach our target each time. This form of LaksmT grants the boon of infinite courage
and strength. Those, who are in tune with infinite inner power, are always bound to have victory.
Those who worship Maa Dhairya Laksm live and lead a life with tremendous patience and inner
stability.

Gaja Laksmi

Gaja LaksmT (31T &I&HY) Gaja Laksmi, “Elephant Laksmi”) is the giver of animal wealth, like cattle
and elephants. Gaja Laksmrt as giver of power of royalty. Gaja Laksmi brought back the wealth lost
by Indra (king of demi-gods) from the ocean. Maa Gaja Laksm is four-armed, in red garments,
carries two lotuses, other two arms in abhaya mudra and varada mudra, surrounded by two
elephants bathing her with water pots.

Santana Laksmi

Santana LaksmT (HedleT oI&HI, Santdna Laksmi, “Progeny LaksmT’) is the Bestower of offspring.
Wealth of children, legacy, family, friends, well wishers: “Santan” means children. Maa Laksmi
symbolizes the social nature of man. We need each other. Children are our wealth. They are our
future. The family is the basic unit of people who bring up their children. Life moves forward
through its children. Those who worship this particular form of Sri Laksmi, known as a Santana
Laksmi, are bestowed with the grace of Maa Santana Laksmi and have wealth in the form of
desirable children with good health & long life. Maa Santana Lakshmi is six-armed, carries two
kalashas (water pitcher with mango leaves and a coconut on it), sword, shield, a child on her lap, a
hand in abhaya mudra and the other holding the child. The child holds a lotus.

Vijaya Laksmi

Vijaya Laksmi (fasra o1&#T, Vijaya Lakshmi, “Victorious Lakshmi”) or Jaya Laksmi (ST &1&#Y, Jaya
Laksmi, “Victorious Laksm1’) is the giver of victory, not only in battles but also in conquering
hurdles in order to beget success. Wealth of victory, perseverance, courage, and confidence:
“Vijay” means victory. This Goddess symbolizes the wealth of courage, confidence, fearlessness
and victory. This wealth strengthens our character and keeps us moving along successfully on our

life path. Vijay is to get success in all undertakings and all different facets of life. Some people are
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strong physically but weak mentally while others are economically rich but poor in their attitude
and cannot exert any influence. Vijay is to have an all encompassing victory. Vijay is to rejoice in
the glory of our real nature — Vijay is to conquer the lower nature. Vijay is the victory in external
and internal wars and of course eternal wars! Hence those, with grace of mother Vijaya Laksmi,
have victory everywhere, at all time, in all conditions. Victory to Vijaya Laksm1!! Maa Vijaya Laksm1
is eight-armed, in red garments, carries chakra, shankh, sword, shield, lotus, pasha, other two
hands in abhaya
mudra and varada
mudra.

Vidya Laksmi

Vidya Laksmi - (faear
gAY, Vidya Lakshmi,
“Knowledge Laksmr”)
is the bestower of
knowledge of arts and
sciences. Wealth of
education, knowledge,
skills: “Vidya” means
knowledge. To be
knowledgeable means
that we have skills of
. various  kinds. We
e am &M;—&‘;Hm e have general

information about our
local, national, and
international  issues.
Serenity,  Regularity,
Absence of Vanity,
Sincerity,  Simplicity,
Veracity, Equanimity,
Fixity, Non-irritability,
Adaptability Humility,
Tenacity, Integrity,
Nobility, Magnanimity,
Charity, Generosity
and Purity are the
eighteen qualities

imbibed through proper education that only can give immortality.
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Sarasvati. She is very base and fountain head of
and the presiding deity of the word, intellect,
knowledge, the arts etc. She also is of the form of
the universal soul and liberally grants intellect,
poetical skill, reason and logic, understanding
capacity etc. to her devotees. The finest music with
all its beauties originates from her. Yes, she is the
goddess of all learning, fine arts and every branch of
knowledge. Like the ice piece, the Jasmine flower
. etc. she is beautiful in her white cover. She recited
" the holy names of Sri Krsna. She is of the form of
tapas and blesses those who perform it. In fact, she
is who grants all gifts and powers of understanding.
She is the goddess of language and learning and
without her human beings would lose their capacity
to speak.

Savitridevi. She is mother of the four varnas,
Vedangas, the tantric science etc. She is of the form
of Japa, tapas, the effulgence of Brahman, the very
essence of truth and existence and supreme bliss.
She is eternal and grants salvation. She forms the
very basis and pith and core of the glowing
presence of the universal soul. This world is pure,
and has been purified by the touch of the sacred feet of this Devi.

Radhadevi. Radhikadevr, fifth of the paficaprakrtis is the presiding deity over the five pranas and
She is of the endowed with all fortunes and happiness, sublime and serious, and the consort of Sri
Krsna and as eternal and equally endowed with divine attributes as the lord. She is formless also,
above and beyond attributes, unattached and detached, and not visible even to the great Devas
and munis by the naked eye. Her clothes even Agni would not burn. She was born, in Varaha
Kalpa as the daughter of Vrsabhanu, and because her sacred feet trod over this land, Bharata
(India) became holy. Once Brahma did tapas for 60,000 years to have a glimpse of the Devr's lotus
feet, but could not. People were able to see her only after she, in unbounded compassion for the
world, herself in Vrndavana.

Arsarapa(s) which are seen in Devi Bhadavadam will be seen now by us, there are six other
Devis, who are partial manifestations or born from certain parts of the Devl.
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Gangadevi. Gangadevi who flows in the form of water and washes off men's sins takes her origin
from the body of Lord Mahavisnu.

Tulast. She is the lover and also the servant at the feet of
Lord Mahavisnu. She also washes off men's sins and
promotes their welfare.

Manasadevi. Manasadevi, who was born as a daughter of
Kasyapa is another partial incarnation of Mahamaya. She is
a great tapasvini, a favourite disciple of Sankara, unique in
learning and erudition, sister of Ananta (the king of
Serpents), the presiding deity of Mantras, wife of Sage
Jaratkaru muni and mother of Astika muni.

Devasenadevi. Since this Devi has been born out of a sixth
part of Mahamaya she is called Sasthidevi also. She gives
children to living beings and also protects them. For one
year from the birth of a child this Devi should be
worshipped. Those who cannot afford it should worship Devi
on the 6th or 21st day after a child is born.

Mangalacandika. She is born from the face of Malaprakrti. Anybody who propitiates and pleases
her will be the recipient of all good things like sons and grandsons, wealth, reputation, welfare etc.

Bhiamidevi. She is the basis for all things, soil for the origin of the vegetable kingdom, the treasure
house of all gems and the very incarnation of compassion and sympathy.

Amg$akaladevi(s). Another class of devis who are also partial manifestations of the Supreme
Devis. They are born out of the parts of Mahadevi. The Amsakaladevi(s) are given in short below.

Svahadevi. Consort of Agni Bhagavan. Svaha is worshipped in all the worlds. If havis is offered
without repeating her name the Devas will not accept it.

Daksinadevi. Wife of Yajiadeva, this Dev1 is worshipped by all. Without this Devrt all Karmans in
the world will become waste.

Diksadevi1. Wife of Yajiadeva, this DevT is worshipped by all. This Devt grants pure knowledge.

Svadhadevi. Wife of the Pitrs, worshipped by manes and men. Offerings made to the Pitrs without
honouring this Dev1 will prove to be useless.

Svastidevi. Wife of the Vayu. When offering Daksina and making divya-dana if 'Svasti' (may good
happen) is not uttered there will be of no use.

Pustidevi. Wife of Ganapati. If this Devl ceased to exist men and women would become feeble,
because she is the source of all strength.

Tustidevi. Wife of Ananta worshipped by everybody. If the Devi ceased to exist there would be no
happiness in the world.

Oct -2023 V*J Page 8 of 12



Voice of Jagadguru

=z==
//

advaitam paramanandam \W an e-magazine on advaita

Sampatti devi. Wife of 1$ana. Worshipped by Devas and men. If the Devi ceased to exist the
whole world would become poor and needy.

| Dhrti. Wife of Kapila. Everybody worships her all the time. If the
‘ - Devi ceased to exist the whole world would become timid and
cowardly.

Satidevi. Wife of Satya. Well-wisher of all, this Devt is worshipped
by muktas. If the Devt ceased to exist there would be no friendship
and amity between people.

Dayadevi. Wife of Moha. If the Devi ceased to exist the world
. would become hellish and a fierce battle field.

Pratisthadevi. Wife of Punya. In the absence of this Devi, who
grants good and happy results to people's actions the whole world
would become as though it were dead.

Siddhadevi and Kirtidevi. Both the Devis, Siddha and Kirti are
wives of Sukarma. If they ceased to exist the whole world would be
bereft of reputation and become lifeless like a dead body.
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Kriyadevi. Wife of Udyoga. If she ceased to exist the whole world would become inactive and
cease to function.

Mithyadevi. Wife of Adharma. Unmanageable and characterless people worship this Devi. If the
Devr ceased to exist the whole world as evolved by Brahma would cease to exist. This Devi was
not seen anywhere in the world during Krtayuga. She began to appear in a subtle form here and
there during Tretayuga. In Dvaparayuga she attained more growth and then her limbs and organs
became doubly strong. In Kaliyuga she developed to her full stature and growth and goes about
everywhere with her brother, Kapata.

Santidevi and Lajjadevi. Both the Devis, Santi and Lajja are good- natured wives. If they ceased
to exist the world would become dull and sleepy.

Buddhidevi, Medhadevi and Dhrtidevi. These three Devis are wives of JAiana. If they ceased to
exist the world would become dipped in ignorance and foolishness.

Marti. Wife of Dharma. She is very beautiful and effulgent. In her absence the universal soul would
become devoid of energy, helpless and meaningless.

Sridevi. Wife of Mali. Her absence will make the world lifeless.

Nidradevi. Wife of Kalagni. The Devl, a sage who has attained realisation, affects everybody in
the world during night and makes them lose consciousness and quickly drop them in sleep. In the
absence of this Dev1 the world will become a lunatic refuge.

Ratri, Sandhya and Divasa. These three are the wives of Kala. In their absence nobody would
have any sense of time and none would be able to calculate and fix time.

Visappu and Daham. Visappu = hunger. Daham =
1 thirst. These two Devis are the wives of greed
(Lobha). They go about the world affecting people
and thus making them worried and miserable.

. Prabhadevi and Dahika devi. They both are the
wives of Tejas. Without them T$vara will find it
impossible to continue the function of creation.

Mrtyudevi and Jaradevi. They both are the
consorts of Prakrstajvara and daughters of Kala.
And, if they cease to exist, Brahma's creation would
also cease. For Brahma's creation individual souls
with the will for action are necessary. He cannot
create a soul of his own. So death is a precondition
of creation, birth. If there is no death there is no
birth also. There is a school of thought which
maintains that if there is no death but only birth
there will not be space on earth for the living, and therefore birth will stop if there is no death.

Tandradevt and Pritidevi . They are the daughters of Nidra and consorts of Sukha. These Devis
go around the world on the orders of Brahma.
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Sraddhadevi and Bhaktidevi. They are the consorts of Vairagya and they give liberation to the
souls of the people in the world.

Aditi, mother of the Devas, Diti, mother of the Asuras, Surabhi, mother of cows, Kadrd, mother
of serpents and Vinata, mother of Garudas are also involved in the process of creation, and they
are born out of parts of Devil.

There are special injunctions for making idols of the Devr for
installation in temples. Candikadevt should have twenty hands. The
hands on the right side should hold Sdla, Sword, Disc, Cord,
Damaru, $akti etc. and the hands on the left side should hold
Nagapasa, Flag, Club, Mirror etc. (There are also idols with slight
differences from the above). Laksmidevi would hold in her right
hand the lotus flower and a Kavala fruit in the left. Sarasvatidevr will
have in her hands Books, Aksamala and Vina. Gangadevi rides on
a makaramatsya holding in her hands a pot and lotus flowers.
Yamunadevi rides the turtle with a pot in hand and she is blue in
colour.

Now, about the saptamatrs. Tumburu, white in colour, and
% mounted on an ox rests on a Sula with vina hand before the Matrs.
" Among the Matrs. Brahmt has four faces, wears the aksamala and
holds the aksapatra etc. in her left hand. She is seated on a swan.
Sankari (Mahesvari) is white in colour. She has in her right hand bow and arrows, and the disc and
bow in her left hand. Sitting on an Ox. Kaumarf is seated on
the peacock. She has two hands in of which is held Sakti
(Vel). Laksmt has in her right hand the conch and disc, and
the club and the lotus flower in her left hand. Varaht rides
the buffalo with staff, sword, club and conch in her hands.
Indrant is seated in the club, holding a diamond in her
hands. She has a thousand eyes. Camundrt has three eyes
and is without flesh in the body. Her hairs are raised above.
She holds in her left hand elephant's skin and sdla in the
right hand. At times she is seated on a corpse also.

Now, about the idols of the eight Ambas. Rudra Carccika
holds a Skull, Sdla and Cord in her hands. She wears
elephant's skin, her legs slightly held up. She becomes
Rudracamunda when she assumes eight hands, and holds the Skull and the Damaru. And in
dancing pose she is called Natedvari, and with four faces Mahalaksmi. She is called
Siddhacamunda when she assumes the form with ten hands and three eyes, and when she eats
men, horses and buffaloes. In this form she holds in her right hand the Sword, Damaru etc. and in
her left hand the Trisdla, Bell etc. Since the Devrt is sarvasiddhipradayika (giver of all divine
attainments or assets) she is Siddhayogesvart also. There is also another Devr in this very form
who holds the Pasa and Amkusa in her hand and who is slightly red in colour. She is called
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Bhairavi. When Bhairavi assumes the form with twelve hands she is called Rdpavidya. All the
above Devis were born in burial grounds and are Raudramrtis. They are known as the Astambas.
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