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tvatpadasalilam dhrtva dhanyo’bhidgirijapatih |

brahmapi matpita te hi padatirthahatasubhah || 22||
idanim bhasase yattvam lokanamupadesakrt |
janami tvam paratmanam laksmya safjatamisvaram || 23||
devakaryarthasiddhyartham bhaktanam bhaktisiddhaye |
ravanasya vadharthaya jatam janami raghava || 24||
tathapi devakaryartham guhyam nodghatayamyaham |

tatha tvam mayaya sarvam karosi raghunandana || 25||
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tathaivanuvidhasye’ham sisyastvam gururapyaham |
gururgurinam tvam deva pitrnam tvam pitamahah || 26||
antaryami jagadyatravahakastvamagocarah |
suddhasattvamayam deham dhrtva svadhinasambhavam || 27||
manusya iva loke’smin bhasi tvam yogamayaya |
paurohityamaham jane vigarhyam duisyajivanam || 28||
iksvakiinam kule ramah paramatma janisyate |
iti jiatam maya puarvam brahmana kathitam pura || 29||
tato’hamasaya rama tava sambandhakanksaya |

akarsam garhitamapi tavacaryatvasiddhaye || 30||
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tato manoratho me’dya phalito raghunandana |
tvadadhina mahamaya sarvalokaikamohint || 31|
mam yatha mohayennaiva tatha kuru raghtuidvaha |
guruniskrtikamastvam yadi dehyetadeva me || 32||
prasangatsarvamapyuktam na vacyam kutracinmaya |
rajia dasarathenaham presito’smi raghidvaha || 33||
tvamamantrayitum rajye svo’bhiseksyati raghava |
adya tvam sitaya sardhamupavasam yathavidhi || 34||
krtva sucirbhimisayi bhava rama jitendriyah |
gacchami rajasannidhyam tvam tu pratargamisyasi || 35||
ityuktva rathamaruhya yayau rajagururdrutam |
ramo’pi laksmanam drstva prahasannidamabravit || 36]|
saumitre yauvarajye me $vo’bhiseko bhavisyati |
nimittamatramevaham karta bhokta tvameva hi || 37||
mama tvam hi bahihprano natra karya vicarana |
tato vasisthena yatha bhasitam tattathakarot || 38||
vasistho’pi nrpam gatva krtam sarvam nyavedayat |
vasisthasya puro rajina hyuktam ramabhisecanam || 39||
yada tadaiva nagare srutva kascitpuman jagau |
kausalyayai ramamatre sumitrayai tathaiva ca || 40||
$rutva te harsasampirne dadaturharamuttamam |
tasmai tatah pritamanah kausalya putravatsala || 41||
laksmim paryacaraddevim ramasyarthaprasiddhaye |
satyavadi dasarathah karotyeva pratisSrutam || 42||
kaikeyivasagah kintu kamukah kim karisyati |

iti vyakulacitta sa durgam devimapijayat || 43||
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To Rama who spoke thus the sage said smiling: "Bearing the Ganga, which is the water
flowing from The feet, on his head, Lord Parameswara became great. That same sacred water
destroyed all the demerits of my father, Brahma. Now about the washings of my feet purifying
Thee, is only for the instruction of the world at large. For Thou, verily, art the Supreme Being and
the Lord of all, incarnated on earth along with The consort Lakshmi. | know, O Rama, that you
were born on earth for the achievement of certain purposes of the Devas, namely, the destruction
of Ravana and for generating devotion in the minds of the believers. Though the facts are such,
confidence has to be maintained about the purpose of the Devas, so | am not revealing anything
more pre-maturely. As wishest to do things in - The own mysterious way, let it happen in the
fullness of time. | shall therefore continue to assume the fake role of the Guru and that of a
disciple. But, O Lord, you are in truth the Teacher of all teachers, and the ancestor of all fathers.
Though imperceptible to the senses, you are the inner pervader of all, and the One who regulates
and sustains the progress of the world of Becoming. You are born only out of your own accord,
have assumed a body of pure Sattva and have appeared as man in the world by virtue of the
Yoga-maya. | know that the profession of priesthood is disreputable. But having known earlier from
the words of Brahma that the Supreme Being will be born as Rama in the line of the Ikshvakus, |
have, O Rama, accepted even this ignoble profession of priesthood in order that | may be related
to Thee as the preceptor. O my Lord, the delight of Raghu's clan! My desire has now been fulfilled.
I have now become the preceptor (Guru), and if you are inclined to pay back the debt that a
disciple owes to the Guru, grant that Mahamaya, Thy Power, which is under the control and which
deludes the whole world, may not delude me in that way. In this particular context | have disclosed
in the presence what | should not do anywhere else. Now coming to my present visit, | have come,
sent by King Dasaratha. O descendant of Raghus! Tomorrow you are going to be installed as the
Yuvaraja, (the heir-apparent). | have come to inform you of this. You and Sita are required to fast
and observe rules of purity and self-control and spend the Night sleeping on the floor. | am now -
returning to the King. You are to come there tomorrow morning." After having communicated this,
the royal preceptor Vasishtha got into his chariot and drove away in great haste. And Rama,. now
seeing Lakshmana nearby, said as follows, smiling: Rama said: "O son of Sumitra! Did you hear
the news that | am going to be installed as the Yuva-raja tomorrow? In this matter | shall be only
just like a proxy. You will be the real ruler and the - enjoyer. For, you are verily my Prana =
externally manifested. It is undoubtedly so." = Saying so, he proceeded to fulfill all the vows Sage
Vasishtha had instructed him to observe.

Sage Vasishtha on reaching Dasaratha, appraised him of all that had happened. Simultaneously
with the King's announcement to Sage Vasishtha who is their Guru about his intention to install
Rama as yuva raja, the news was carried to Rama's mother Kausalya and to Sumitra, by some
citizens who happened to hear about it. Both Kausalya and Sumitra were overjoyed to hear this
good news and made a presentation of a pearl necklace to the man who communicated the very
glad news to them. In a spirit of thanks- giving Kausalya, the loving mother, adored Lakshmi Devi
with great joy. Yet an apprehension gripped her mind. She anxiously thought: "It is certain that King
Dasaratha, who is devoted to truth, will stick to the word that he has given. But he is foolishly fond
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of nature and is under the control of Kaikeyi. | am therefore afraid about what he will do in the
end." With such apprehensions in mind, she adored Durga for the removal of all obstacles.
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etasminnantare deva devim vanimacodayan |
gaccha devi bhuvo lokamayodhyayam prayatnatah || 44||
ramabhisekavighnartham yatasva brahmavakyatah |
mantharam pravisasvadau kaikeyim ca tatah param || 45||
tato vighne samutpanne punarehi divam subhe |
tathetyuktva tatha cakre pravivesatha mantharam || 46||
sapi kubja trivakra tu prasadagramatharuhat |
nagaram parito drstva sarvatah samalankrtam || 47||
nanatoranasambadham patakabhiralankrtam |
sarvotsavasamayuktam vismita punaragamat || 48||
dhatrim papraccha matah kim nagaram samalankrtam |
nanotsavasamayukta kausalya catiharsita || 49||

dadati vipramukhyebhyo vastrani vividhani ca |

tamuvaca tada dhatri ramacandrabhisecanam || 50||

$vo bhavisyati tenadya sarvato’lankrtam puram |
tacchrutva tvaritam gatva kaikeyim vakyamabravit || 51||
paryankastham visalaksimekante paryavasthitam |
kim sese durbhage midhe mahadbhayamupasthitam || 52||
na janise’tisaundaryamanini mattagamini || 53||
ramasyanugrahadrajnah svo’bhiseko bhavisyati |
tacchrutva sahasotthaya kaikeyi priyavadini || 54||
tasyai divyam dadau svarnanapuram ratnabhusitam |
harsasthane kimiti me kathyate bhayamagatam || 55||
bharatadadhiko ramah priyakrnme priyamvadah |
kausalyam mam samam pasyan sada susrusate hi mam || 56||
ramadbhayam kimapannam tava miadhe vadasva me |

tacchrutva visasadatha kubja’karanavairini || 57||
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sarnu madvacanam devi yathartham te mahadbhayam |
tvam tosayan sada raja priyavakyani bhasate || 58||
kamuko’tathyavadi ca tvam vaca paritosayan |
karyam karoti tasya vai ramamatuh supuskalam || 59||
manasyetannidhayaiva presayamasa te sutam |

bharatam matulakule presayamasa sanujam || 60||

In the meantime the Devas prompted Devi Saraswati, telling her "O Goddess of Speech! You
must take the trouble of going to the earth, to the kingdom of Ayodhya. It is Brahma's command
that you should strive to obstruct the installation of Rama. You have to possess Manthara first and
then Kaikeyi and achieve this through them. After you have obstructed the coronation through
them, you can return to your heavenly palace." Vani, the Goddess of Speech, did accordingly, and
first entered into Manthara's heart and vocal organ. Now Manthara, who was a hunch-backed
woman with three bents in the body, got on the terrace of a building in the morning, and was
surprised to see the whole city decorated with flags and festoons and a holiday atmosphere
prevailing everywhere. Astonished, she looked over the city, and then came down from the terrace.
She then asked her foster-mother what it was all about. She enquired: "Mother, why is the city well
decorated? | find Kausalya very joyous and enthusiastic, and she has been giving gifts of valuable
cloth to many holy men. Why all this?"

To these queries of hers, the foster-mother replied: "The installation of Rama as Yuva-raja is
fixed for tomorrow! The city is decorated to celebrate that occasion." Hearing this, Manthara; thé
hunch-back, went to Kaikeyi and said to her as follows: Addressing handsome Kaikeyi who was
resting alone on a cot in a room, Manthara said: "You unfortunate and foolish woman! Why are you
thus lying idle in this way when great danger is near at hand for you? You are going about being
proud of your beauty, but you are absolutely out of touch with the state of affairs around you. By
the King's gracious order, Rama's installation as the Yuvaraja will be taking place tomorrow."
Hearing this news, Kaikeyi of sweet speech got up from the cot suddenly and gave to that hunch-
back a golden waist-girdle as present, remarking, "How is it that you are saying that danger awaits
me on an occasion like this, which is one of great joy for me? | hold Rama in greater esteem than
my Bharata. He does and speaks what is dear to me. Looking upén me and Kausalya alike, he
serves me' in all respects. "Foolish girll What danger do you expect from Rama?" Théat
hunch-backed woman, who had become opposed to Rama because of the prompting by
Saraswati, was very sorry to hear these words of Kaikeyi. She said to Kaikeyi: "O my lady! Hear
my words. Truly there is great danger threatening you. King Dasaratha is sup- posed to be doing
what is pleasing to you. But beware! He is only a sensual lover given to untruth. He is always
pleasing you by words, but in action he is only doing what is wholly beneficial to Rama's mother
Kausalya. It is with this in mind that he has sent away your's 'son Bharata from here under the
pretext of sending him to his uncle's house along with his brother. (Will Continue...)
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Srimad Bhagavad Gitabhasyam of Sri Adi Sankaracarya

Note : In this section we will see the Sloka and Bhasyam. For the meaning of the
sloka, please see the main magazine.

Chapter 8 aksara-brahma-yoga:

25
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dhimo ratristatha krsnah sanmasa daksinayanam|
tatra candramasam jyotiryogi prapya nivartate || 25 ||

'‘Smoke," night time, the ' dark fortnight,' and the six months of the southern solstice, are all
deities presiding over smoke
and periods of time spoken of.
By this path, the Yogin the
Karmin who performs sacrifices
(to Gods) and other works
attains to the lunar light, and on
the exhaustion thereof, returns
again to earth

26
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The one is bright (The two
paths are respectively called
Devayana and Pitriyana, the
path to the Devas and the path
to the Pitris. The one is said to
be bright because it illumines knowledge and is reached by knowledge, and its course is marked
throughout by bright objects; the other is said to be dark because it does not illumine knowledge, is
reached by avidya or nescience, and is marked throughout by smoke and other dark
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things.because it illumines knowledge: the other is dark because it is wanting in that light. )The two
paths are open to those only in the world who are engaged in action or devoted to knowledge; they
are not open to the whole world. They are eternal, because samsara is eternal. By the one by the
bright one.

27
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naite srti partha
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muhyati
kascana |

tasmatsarvesu
kalesu
yogayukto
bhavarjuna ||
27]|

The Yogin
who knows that
one of the two
foregoing paths
leads to
samsara and
that the other
leads to moksha
is no longer
deluded (As the
Yogin dwells on the Path of Light in his Meditation, he will not regard the other path as the one he
should resort to.)

28
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vedesu yajhesu tapahsu caiva danesu yatpunyaphalam pradistam|
atyeti tatsarvamidam viditva yogi param sthanamupaiti cadyam ||28||

Whatever fruit of merit is declared by the scriptures to be attainable when the Vedas are
properly studied, when the sacrifices are performed in all their parts, when austerities are well
practised, beyond all this multitude of fruits rises the Yogin who rightly understands and follows the
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teaching imparted (by the Lord) in His answers to the seven questions, and he then attains to the
highest abode of Isvara-which existed even in the beginning; He attains Brahman, the Cause.

3 dead|
st AMACEETaCINARETAYY SEAfdeardr ATES MNFSUTsl- Hare R -seH-I1a A1
STATSEAT: || ||
omtatsat.

iti Srimadbhagavadgitasupanisatsu brahmavidyayam yogasastre srikrsnarjuna-
samvade aksara-brahma-yogo nama astamo’dhyayah|| 8||

Om, Brahman, is the only reality. Thus ends the eighth chapter called aksara-brahma-yoga-having
the topic of imperishable Brahman-in the Bhagavadgita which is in the form of a dialogue between
SrT Krsna and Arjuna, which is the essence of the Upanisads, whose subject matter is both the
knowledge of Brahman and yoga.

(See the meaning for the slokas in 2024_Feb Main Voice of Jagadguru e magazine)
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