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Prarthana

Prayers

3¢ad dATEIR SAfasaeded 3|
&d ST GAAIH A Teas A |l
*./1/50/10
udvayam tamasaspari jyotispasyanta uttaram|
devam devatra siiryamaganma jyotiruttamam ||
r./1/50/10

All of us, after seeing the better light of the sun, should reach to the best light of God, who is the
embodiment of light and remains in all luminous bodies.

Our Mail ID : Info@voiceofjagadguru.com
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Acharya Sandesham

In His Anugraha Bhashanam, the Jagadguru said that people spend the days of lives in various
ways. The Shastras state that —

PANSINCHEA HTANFHHIUH |

EIe) SLISRLICAET &t FeuerdigayH i

=0 21BOER

(Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhanam St Sri Sii Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji at
Tiruvananthapuram April 15-18, 2012 Vijaya Yatra)

— That day is deemed purpose in which one takes bath in the Ganga (visits a Tirtha Kshetra),
hears to the glories of the Lord in Itihasas such as the Mahabharata, and worships the Lotus
Feet of the Lord. A day spent in such pursuits is better than a eon spent otherwise.

The Jagadguru further explained that today, people feel it is a great achievement and their lives
have become exalted if they travel abroad. They take pride in saying “I have travelled to Britain
thrice, America twice etc.” Gone are the days when people used to consider themselves
blessed after a pilgrimage to Tirtha Kshetras such as Kashi, Rameswaram, Badri or Sringeri.
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Remembrance of the Lord and chanting the Lord’s Name, rids one’s minds of impurities such as
anger, greed and prepares one for spiritual Sadhana resulting in the final liberation.

If one does not spend the days in these manner, what is the point of living long? Let not people
forget that the life is not about living long but about living purposefully.

The Jagadguru said that the Travancore Maharajas are historically known to have been noble
rulers, without forgoing the worship of Lord Ananta Padmanabha even a single day, and ruling
through His Grace. The Jagadguru also recalled the strong relationship between Travancore
and the Sringeri Sharada Peetham. A number of records in the Peetham are testimony to this
relationship. These include a Srimukha written in 1838 by the 32nd Acharya of the Peetham,
Jagadguru Sri Narasimha Bharati Mahaswamiji to His Highness Sri Swati Tirunal as well as
many letters written by the Maharajas of Travancore including Sri Swati Tirunal (in 1842). Even
to this day, an offering is submitted to the Sringeri Jagadguru on behalf of the Travancore
Maharajas on the occasion of Chaturmasya Sankalpa on Vyasa Poornima and on Saraswati
Puja day during Sharan Navaratri.

This relationship culminated in the early 20th century when His Highness Sri Moolam Tirunal
donated lands associated with Sri Adi Shankaracharya in Kalady to the Peetham during the time
of Jagadguru Sri Sacchidananda Shivabhinava Narasimha Bharati Mahaswamiji. The Maharaja
also helped in the construction of temples for Sri Adi Shankaracharya and Goddess Sharada at
Kalady.

The Jagadguru said that His Paramaguru and Guru have also visited Thiruvanantapuram to a
reverential reception of the Travancore Maharajas. Sri Uthradom Tirunal has stuck to the path
shown by his predecessors and shown great respect and devotion whether he visits Sringeri or
receives the Jagadguru at Thiruvanantapuram.

The Jagadguru mentioned that the 90-year royal scion has been living a devoted life. Every day
of his is filled with purpose as he worships the Lord and has His Darshan. The Jagadguru
Specially blessed Sri Uthradom Tirunal.

Camp : Tiruvananthapuram, 2012 Vijaya Yatra.
Link : https://vijayayatra.sringeri.net/archiveyatra/thiruvananthapuram-april-15-18-2012/
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The Path of Dharma Sastra

In this portion we are going to see "The Path of Dharma Sastra" in Question and Answer form.
For our doubts regarding "Dharma Sastra" Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati,
Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni will guide us
according to Vedic Scriptures.

The recorded teachings, Q and A sectlons by Swami Omkaranada Saraswati.

R T

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhdnam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswémiji and
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Vidhusekhara Bharati  Mahaswamiji
Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram,
Vedapuri, Theni ,2017 Vijaya Yatra

Question : Why should we prioritise the value of impartiality?
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Swamiji : Impartiality is to keep dharma above people. That is, Dharma should not be
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compromised for the sake of anyone. Being impartial/ equanimous and upholding whoever
abides by dharma sastram will definitely yield benefits / punyam (#111). It is not so easy to
follow dharma because it is relative to a person and the context. The pages of history inspire us
with the story of Manuneethi Shozan - He laid his son under the chariot to provide justice to a
cow whose calf became prey to his son’s chariot mistakenly. At this juncture, Lord Sri Shiva
revived the calf and saved the son of the king in appreciation of his impartial act for upholding
dharma. Dharma will protect those who stay aligned with it - Dharmo rakshati rakshita:

Question : How do we understand impartiality when it comes to people who have helped us?

Swamiji : Some people may have done us good but may engage later in adharmic deeds.
Some others may have hurt us but may undertake a welfare activity. We should be concerned
about the purpose more than the person. We should support a good cause and not support the
bad deed confused by gratitude. One should keep a balanced mind (sama buddhi) which does
not drift from dharma yielding to likes and dislikes among people also. A jnani looks at all people
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with an equal eye — be it genuine friends, conditional friends, enemies, neutral, defamers,
relatives, sadhus or sinners.

FelrATREAIeyeasgesyy | WYsafd ¥ qNy  gAERfEARsId || 9|| Gita
suhrnmitraryudasinamadhyasthadvesyabandhusu | sadhusvapi ca papesu

samabuddhirvisisyate || 9||

Like the weighing balance remains in the centre, learned scholars will be non-aligned. They
don’t take sides of people. They stick to dharma (#118).

Question : In the real world would we not lose opportunities if we were to avoid favouring the
influential?

Swamiji : It is a myth to think that supporting the influential will yield us financial betterment or
stature. Also, it is superficial to imagine that money brings happiness. It is one’s punyam/
paapam that begets happiness/ sorrow and whatever contributes to it (#115). If because of
abiding by dharma/ being impartial one may lack financial growth, learned elders would never
call them unsuccessful (#117). Infact, they will respect such a person for respecting dharma
more than worldly benefits. Treading on dharma is like standing on razor's edge. On the
contrary, if one slips from dharma for the sake of another/ being partial, the latter will benefit —
but the former will suffer (#116). Even in business, one should view one’s customer as himself
and not take to improper trade practices / profiteering (#120).

Question : What are the benefits of remaining impartial?

Swamiji : Remaining impartial and standing by Dharma gives confidence and courage. It
ensures peace of mind. Valluvar says that one can infer the unswerving dharmic keeping of a
person from his children — good children are an indication of dharmic parents (#114). Children
do what parents do than what they say. What they see registers in their memory. Yatha bijam
tatha ankura: - what you sow, you reep. This drives home the point that one should be dharmic
to ensure upbringing of good children. The wealth of an impartial, of whatever magnitude will
never go waste; It will secure the interest of generations to come (#112). One may also
understand that it is not worth compromising dharma/ losing balance, and earning wealth that
will not be useful to the future generations. One can forsake anything for the sake of dharma but
not forsake dharma for anything. In this impermanent world, dharma is the only hold.

(These are based on ‘Naduvu nilaimai’ adhikaram of Thirukural including commentaries &
teachings of Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda)
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Learn Sanskrit

Teh 31TH=<, 37T=14] | = Bring me a chair.

Selad 31 fAgT o 3erar a1 2 = Haven't you
slept yet ?

URA, & AsS AT ? = see, who is making
that noise ?

forfAE Ta= 3/@: 2 = What is this ? It is dirty
everywhere.

eaR fieerq (@Rt #Id) | = Close the

door, please.

o

Tcfe; fenT>rcehlel €0 = Hold it for some
time.

mﬁwmsrui;ramgr | = Don't butt in when |
speak.

PrelTgel AT ch{‘lg | = Don't make noise, be
quiet.

QT SaTelad | = Put on the lights, please.

1ot frdTaaq | = Put off the lights, please.

S¥STel ATFJ| = Put on the fan,please.

S8 JUHR:, HIEIT JElcal o | = Itis

dark outside, take the torch with you.

3rafgddH=rar #IOMTA | = Do it with some

interest, please.

ST HIUIH | = Do it with your heart in it,
please.

o ATl 3RS 3Tes | = Please see him on
to the bus.

qIfoTdTE FeTeraid]| = Have a wash.please
(Wash your hands and feet).

AT AT | = Button your shirt, please..

3R feieled AT 95| = Don't read too much
and spoil your health.

$d: I U4 o HdedH | = Don't do this again.

SITASYTUTATAS o ded HTelld ded| = Don't go
on beating about the bush, speak plainly.

HFIS GeduTasl AU | = Brush your teeth
well.

fa=ir &RoT HeAfd | = You get angry and shout
unnecessarily.

JUT HTIEIVT FUT | = You are wasting time.

AT =T 9T | = Don't enrage me.

g5 ATHIT | = Don't be arrogant.

frae s1are] &3 2 = Why are you shouting
?
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T subhasitani

3uehars o ity fA3umgesRoT |
3URRIISR! T T&T T&TUrHTAT: ||
{Gf%r & Trey fRARUTeratr / 2/37}

upakartra’rina sandhirna
mitrenapakarina |
upakarapakarau hi laksyam
laksanametayoh ||
{sandhi ke yogya sisupalavadha /
2/37}

If an enemy is favourable, he is fit
for compromising, but if a friend is
harmful, he is not fit for compromising.
Favouring and harming are the
definitions of a friend and an enemy
respectively in the true sense of the
word.

(Jagadguru Shankaracharya Sri
Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri Sri  Bharati

Tirtha Mahaswamigal’s Anugraha
Bhashanam at Shantashram Math,
Haladipur (also seen is Sri

| Vamanashrama Swamiji of the Math, May
20, 2011 Vijaya Yatra)

3YDRTET SAepleAl T fAdeearafarons |
HATCATHTH FHEITOT, AT FTEEAATT Fll |
{fA=dr & HROT TS/ ATEFIITI/37}
upakaracca lokanam nimittanmrgapaksinam |
bhayallobhacca murkhanam, maitri syaddarsanat satam ||
{mitrata ke karana panca/mitrasamprapti/37}
The friendship of general people takes place due to mutual interest. The friendship of
animals and birds is due to some reason. The friendship of fools takes place on account of fear
or greed. But the friendship of good persons takes place just by looking at each other.

Feb -2024 V& J’ Page 8 of 12



Voice of Jagadguru

///
advaitam paramanandam @;;,ﬁv an e-magazine on advaita

CHODANAA

An Unit of the e magazine Voice of Jagadguru)

||vidura niti:||

Ifagx =hfa:|
3T afciell afgeT: FagAaTRIETd |
JETHATATI SIRTcAT dd TriAd I- |l
atrne patito vahnih svayamevopasamyati |
aksamavanparam dosairatmanam caiva yojayet ||- ||
Fire falling on a
grassless ground is
extinguished by itself. An
unforgiving individual defiles

himself with many horrible
things.

Teh! & O A eTHT
MfeaedaT |
faeent arar TfRe g et
qaTagT I ¥ |

eko dharmah param sreyah
ksamaika santiruttama |

vidyaika parama drstirahimsaika sukhavaha || 48 ||

Righteousness is the one highest good; and forgiveness is the one supreme peace;
knowledge is one supreme contentment; and desire to do good, one sole happiness.

caast Iy g Wl Rerrantorg |
ST AMARIGUN STEATT ATariasta [ 88 |l
dvavimau grasate bhumih sarpo bilasayaniva |
rajanam caviroddharam brahmanam capravasinam || 49 ||

Even as a serpent consumes animals living in holes, the earth consumes these two, viz., a
king who is incompetent to fight, and a Brahmana who does not visit holy places.

(Continues...)
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Yaksha Prashna

&I
JeT 3ard
Hd: Y TACYLN: ? Y TE A Hdd ?
HC Hd HY a1 TN ? T JAT Hll 7 ?

yaksa uvaca

mrtah katham syatpurusah ? katham rastram mrtam bhavet ?
sraddham mrtam katham va syat ? katham yajfio mrto bhavet ?
Yaksa asked: For what
may a person, a
kingdom, a Shraddha,

and a sacrifice be
considered dead?

; o C )
""‘.‘ﬁw | : USEHTSTR |

yudhisthira uvaca

mrto daridrah puruso,

mrtam rastramarajakam |

mrtamasrotriyam sraddham, mrto yajiastvadaksinah ||

Yudhisthira replied : A man be regarded as dead due to want of wealth; a kihgdom for want of a
king; a Shraddha that is performed with the aid of a priest that is in possession of no learning
may be regarded as dead; and a sacrifice in which there are no gifts to Brahmanas is dead.

(Continues....)
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Stray Thoughts on Dharma

(by Sri. Jnanananda Bharathi Swamigal)

CHAPTER IX LIFE AFTER DEATH

1. Nature of Death

fa=tTer 3reaaearey = Sivad Hd#etd 11 17

vindsa avyayasyasya na kascit kartumarhati Il 17
Though the owner of the body may be deathless, his

bodily vestments are subject to extinction.

3fedded 3H ¢l [caTaiadn: eiRoT: | 11 18
antavanta ime deha nityasyoktah Saririnah | Il 18

A soul leaving worn out bodies and assuming new
ones is only similar to a man discarding his worn out
cloths and putting on fresh ones.

ATHITE oMo 7T fagTe sarfer seonfa aRIswRIT|
aar eRRITOY fagrr ShoT- =eanfer Fanfar Aarfer Sar Il 11 22
vasamesi jirnani yatha vihaya navani grhnati naro’parani|
tatha sarirani vihaya jirna- nyanyani samyati navani dehr || Il 22

The nature of the bodies newly assumed varies with the karma responsible therefore.

2. The Last Thought

What exactly will be the embodiment or state after the passing away of this body is indicated
by the thought which is dominant at the moment of death. It would seem at the first glance that
the future, varying as it does with the particular mental condition that prevails at the last
moment, is purely a matter of chance. But our religion does not recognise chance as a reason
at all for any phenomenon. The last thought is not therefore a random one but only the result of
the thoughts on which we have devoted most attention before.

I I a1sf T A1 TSTcTed heldlH |
d dAAfd ST Fer egrmasniad: || VI 6
yam yam va’pi smaran bhavam tyajatyante kalevaram |
tam tamevaiti kaunteya sada sadbhavabhavitah || VIII 6

Those that are devoted to the Devas reach the Devas; those that are devoted to the Pitris
reach the Pitris; those that are devoted to the Bhutas reach the Bhutas. Similarly, those that are
devoted to the Supreme Godhead reach that Godhead.
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Iifed caadT cdle] Tge Alfed fAgeadT: |
ST ATfed =T ATfed He TSI A1 1| 1X 25
yanti devavrata devan pitrn yanti pitrvratah |
bhatani yanti bhatejya yanti madyajino’pi mam || IX 25
To ensure our reaching God, we must be incessantly thinking of Him at all times even when
we are engaged in worldly activities, even if it be a battle.

CTEATC, T Y A 3T Jotd |
AT AAAGE S ATASSTEIEIH || VIl 7
tasmat sarvesu kalesu mam anusmara yuddhya ca|
mayyarpitamanobuddhih mamevaisyasyasamsayam|| VIII 7

To the advanced Yogis who retain perfect consciousness even at the last moment, it will be
possible to determine and call up the last thought at their will. They will think of God and even
pronounce His glorious name and voluntarily give up the body.

NTADRIER SEH T AT AR | F: FATA cFoie] && & ITiet IAT arfaa 1| VI 13
omityekaksaram brahma vyavaharan mam anusmaran |
yah prayati tyajan deham sa yati paramam gatim || VIII 13

To ordinary people however it is not possible to regulate their last thought at their will. They
must therefore have given their thoughts a particular turn by habitually engaging themselves in
such thoughts; then they will automatically, as if by reflex action, bubble up at the last moment.
(Will Continue...)
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