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Oh fire like a glorious Guru! Prevent us from treading the path of fools. Make us regard the
riches of others insignificant and let us not suffer from greed. We wish to be purely rich with the

knowledge you give to us.
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Reaching Erode to a reverential welcome on 16th March evening, Jagadguru

Shankaracharya  Sri  Sri
Bharati Tirtha Mahaswamiji 54
in His Anugraha Bhashanam
mentioned the fundamental
tenets of Sanatana Dharma
regarding the Almighty. The
entire Universe has been
created by the Lord. It is He
who sustains it. It is He who
dispenses the fruits of our
actions. He accepts offerings
made with devotion and
graces accordingly. Our life
must revolve around this
faith.

Quoting the Upanishads
— “q Sirar #Hafd ﬁQaT-ﬂ?g'@:” “tvam jato bhavasi visvatomukhah”- the Jagadguru said that
Our Sanatana Dharma clearly states that there is one Lord who assumes various names and
forms. Never see differences in them. It is a great sin to ask questions such as “Who is greater?
Vishnu or Shiva?”. Remember that Shiva, Vishnu, Amba, Ganapati, Murugan, Ayyappan are all
forms of the one Supreme Lord.

The Jagadguru said it is essential to direct the faculties of one’s body towards God. Has not
Bhagavatpada Shankaracharya said,
AT THAT & 7781 Tdd U T Feehed: | AT A It A1 37197 aecliaiad Ferdd: TR |
sa rasana te nayane taveva karau sa eva krtakrtyah | ya ye yau yo bhargam vadatiksete
sadarcatah smarati ||

“Only that which sings the Lord’s glories can be called a tongue, only those that relish on the
Lord’s form can be called eyes, only those that worship the Lord are hands, and only he who
always remembers Him can be said to have fulfillment in life.” The Jagadguru said it is wrong to
seek the Lord’s grace to harm others. Even if you sit for 10 minutes in meditation, prayer or
japa, do that with full concentration. Stay away from all disturbances during this time. That
includes switching off your mobile phones.
[2012, Vijaya Yatra :Erode March 16-17,2012]
Source : https://vijayayatra.sringeri.net/archiveyatra/erode-march-16-17-2012/
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Jagadguru in His Anugraha Bhashanam said that Srimad Bhagavad Gita has paramount
importance to us as it has been instructed by the Lord Himself — 3frar ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂ ForeaT R
AEATIEC: | AT TG TeHATHET HEUCHTE [T ||

gita sugita kartavya kimanyaih sSastravistaraih | ya svayam padmanabhasya
mukhapadmadvinisrta ||
Some may have the question — “Was not the Gita meant for Arjuna alone?” Sri Shankara
Bhagavatpada writes in His Bhashya on the Gita — “375]=l T TaIehcd ellehl $1TaT= $TaTdea T
3ufeger”  “arjunam nimittikrtya lokaya bhagavan bhagavadgitam upadidesa” — Having
Arjuna as an instrument, the Lord instructed the Bhagavad Gita to all mankind. Hence one must
try and follow the Lord’s instructions in the Gita.

If one has to become a chartered accountant, he has to keep trying in that direction. He will
definitely succeed in due course. Similarly, if one has to fulfill the purpose of one’s life, one has
to try to follow
the Lord’s
instructions. In
the Gita, Arjuna
asks the Lord,
“‘Why is it that
man indulges in
wrong  actions
despite knowing
that these
actions lead to
misery.” This is
equivalent to a
person touching
fire despite
knowing that fire burns the skin. The Lord says that this is essentially due to two reasons —
desire and anger. The Jagadguru said that these must be eradicated and advocated control of
desires, control of ego and development of humility, and the cultivation of compassion.
Compassion is defined in the Shastras as ‘Rg:@;lﬁ'ﬂ’lm‘r paraduhkhaprahaneccha - the
desire to eradicate the suffering of the others.

[2012 Vijaya Yatra :Tiruppur March 17-20]
Source : https://vijayayatra.sringeri.net/archiveyatra/sringeri-march-17-20-2012/
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The Path of Dharma Sastra

In this portion we are going to see "The Path of Dharma Sastra" in Question and Answer form.
For our doubts regarding "Dharma Sastra" Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati,
Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram, Vedapuri, Theni will guide us
according to Vedic Scriptures.

The recorded teachings, Q and A sectlons by Swami Omkaranada Saraswati.

W T

Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Mahasannidhdnam Sri Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahaswémiji and
Jagadguru Sankaracarya His Holiness Sannidhanam Sri Srii Sri Vidhusekhara Bharati  Mahaswamiji
Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda Saraswati, Founder Acharya, Sri Swami Chidbhavananda Ashram,
Vedapuri, Theni ,2017 Vijaya Yatra

Question : What is the difference between attachment and love?
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Swamiji: Attachment is driven by emotions whereas love is guided by intelligence. If one feels
possessive, has expectations of the other person in terms of behavior, material things etc, their
expression pre-supposes conditions and could be imposing making it uncomfortable for the
other person. This is self-centred love — where one loves another for his/ her own physical or
mental satisfaction. It is similar to how a child loves a toy because the toy gives some joy. When
it doesn't, it is thrown away.

If you truly love a person, you empathise with them, support them in their difficult times, give
them the space, deal with their defects appropriately, and do not feel hurt by them. This is
because love is unconditional — it does not even expect reciprocation. So, one can handle even
separation with maturity. You think for the other person — that is how intelligence is built into
love.

One without love has a selfish longing for everything. One with true love will give himself for
the sake of others. Dadhichi muni (son of Atharva muni) was a great brahmachari. He gave his
spine to Indra to make a weapon to kill Vritrasuran. He left his body by yoga shakti. The weapon
made from his bone is embedded in Paramvir chakra award to commend those who have
dedicated their lives for the welfare of their fellow-beings. There are people who donate their
organs/ body after their lifetime which is also appreciable.

Question : Why should we cultivate the value of love?

Swamiji : Humans are social beings mutually dependent upon each other. Everyone is born in a
family and is surrounded by relatives and friends. Love is a value which helps the head of a
family steer the other members in the path of righteousness. It is love that inspires co-operation
of the family members to carry out dharmic activities and infact all activities dharmically (#74).
Being harsh, commanding and demanding does not work in the long run. Valluvar says
(#73,75)-

You can enjoy the happiness that sanyasis or devas enjoy being in the family itself by love.

God has blessed us with a human body to love, care and share —TRIYHRIIH 3¢ WR
paropakararthama idam $ariram.

When parents, teachers, elders or friends scold us, does that mean they don’t love us
enough?
Love not only supports dharma it also restricts us from adharma (#76)

It is important for us to understand that when parents, teachers, elders or friends condition
us, it is out of love for our wellness in the longer run. If they do not care enough, they need not
correct us.
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Bhagavan is compassionate to those who are good and shows love to others by punishing
them for the bad deeds to discourage them from taking the wrong path (ara karunai, mara
karunai). So, love not only finds expression in what brings momentary joy but more in ensuring
the lasting well-being of the loved one.

Question : What if one keeps to himself and does not love others?

Swamiji : A family without love is like hell. Those with love will be valuable to others. Those
without love think they are doing good to themselves but end up being detrimental to
themselves. They would waste their human life. There will be no peace and happiness in a life
without love. Life without love is dry and dull and does not florish like a dried desert tree (#78).
There is no use for external organs and facilities like home, servants etc. if one has no love in
the heart (#79).

Worms do not have bones. So, they suffer when in the sun and sometimes die. Similarly,
those without love are tormented by the law of dharma (#77). When we share something,
people talk with us and that is how we build relationships. Love is the vital force that makes
human life meaningful; without it, we're reduced to mere physical existence of skin over bones
(#80).

Question : They say- Love others as you love yourself. How does one develop this attitude?

Swamiji : Wisdom is seeing this entire universe as Bhagavan’s cosmic body. We should
cultivate this thought process that this entire world is Bhagavan’s Vishvarupa. That will make us
empathise with even unrelated people, all beings (including plants, animals). A Samskrit
Subhashita says- Wﬂ@g T: qegfad @ 9fUsd: atmavatsarvabhitesu yah pasyati sa
panditah - Jnani sees other beings as his own self. Bhagavan Sri Krishna says in the Gita

At G947 GH geafd Arssle | g@ a1 afe a1 §:@ & el 97T #a: || 6.32]|

atmaupamyena sarvatra samam pasyati yo’rjuna | sukham va yadi va du:kham sa yogi
paramo mata: || 6.32||

Compassionate noble men see all living beings as themselves and respond to the joys and
sorrows of others as if they were their own. They accept people and allow them to grow. It
should therefore be our aim to cultivate love, broaden our love and make it universal - a'\-r;?ja'
W vasudhaiva kutumbakam|

(these are based on ‘Anbudaimai’ adhikaram of Thirukural including commentaries & related
teachings of Pujyasri Swami Omkarananda) Our Mail ID : Info@voiceofjagadguru.com
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||vidura niti:||

Ifae =fa:
YSCINT: ENUIg gTdedT S{fdfAeo T |
To¥aT deal $130 ShTeT 3MTered regaar Il &8l
saddosah puruseneha hatavya bhatimicchata |
nidra tandri bhayam krodha alasyam dirghasutrata ||
66||

The six faults should be avoided by a person who wishes
to attain prosperity, namely sleep, drowsiness, fear, anger,

laziness and procrastination.

NSHENT STEATE [Fotl AT AT |
HIGFIRATIR AT ATAH caeTa || b
IRTEAR TS AT T arfeeia |
AMHBPR o INUTS ToIehldH o ATTIAH Il &I
sadimanpuruso jahyadbhinnam navamivarnave |
apravaktaramacaryamanadhiyanamrtvijam || 67||
araksitaram rajanam bharyam capriya vadinim |
gramakaram ca gopalam vanakamam ca napitam || 68||

These six should be renounced like a splitting vessel in the sea, viz., a preceptor that cannot
expound the scriptures, a priest that is illiterate, a king that is unable to protect, a wife that
speak disagreeable words, a cow-herd that doth not wish to go to the fields, and a barber that
wisheth to renounce a village for the woods.

§Sd  I[OM: G&T & gIcTcT: el |
e CTAHATCREI AT &TAT YfT: || &l
sadeva tu gunah pumsa na hatavyah kadacana |
satyam danamanalasyamanasiiya ksama dhrtih || 69||

Verily, those six qualities should never be forsaken by men, viz., truth, charity, diligence,
benevolence, forgiveness and patience.

(continues...) Our Mail ID : Info@voiceofjagadguru.com
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Yaksha Prashna

JaTHR:
3ATEc J dedred Hged: Jraarad: |
ESide A1 dicar o fA9gard g |1 2R
anadrtya tu tadvakyam sahadevah supipasitah |
apibacchitalam toyam pitva ca nipapata ha || 19

Sahadeva, however, extremely thirsty,
disobeyed these words and drank of the
water. Because of his actions and having
drunk it, he dropped dead.

3rUTSTeTed Tt HocigaT AT |
HTeRt o IRETa Sstear arehsiet Il 0
dl areTa ¢ d U I ca AT |
TGHFAT I[STH: FI[ET T T | 28
HAFAGSIN AT TR : 9 ad |

athabravitsa vijayam kuntiputro yudhisthirah |

bhratarau te parigatau bibhatso satrukarsana || 20
tau caivanaya bhadram te paniyam ca tvamanaya |
evamukto gudakesah pragrhya sasaram dhanuh || 21
amuktakhango medhavi tatsarah pratyapadyata |

Then Yudhishthira, the son of Kunti, said to Vijaya, 'lt is too long , my dear Arjuna, that the
two brothers have gone, Oh my brother, Blessed one! You go and bring them back, together
with water. The refuge of us all when quickly dropped in distress!" Thus addressed by the elder
brother, Arjuna, taking his bow and arrows along with his sword, went for that lake of waters and
soon came upon it.

(Continues...)
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Introduction TO Vedanda (The Vedic View and Way
Of Life)

(by His Holiness Swami Paramarthananda)
Chapter 2

SASTRAM
THE SECONDARY LITERATURE

To support and elaborate these four Vedas, we have many secondary scriptures. These
secondary scriptures are not revelations from the Lord. They are written by great acaryas
(teachers). Therefore they are called 'pauruseya-sastram. Veda is called apauruseya-$astram;
whereas all the secondary scriptures, which elaborate the Vedas, are called pauruseya-sastram.
These secondary scriptures are meant to elaborate the vedic teachings and therefore these
scriptures also deal with the attainment of the basic human goals, i.e., preyas and Sreyas.

Why should we ever have secondary literature? Are not the Vedas sufficient? Secondary
scriptures are required due to many reasons. The Vedas contain many ideas which are abstract
in form. As they are abstract in form, many people who do not have a subtle intellect cannot
understand them. Therefore, the abstract ideas of the Vedas will have to be presented in
concrete form. This is similar to teaching numbers to a child. Numbers are too abstract and a
child does not understand them. In the kindergarten sections these are set in concrete form so
that the abstract idea is concretized. To teach "number one" to a child, one banana is placed
before the child. Similarly with other numbers and colors. The names of colors come very easily
to an adult. However, to a child, each color has to be represented by an object. Thus, the child
required something concrete to bring the abstract before him. Similarly, the secondary scriptures
bring many ideas into concrete form through various stories, either imaginary or true. Some
stories are historical and help even a research scholar. Some may be a mixture of both fact and
fiction. But the aim of the story is to convey abstract ideas. Therefore, we require secondary
scriptures.

There is another reason that is more important. Though the Vedas teach a lot of things, the
information given is not systematically arranged. The Vedas, in fact, are like a wild forest in
which there are vegetables, flowers, fruits and so on, with varieties in each of them. But these
are not arranged properly in a systematic manner. The Vedas talk about various types of
sadhanas for a brahmacari (a student), a grhastha (a married one), a sannyasi (a renunciate)
etc. All these are often mixed together. The secondary literature arranges them systematically.
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THE SUTRAS

The first and foremost secondary scripture is called the satras. We have dharma-satras,
Srauta-sdtras, and grhya-sitras, written by many rsis. We have sitras codifying the contents of
the Rg-veda, the Yajur-veda, the Sama-veda and the Atharvana-veda. Here, the vedic teachings
are well codified and arranged to clearly indicate the duties of a brahmacari, a grhastha, a
vanaprastha, and a sannyasi. They also enumerate the duties of a brahmana, a ksatriya, a
vaisya and so on. For the sake of easy remembrance, all these are presented in a sitra form —
a terse form called an aphorism. A profound idea is stated in a short form so that people can
learn these easily by heart. It should be remembered that they did not have literature in written
form. Either they did not write it out, or the facilities were not available then. All the Vedas were
chanted from memory, so also the sitras.

THE SMRITIS

When things are presented in a terse form, there is a possibility of our missing something. It
may lead to confusion. So came the next stage of literature called the smrti-granthas. The
authors of these secondary scriptures studied the Vedas, remembered the teaching, and
systematically presented them in their own language. Hence they are called smrtis -
"remembered wisdom". We have many smrtis like the Manu-smrti, Yajlavalkya-smrti, Parasara
smrti, Vyasa - smrti and so on. They are metrical composition consisting of verses (Slokas).
Each smrti is well codified too. So, if you want to know about a particular topic, you may do so
by choosing the relevant chapter. If you want to know about a topic in the Vedas, you will see
that some information is available in the last portion of the Rg-veda, some in the middle of
Yajur-veda and some more in Sama-veda. But, in the smrti-granthas, we can easily find out the
material under the chosen heading.

Samanya-dharmas (general duties), visesa - dharmas (specific duties), and dpaddharmas
(duties in crisis) are given in a well-codified form. They are all neat presentations of rules - how
to treat your father, mother, wife, husband, children, a 'sisya, the guru, and so on. These are the
smrtis.

(Continues...)
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Stray Thoughts on Dharma

(by Sri. Jnanananda Bharathi Swamigal)
CHAPTER X
FORBEARANCE

1. Its Nature

The Sanskrit word 'Kshama' is ordinarily taken to
mean forbearance with respect to a harm done to us. Sri
Sankaracharya points out that it ought not to be
confounded with meekness but that it is really
forbearance by a person who is quite able to retaliate. If
a loafer chooses to abuse a great man, the latter will not
ordinarily stoop to bandy words with him but will
contemptuously ignore the abuse; this is not
forbearance, it is really a mixture of resentment and
pride. If a silly man out of ignorance abuses another, the
latter, aware as he is of the silliness and ignorance of the
former, will not resent the abuse, much less attempt to
retaliate; this is not forbearance, it is toleration born of pity and pride. Genuine forbearance is
where there is not the slightest trace of contempt, resentment, superciliousness, pity or pride or
other disagreeable sentiment which is incompatible with absolute goodness of heart. A person
can pardon an offence done to him only when he feels offended; forbearance is therefore quite
distinct from pardoning. It is pure Sattva. A dull-witted person may not feel offended at all when
abuses are showered upon him; he cannot be credited with forbearance; for his passive attitude
is due to insensibility, the result of Tamas . A man endowed with the virtue of forbearance is
usually very sensitive; but the armour that he wears is strong enough to ward off all attempts to
wound him and disturb his equilibrium. He remains therefore quite himself even in the midst of
provocation. Sage Valmiki in describing Sri Rama as the ideal man says of him ;-

T TARCIISRIVIT AHITCHTTT |
na smaratyapakaranam satamapyatmavattaya |

“He does not remember any disservice, though it be a hundredfold, as if he ever had control of
himself."
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This is not "forgetfulness" but "unmindfulness"; the former would imply only a weak
memory. It is really an attitude of mental vigour. The test to see whether there has been real
forbearance is at the time when an opportunity is given to help the individual who has harmed
us. If we entertain the slightest sense of pleasure at his situation when he is in need of help,
especially from ourselves, we fail in the test. If we graciously pardon him and magnanimously
go to his help, we fail equally in the test. If we help him and tell him at the same time that we are
doing so in spite of the harms done by him, we will ignominiously fail in the test. Very subtle are
the under-currents of the mind and it is very difficult to keep it pure according to the standard of
purity which alone can be called Sattva.

A tale from the Mahabharata may be interesting in this connection. Apart from the lesson of
forbearance which it inculcates in all its pureness, there are several side lessons which we can
derive from it and profit by.

(Will Continue..)
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