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ADHYATMA RAMAYAN

By Sage Veda Vyas
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We submit our efforts at the Lotus feet of Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam SrT SrT
Sr1 Bharatt Tirtha Mahaswamiji and Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Sr1 S Sri
Vidhusekhara Bharafi Mahaswamiji
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|| saptamah sargah ||
atha gacchati sSrirame maithiladyojanatrayam |
nimittanyatighorani dadar$a nrpasattamah || 1|
natva vasistham papraccha kimidam munipungava |
nimittantha dréyante visamani samantatah || 2||
vasisthastamatha praha bhayamagami sicyate |
punarapyabhayam te’dya sighrameva bhavisyati || 3||
mrgah pradaksinam yanti pasya tvam subhasiucakah |
ityevam vadatastasya vavau ghorataro’nilah || 4|
musnanscaksimsi sarvesam pamsuvrstibhirardayan |
tato vrajan dadarsagre tejorasimupasthitam || 5|
kotisUryapratikasam vidyutpufjasamaprabham |
tejorasim dadarsatha jamadagnyam pratapavan || 6]|
nillameghanibham pramsum jatamandalamanditam |
dhanuh parasupanim ca saksatkalamivantakam || 7||
kartaviryantakam ramam drptaksatriyamardanam |

praptam dasarathasyagre kalamrtyumivaparam || 8|
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tam drstva bhayasantrasto raja dasarathastada |
arghyadipdjam vismrtya trahi trahtti cabravit || 9||
dandavatpranipatyaha putrapranam prayaccha me |
iti bruvantam rajanamanadrtya raghattamam || 10||
uvaca nisthuram vakyam krodhatpracalitendriyah |
tvam rama iti namna me carasi ksatriyadhama || 11||
dvandvayuddham prayacchasu yadi tvam ksatriyo’si vai |
puranam jarjaram capam bhanktva tvam katthase mudha || 12||
asminstu vaisnave cape aropayasi cedgunam |
tada yuddham tvaya sardham karomi raghuvamsaja || 13||
no cetsarvan hanisyami ksatriyantakaro hyaham |
iti bruvati vai tasminscacala vasudha bhrsam || 14||
andhakaro babhivatha sarvesamapi caksusam |
ramo dasarathirviro viksya tam bhargavam rusa || 15]|
dhanuracchidya taddhastadaropya gunamanjasa |
tiniradbanamadaya sandhayakrsya viryavan || 16]|
uvaca bhargavam ramam $arnu brahman vaco mama |
laksyam darsaya banasya hyamogho mama sayakah || 17]|
lokan padayugam vapi vada sighram mamajfiaya |
ayam lokah paro vatha tvaya gantum na $akyate || 18||
evam tvam hi prakartavyam vada sighram mamajfaya |
evam vadati srirame bhargavo vikrtananah || 19]|
samsmaran parvavrttantamidam vacanamabravit |
rama rama mahabaho jane tvam paramesvaram || 20||
Chapter 7
THE DEFEAT OF BHARGAVA RAMA

When Rama and the party had proceeded about three Yojanas from Mithila, King Dasaratha
was taken aback to see various omens causing terror in the mind. Saluting the preceptor
Vasishtha, he said to him, "Venerable Sir! How is it that inevitability foreboding evil is seen on all
sides?". To him, Vasishtha replied: was in great fright and forgetting even "There are no doubt
some indications showing that some terrible events are going to take place. But there are also
simultaneous indications to the effect that their effects will be short-lived. Don't you see how
auspicious animals are circumambulating you?" While they were conversing, a terrific wind began
to blow. It blinded the vision of all by raising clouds of dust. Proceeding a little further they came
across a luminous mass, brilliant like numerous suns or an assemblage of flashing streaks of
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lightning. Closing nearer, Dasaratha saw
therein the awe-inspiring form of Rama,
the son of Jamadagni, the terror of
Kshatriyas, and the destroyer of
Karthavirya, Tall and blue like a rain cloud
in complexion, he with his matted locks
. and weapons consisting of a formidable
bow and a battle axe, looked like the god
of death embodied. Confronted by him,
King Dasaratha was in great fright and
forgetting even to make the customary
offerings at the reception of a great
personage, he beseeched him, saying,
"Save us. O mighty one! Save us! “May
you be pleased to spare the lives of my
sons." With these words - King Dasaratha
made  prostrations to  him.  But
disbelieving him contemptuously, he
(Jamadagni's son Rama) turned towards
Sri Rama, and with body trembling in
anger, said the following ominous words: "Sirrah, you, scum of the Kshatriya race! You have the
temerity to go about the earth, bearing my name. If you are really a Kshatriya, - take up my
challenge for a duel. Breaking an old and flimsy bow, you go about boasting about your skill. If
you are able to string this bow of Vishnu that is in my possession, | shall consider you as one born
in Raghu's line and therefore worthy of a fight. If you fail, I shall kill the whole lot of you. For, know
me to be Jamadagni's son Rama,. the destroyer of the whole tribe of Kshatriyas." As he spoke
these violently threatening words, there arose a severe tremors of the earth. A blinding darkness
now came upon the eyes of all. Rama, the heroic son of Dasaratha, now looked angrily at Rama of
Bhrigu's clan and snatched away the bow from the latter's hand. Possessed as he was of great
prowess, he easily strung it, and fixing to it an arrow that he took from the vibration, addressed the
descendant of Bhrigu's clan thus: "O great Brahmana! listen unto me. Show the target for my
arrow. For an arrow shot by me shall never go in vain. Reply quickly to my command. Shall | with
this arrow destroy all your prospects in the worlds to come, or those in this? Compensation so
severe shall fall on you that you would have no place here or in the hereafter." When Sri Rama
demanded in this way, the face of Rama of Bhrigu's line became distorted out of a sense of
humiliation. Suddenly the memory of past incidents flashed in his mind, and he began to speak as
follows:
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puranapurusam visnum jagatsargalayodbhavam |

balye’ham tapasa visnumaradhayitumanjasa || 21||
cakratirtham Subham gatva tapasa visnumanvaham |
atosayam mahatmanam narayanamananyadhth || 22|

tatah prasanno devesah sankhacakragadadharah |

uvaca mam raghusrestha prasannamukhapankajah || 23||

sribhagavanuvaca
uttistha tapaso brahman phalitam te tapo mahat |
maccidamsena yuktastvam jahi haihayapungavam || 24||
kartaviryam pitrhanam yadartham tapasah sramah |
tatastrihsaptakrtvastvam hatva ksatriyamandalam || 25]|
krtsnam bhimim kasyapaya dattva santimupavaha |
tretamukhe dasarathirbhdtva ramo’hamavyayah || 26||

utpatsye paraya Saktya tada draksyasi mam tatah |
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mattejah punaradasye tvayi dattam maya pura || 27||
tada tapascaranlloke tistha tvam brahmano dinam |
ityuktvantardadhe devastatha sarvam krtam maya || 28|
sa eva visnustvam rama jato’si brahmanarthitah |
mayi sthitam tu tvattejastvayaiva punarahrtam || 29||
adya me saphalam janma pratito’si mama prabho |
brahmadibhiralabhyastvam prakrteh parago matah || 30||
tvayi janmadisadbhava na santyajfianasambhavah |
nirvikaro’si purnastvam gamanadivivarjitah || 31|
yatha jale phenajalam dhimo vahnau tatha tvayi |
tvadadhara tvadvisaya maya karyam srjatyaho || 32||
yavanmayavrta lokastavattvam na vijanate |
avicaritasiddhaisa’vidya vidyavirodhinr || 33||
avidyakrtadehadisanghate pratibimbita |
cicchaktirjivaloke’smin jiva ityabhidhtyate || 34||
yavaddehamanahpranabuddhyadisvabhimanavan |
tavatkartrtvabhoktrtvasukhaduhkhadibhagbhavet || 35|
atmanahsamsrtirnasti buddherjfianam na jatviti |
avivekaddvayam yunktva samsartti pravartate || 36||
jadasya citsamayogaccittvam bhiyaccitestatha |
jadasangajjadatvam hi jalagnyormelanam yatha || 37|
yavattvatpadabhaktanam sangasaukhyam na vindati |
tavatsamsaraduhkhaughanna nivartennarah sada || 38||
tatsangalabdhaya bhaktya yada tvam samupasate |
tada maya sanairyati tanavam pratipadyate || 39||
tatastvajjidanasampannah sadgurustena labhyate |
vakyajfianam gurorlabdhva tvatprasadadvimucyate || 40||
tasmattvadbhaktihinanam kalpakotisatairapi |
na muktisanka vijianasanka naiva sukham tatha || 41||
atastvatpadayugale bhaktirme janmajanmani |
syattvadbhaktimatam sango’vidya yabhyam vinasyati || 42||
loke tvadbhaktiniratastvaddharmamrtavarsinah |

punanti lokamakhilam kim punah svakulodbhavan || 43||
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namo’stu jagatam natha namaste bhaktibhavana |
namah karunikananta ramacandra namo’stu te || 44||
deva yadyatkrtam punyam maya lokajigisaya |
tatsarvam tava banaya bhiyadrama namo’stu te || 45|

"O Rama, Thou great hero! | have now understood Thee to be the Supreme Lord Mahavishnu,
who creates, preserves and dissolves the universe-the Eternal Being residing in the hearts of all.
In my boyhood | sought to adore Mahavishnu through the practice of austerities at the holy spot
known as Chakratirtha. Through austere living and unwavering concentration day after day, |
propitiated the great Narayana, the
indweller in all as their essence.
Then, O great prince of Raghu's
line, Mahavishnu, the Supreme
Divinity of lotus-like face, appeared
to me sporting the conch, discus,
mace and other emblems in His
hands, and said: 'O holy one! Now
stop your austere practices, for they
have come to their fruition. You are
endowed with a part of My divine
power. By virtue of it, you will be
able to destroy Kartavirya of
Hehaya dynasty, the slayer of your
father, and thus achieve the
purpose for which you have been
performing these austerities. After
that you shall destroy the tribe of
Kshatriyas in twenty- one
! campaigns, and then give as gift the
whole of the earth you have
conquered from them to Kasyapa. |,
the eternal Being, will be incarnated
on earth as Dasaratha's son in the
Treta-yuga. You will meet me then, and on that occa- sion, you will remit to Me the power that |
have endowed you with earlier. After that you will remain on earth till the end of Brahma's current
day, performing austerities.' The Lord disappeared after commanding me thus. | have finished the
mission entrusted to me. O Rama! Thou art verily that Mahavishnu. Implored by Brahma, Thou
hast incarnated Thyself. Thou hast now taken back that divine power that Thou had endowed me
with. My life has today become fruitful. | have now come within the purview of Thy remembrance. It
is difficult for Brahma and other divinities to attain to Thee. The scriptures declare that Thou
transcendent Prakriti, the matrix of this universe. The six states of ignorance like birth. growth, etc.,
are not in Thee. For Thou art ever the full and the changeless, devoid of all movements (which are
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characteristic only of adjuncts which ignorant beings attribute to Thee). Just as there is foam in
water and smoke in fire, so the whole of the objective world is projected in Thee by Thy Maya
(Power), who has her seat and support in Thee and who has no independent existence apart from
being Thy object. As long as the Jivas are concealed in Maya, they do not know Thee. In the
individual, Maya functions as Avidya, ignorance, obstructing Vidya or Enlighten- ment. This Avidya
or Ignorance, experienced as a positive entity opposed to Vidya, is pre- sent in the absence of
discriminative intelligence (avicaritasiddha). What is called Jiva is the reflection of the power of
Pure Consciousness (cicchakti) in the complex aggregate of a body-mind generated by Ignorance
Avidya).

As long as one feels the 'l-sense’ in relation to the complex aggregate of body-mind, Prana,
Buddhi, etc., so long one is subject to the experience of agency and enjoyership, of happiness and
misery. The Atman in himself has no transmigratory involvement. Nor has the Buddhi in itself
consciousness or sentiency. When these two, the Atman and the Buddhi unite into one through
imaginary identifi- cation arising from lack of discriminative reflection, then we get that complex
entity called the Jiva (the individualised and embodied Atman). The insentient body- mind
complex, by identification with the pure sentiency that is the Atman, assumes sentiency. So also
the Atman, who is pure sentiency, assumes insentiency by identification with the insentient
body-mind complex. It is just like the mutual superimposition of the properties of fire and water in
the phenomenon of lightning in which water (cloud) and fire with opposite properties get a unified
presentation as the brilliant and fiery lightning. Never shall man be free from that enormous body
of miseries arising from involvement in transmigratory life brought about by the above-described
state of Ignorance until he gets the good fortune of association with The ardent devotees. When
man adores Thee with devotion fostered by association with holy men, then Maya (Ignorance)
both recedes and gets attenuated. When this state of mental purity is attained, an aspirant will get
an authentic teacher who is endowed with knowledge derived from the realisation of Thee.
Gaining, through such a teacher, the knowledge of the true meaning of the scriptural dicta, he will
attain liberation by Thy grace. Therefore for those who have no devotion to Thee, there is not the
slightest chance, even in the course of a myriad cosmic cycles, of gaining enlightenment and
liberation. Thus he will not have happiness even in life. Therefore bless me, so that in life after life |
am born with devotion to Thee and with opportunities for association with Thy devotees; for, that is
the only means for the dispelling of Ignorance. Men who have true devotion to Thee, and who by
their life and words propagate the path of devotion, purify the whole world. What then to speak of
the redeem- ing effect of their life on their own kith and kin, including their ancestors!. Salutations
to Thee, O Lord of the universe! Salutations to Thee, the generator and augmentation of devotion
in aspirants! Salutation to Thee the embodiment of mercy and the Existence without end! To Thee,
Ramachandra, my salutations! O Lord! Whatever meritorious deeds | have per- formed for the
attainment of higher realms in the hereafter, may all those be the target for Thy arrow. With
salutations, | dedicate them to Thee, O Rama!"

(Will Continue...)
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Srimad Bhagavad Gitabhasyam of Sri Adi Sankaracarya
Note : In this section we will see the Sloka and Bhasyam. For the meaning of the
sloka, please see the main magazine.
Chapter 8 aksara-brahma-yoga:
1,2&3
37911 34T |
foh esieat fepareaeal foh shet qouIed |
3iferege o fob ierarARIgE femagearat 1l ¢ |l
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YATUTRT T Y AT fAaarcaAfar: | 21
AT |
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sTeTACs AR faEaT: herdtad: Il 31l
arjuna uvaca |

kim tadbrahma kimadhyatmam
kim karma purusottama |

adhibhatam ca kim
proktamadhidaivam kimucyate || 1

Il
adhiyajnah katham ko’tra
dehe’sminmadhusiidana |
prayanakale ca katham jiieyo’si
niyatatmabhih || 2]|
$ribhagavanuvaca |
aksaram brahma paramam
svabhavo’dhyatmamucyate |

bhitabhavodbhavakaro visargah
karmasamjiitah || 3||

Arjuna said: Purusottama® (Krsna)! What is that Brahman? What is centred on the self? What is
karma? What is spoken of as centred on beings? And what is said to be centred on gods?
Madhusudana (Krsna)! How and who is that which is centred on ritual here in this body? At the
time of death, how are you known by those whose minds are steady?

ST Bhagavan said: What is limitless and not subject to change is Brahman. Its manifestation,
centred on the body, is called the jiva. What is known as karma is an offering, which causes the
production of bodies for the beings. Brahman is the Akshara, the Imperishable, the Supreme Self
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(Paramatman); the sruti says "O Gargi, it is at the command of this Akshara. the imperishable
Paramatman, that heaven and earth remain, held in their places." (Bri. Upanishad, 3-8-9).
'Akshara’' does not here mean the syllable "Om"; for, the latter is subsequently specified thus:-
"Uttering the syllable 'Om,' the Brahman" (viii. 13). And the epithet 'supreme’ applies better to
Brahman, the Im- perishable, who transcends all, (than to the syllable ‘Om).

The same Supreme Brahman existing as the Ego, as the Innermost Self, as the
Pratyagatman, in every individual body, is said to be Adhyatma: that which first shows itself as the
Innermost Self in the body and turns out in the end to be identical with the Supreme Reality, the
Brahman, is known by the term 'Adhyatma’.

The sacrificial act which consists in offering cooked rice, cakes and the like to the Gods
(Devatas) and which causes the origin of all creatures, is known by the term 'Karma'; for, it forms
the seed as it were of all beings; it is in virtue of this act that all beings, animate and inanimate,
come into existence, after passing
through rain and other regions of life r

4,5&6 R
e any oma: qeweaTRdaaH | [
HeTsEAaT SE SFA AR Iy
I
3ecIshTel T ATHT THHFcdT
FHolald |
7 g | AGHTE A AEaT
e 19l
I I 1Y TREHTT colcded
FolaIH |
d dAafd Sledd HaT deHaaTiaa:
Il &l

adhibhutam ksaro bhavah
purusascadhidaivatam |

adhiyajio’hamevatra dehe
dehabhrtam vara || 4 ||

antakale ca mameva
smaranmuktva kalevaram |

yah prayati sa madbhavam yati
nastyatra samsayah || 5 ||

yam yam vapi smaranbhavam tyajatyante kalevaram |

tam tamevaiti kaunteya sada tadbhavabhavitah || 6||
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The Adhibhuta is that which gathers itself round the whole animated creation and is
composed of the whole perishable existence, ie, of everything that has birth. Purusha is, literally,
that by which everything is filled, (prito fill) or that which lies in the body (pur), i.e., the
Hiranyagarbha, the Universal Soul abiding in the Sun (Aditya), the Sustainer and the Stimulator of
the sense organs of all living beings.

The Adhiyajna is He who identifies himself with all acts of sacrifice, the Deity named
Vishnu; the sruti says: "Yajna (Sacrifice) is verily Vishnu" (Taittiriya-Samhita, 1-7-4). He is verily
Myself. | am the Deity concerned with all acts of sacrifice in the body. As an act of sacrifice (yajna)

has to be performed by the body, it is said to be inherent in it, and as such it may be said to rest in
the body.

Me: Vishnu, the Supreme Lord. My being: My real being as Vishnu. In this: as to whether he
reaches or not. Being a particular Devata or Diety, At the end: at the time of life's departure. Him
alone: Only the Being thought of, and no other. Dwelt upon constantly meditated. Because thus
the final thought determines the character of the body to be attained next,
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