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We submit our efforts at the Holi Lotus Feet of Jagadguru Shankaracharya His Holiness Sri
Sri Sri Mahasannidhanam Sri Sri  Sri Bharatt Tirtha Mahaswamigal and Jagadguru
Shankaracharya His Holiness Sri Sri Sri Sannidhanam Sri Sri Sri Vidhushekhara Bharatt
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We took our small effort in bringing this book again in Sanskrit and Telugu word by word
meaning by Swamini Satyavrananda Saraswati. Disciple of PujyaSri Swami Dayananda
Saraswati, Arsha Vidya Gurukulam, Annaikatti Coimbatore and Swami Paramarthananda
Sarawati, Chennai. Swamini is the Managing Trustee of Akshara Vidya Trust, Chennai. Swamini
has completed 26 years of her teaching on Vedanta Prasthanatraya.

Pranams
Srimathi Veeramani
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Prasthanabheda
Of Madhusudana Sarasvati
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Now is begun the study of scriptures. All the scriptures have the truth of Bhagavan alone as

that which is to be known. Here the different perspectives are dealt with in brief.
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The Vedas are four in number—rgveda, yajurveda, samaveda and atharvaveda. The
vedangas are six — s$iksa (science of pronunciation), vyakaranam (grammar), niruktam
(etymology), Chandas (metre), jyautisam (astronomy and astrology), and kalpa (rituals). Thus
altogether there are fourteen vidyas. The upangas are four— purana, nyaya, mimamsa and
dharma s$astras. The upapuranas are included in the puranas —, vaisesika sastra is included in
nyaya, vedanta sastra in mimamsa, and mahabharata, ramayana, samkhya, patafjali yoga

sutra, pasupata, vaisnava, etc., are included in dharma sastra .

So has it been said by Sage Yajnavalkya — “The puranas, nyaya, mimamsa, dharma
sastra and the Vedas (including vedangas) together constitute the fourteen vidyas”. These,
along with the four upavedas are the eighteen vidyas. The four upavedas are— ayurveda,
dhanurveda (archery), gandharvaveda (music) and artha $astra (political science). These are
the only prasthanas for all astikas. The perspectives (prasthanas) of other ekadesina (those

who hold different views in some matters) are included in these.
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Objection: For nastikas there are other basis for scriptures also. Since they are not included
in these, they should be counted separately. Thus, one doctrine (prasthana) is the slinyavada
of the madhyamika Buddhists. Another is the momentary vijidnavada of the yogacaras. Yet
another is the theory of short-lived external objects known by assumption, of the sautrantikas.
Still another is the theory of the vaibhasikas according to which short-lived external objects are
known by perception. In this manner, there are four (prasthanas) doctrines of the Buddhists.
Then there is the theory of the carvakas which holds that the body itself is the Self. The
(prasthanas) doctrine of the digambaras is that an atma is different from the body and is of the
size of the body. Together there are six prasthanas of the nastikas. Why are they not

mentioned?
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Answer: True. But being outside the pale of the Vedas they are not even indirectly useful for

the attainment of the purusarthas (human life goal), they are like the of (prasthanas) doctrines
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of mlecchas (foreign, not conforming to the normal Hindu way of thinking) etc., and so must be
ignored. Here only the different perspectives which are useful for the attainment of the
purusarthas either directly or indirectly and which are in accordance with the Vedas are

mentioned. So there is no room for thinking that the number is inadequate.
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Now the different purposes of these (doctrines) prasthanas, which are the reason for the
differences in their nature, are being briefly set forth, for the education of the beginner. The
Vedas are not of human intellect, and the source of knowledge which enlightens about
Brahman and Dharma. They are composed of mantras (chanting) and brahmanas (prose).
Mantras enlighten about the materials and the devatas which are the components in the
performance of rituals. They are of three kinds — Rg, yajus and sama. The Rg mantras are
metrical in the form in metres such as gayatri, e.g., “agnimile purohitam”, etc. The same
mantras, when sung, are sama. Different from both these are yajur mantras. Nigadamantras
which address deities, such as “agnidagninvihara” are also included as yajur mantras. Thus

mantras are described.
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Brahmanas are also of three kinds—in the form of vidhi (injunction), in the form of
arthavada ( acclamation or censure) and one that is different from both these. The bhattas
hold that vidhi is sabdabhavana ( a sentence which has the tendency to make a person
undertake the action denoted by the verb). According to the prabhakaras, a vidhi is niyoga
(what enjoins an action). All the tarkikas hold that vidhi is istasadhanata (the means to a
desired end). Vidhi is of four kinds—utpattividhi, adhikaravidhi, viniyogavidhi and prayogavidhi.
The Utpattividhi (injunction of origination) is what indicates merely the general nature of a rite,
such as, “agneyo’stakapalo bhavati”. Adhikaravidhi or injunction of competence is that in
which the means of performing the sacrifice and the fruit thereof are indicated, such as,
“darsapldrnamasabhyam svargakamo yajeta”. Viniyogavidhi or injunction of application

[N ”

indicates the connection of a subsidiary with the principal, such as, “vrthibhiryajeta” “samidho
yajati”. Prayogavidhi or injunction of performance is that in which are indicated the method of
performance of the principal along with subsidiary rites and is of the nature of a combination of
the previously mentioned three vidhis {utpattividhi, adhikaravidhi, viniyogavidhi}. Some say

that it is srauta and others that it is kalpya.
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Rites are of two kinds— subsidiary rites and principal rites. The rites based on the
components of the performance of the sacrificial rite (such as the sacrificer, the deity, the
materials for the sacrifice, etc.,) are subsidiary rites. These are of four kinds—originating,
attaining, modifying and purificatory. In statements such as, “the brahmana should kindle the
fire in vasanta”, “he fashions the yipa”, there is the origin of divine fire and yipa by kindling
and fashioning. In statements such as, “one should study one’s branch of the veda”, “he milks
the cow”, there is the gaining knowledge of the vedas and obtaining milk. In sentences such
as, “One extracts soma rasd”, “One pounds the grains”’, “One melts the ghee”, there is
modification by extracting, pounding and melting. In “One sprinkles water on the grains”, “the
wife casts a brief look”, there is purification of the materials such as grains. These four are the

subsidiary rites.
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The principal rites based on the components of the sacrifice are also of two kinds—the
ancillary and the main. The ancillary rites are for purposes other than the main one.. The main
rites are not for the purpose of anything else. The ancillary rites are of two
kinds—sannipatyopakarakam (those that are basic helpful) and aradupakarakam (those which
are directly helpful). The former are those that constitute the body of the principal sacrifice.
The latter is what helps in achieving the result of the sacrifice. An instruction which is complete
with all the subsidiaries is known as ‘prakrti’. An instruction without all the subsidiaries is called
‘vikrti’. An instruction different from both of them is darvihoma. Others are also to be inferred

similarly. Thus the instruction has been explained.

Note- sannipatyopakarakam—mimamsa paribhasa says—These are those that directly or
indirectly constitute the body of the principal sacrifice and thereby contribute to the initial
unique result (apdrva) springing from that sacrifice; for instance, materials such as rice,
harvesting, sprinkling, etc., relating to them; deities like the Agni, and acts like recitation from
memory of sacrificial (yajia) and preliminary (anuvakya) hymns relating to them. Here rice,
etc., being converted into dough, cooked and they produce cakes, and through them generate
the body of the sacrifice and the initial unique result arising from it; sprinkling, etc., do the
same thing by imparting a spiritual quality to the rice, and separating, etc., by visible results,
such as removal of the husk. The sacrificial and preliminary hymns, etc., generate the body of
the sacrifice by imparting some purification to the deities and thereby contribute to the initial

unique result accruing from the sacrifice, while the deities do so directly.

aradupakaraka- It is an action which is enjoined by itself without reference to any
substance, etc., such as prayaja. It is useful for the generation of the parama apurva.

(arthasangraha).
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A statement of praise or censure which is an ornament to an injunction is an arthavada’
(explanatory passage). They are of three kinds—gunavada, anuvada and bhatarthavada.
When there is disagreement with another means of knowledge, it is gunavada, as for example
in, “The sacrificial post is the sun”. An explanatory passage which conveys a matter known
through another means of knowledge is anuvada, as in, “Fire is a remedy against cold”. A
passage which conveys a matter free from disagreement (contradiction) with any other means
of knowledge and not established by another means of proof is a bhitarthavada, such as,

‘Indra raised the thunder-bolt to strike vrtra”. Thus it has been said —- If there is
disagreement (contradiction),it would be a gunavada (statement of quality); in case of positive
statement already known, it would be an anuvada (repetition); where there is absence of both
of these it would be a bhatarthavada (a statement of the real state of affairs). Thus an
analytical passage is regarded as three-fold. Although all the different arthavadas are all
equally for the purpose of praise of injunctions, bhatarthavada are valid by themselves

according to the principle laid down in devatadhikarana.
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The validity of a means of proof consists in revealing what was not known before and is
not contradicted by any other means. Gunavada and Anuvada do not have validity because of
being contradicted and revealing only what is already known, respectively. As for the
bhatarthavada, even when its implication is not in its actual meaning, its validity with regard to
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its own content is not affected. Thus the topic arthavada is explained.
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Vedanta statements are different from both vidhi and arthavada. Though they reveal what

was not known, they are not vidhi (injunctions) because they do not enjoin the performance of
any act. They are meaningful by themselves, having their purport in Brahman which is the
human goal, absolute bliss and consciousness, as determined by the application of the six
marks such as commencement, conclusion, etc., being valid means of knowledge; all the
injunctions act as their accessories by bringing about purification of the mind, and they are not
subservient to anything else; so they are not arthavadas. So vedic sentences are different

from both. It is no defect that some vedic sentences are considered as vidhi when they merely
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reveal what was not known before and some sentences which convey valid knowledge without
having any word indicating an injunction are considered as bhatarthavada. Thus the three-fold
brahmana has been explained. Thus the veda which is constituted of the karmakanda and the

brahmakanda is the means of attaining dharma, artha, kdma and moksa.
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The Vedas are different for three kinds of application as Rg, yajus and sama, for the
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purpose of performance of sacrifices (offering). The hota uses Rg veda, the adhvaryu
yajurveda and the audgata samaveda. The brahma and the yajamana also use the same
Vedas. Atharvaveda is not used in yajfias. It is quite different, since it deals with the
performance of $anti, paustika, abhicara and other such karma. Each veda has many different
branches with differences in the texts. Thus, though in karmakanda, there are different
applications, in brahmakanda all the branches of the Vedas are of the same nature. Thus the

differences among the four Vedas due to different purposes have been stated.
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Now the differences among the vedangas are being stated. The purpose of the study of
siksa is the attainment of the knowledge of the svaras such as udatta, anudatta, svarita, and

the pronunciation of vowels and consonants as short, long and even longer. If the mantra are
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not correctly pronounced they can be calamitous. So it has been said- “If a mantrais
wrong in svara or in any letter, or is wrongly used, it does not have the intended meaning. It is
a verbal thunder-bolt that destroys the user, like Indra’s enemy because of a mistake in
svara”. siksa which is common to all the Vedas has been expounded by panini in five parts
beginning with, “Now | shall expound siksa”. Other munis have expounded separately for each

branch of the Vedas under the name ‘pratisakhya’.
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Note- Visvariipa, the son of Tvasta, was the purohit of the devas. While performing a yajia,
he gave part of the obligations to the asuras because his mother was an asura woman. Indra
became angry at this and killed him. Then his father Tvasta performed a sacrifice in order to
get a son who would kill Indra. Vrtrasura was born from that sacrificial fire. Tvasta committed a
mistake in chanting the svara of the mantra for the oblation (eucharist offering), because of
which, instead of the mantra meaning ‘the killer of Indra’, it meant ‘one who will be killed by
Indra’. As a result of this mistake in svara, Vrtrasura was killed by Indra in battle. This is the

episode referred to above.
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Vyakarana (grammar) is useful for performing rites by knowing the correct vedic word. It
was expounded by Bhagavan Panini with the grace of Mahesvara and consists of eight
chapters beginning with the stra, “vrddhiradaic”. Katyayana muni composed a varttika on the
Panini satras. On that varttika the mahabhasya was composed by Bhagavan Patafjali muni.
This grammar composed by the three munis which is a vedanga is called “mahesvaram”. It
should be noted that the grammars such as ‘kaumara’ are not vedangas but are meant only
for knowledge of worldly usages.
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When the correct pronunciation of letters and the correctness of words is learnt through
Siksa and vyakarana, the desire to know the meaning of the words in the vedic mantras arises.
For that purpose Bhagavan Yaska composed niruktam with thirteen chapters, beginning with
‘'samamnayah samamnatah’, ‘sa vyakhyatavyah’, etc. There the meaning of the words of the
vedic mantras has been expounded with the help of the four terms ‘noun’, verb’, ‘indeclinable’
and ‘prefix’. Since the mantras become instruments in a vedic rite by giving the knowledge of
what is to be performed and since the meaning of a sentence can be known only by knowing
the meaning of the words (of the sentence), nirukta is necessary for knowing the meaning of
the words in the mantra; otherwise performance of the rite will not be possible. It is not
possible to know the meanings of difficult passages such as, ‘srnyeva jarbhart turphart to’ by
any other means. The nighantu which gives the synonyms of the words for vedic materials
and deities is included in nirukta. The work ‘nighantu’ consisting of five chapters was

composed by Bhagavan Yaska himself.
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Thus, since the Rg mantras are metrical in form with each mantra in a particular metre,
and ignorance of the metres becomes an object of ridicule (contemptuous laughter at
someone), and performance of rites is prescribed on the basis of particular metres, the
knowledge of metres is desired. For explaining them ‘cchandovivrti’ consisting of eight

chapters and beginning with ‘dhih srih strim’ was composed by Bhagavan Pingala. In it, by the
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three chapters commencing with ‘alaukikam’ seven metres along with their internal variations,
namely, gayatrl, usnig, anustab, bbrhatl, panktih, tristub, jagati, have been described. In five
chapters beginning with “atha laukikam” the laukika metres which are useful for purana and
itihasa, etc., have been explained contextually(depending upon a set of circumstances), like

laukika words being explained in grammar.
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In order to know the time such as new-moon for the performance of vedic rites, jyotisa

was composed by Bhagavan Aditya and Garga and others and it is of many kinds.

For conveying knowledge about the manner in which vedic rites were to be performed,
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kalpasitras were composed, combining the traits of the various $akhas. They are of three
kinds, based on differences in method. The method to be adopted by the hota (Rgvedin) is
given in the sitras of sages asvalayana, $ankhayana, etc. Those for the adhvarya (yajurvedin)
are in the satras of baudhayana, apastamba, katyayana, etc. For the audgata (samavedin) the

sutras of latyayana, drahyayana, etc., are applicable.
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Thus the different purposes of the six vedangas have been explained.

Now the purposes of the four upangas will be stated. The puranas composed by
Bhagavan Badarayana deal with primary creation, secondary creation, the royal dynasties,
manvantaras and the histories of the dynasties They are eighteen in number—Brahma,
Padma, Vaisnava, Saiva, Bhagavata, Naradiya, Markandeya, Agneya, Bhavisya,
Brahmavaivarta, Linga, Varaha, Skanda, Vamana, Kaurmam, Matsya, Garuda and

Brahmanda.

Many kinds of Upapuranas are to be noted as follows—‘ O great among knowers of the
Vedas, the first (Upapurana) was spoken by Sanatkumara, the second is Narasimha; the third
is Nanda. The fourth is Sivadharyakhya, the fifth Daurvasa, the sixth is Naradiyakhya, the
seventh is Kapila, the eighth is Manava, spoken by usanas. Then Brahmanda and Varuna.
Then Kalipurana by Vasistha. Then Vasisthalaingdkhya by Mahedvara. Then
Sambapuranakhya and then the wonderful Sauram. Then Parasara and then Marica. Then
Bhargava which is the means for all dharma and artha. Thus there are many kinds of

Upapuranas.
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Nyaya anviksikT consisting of five chapters was composed by Gautama. The purpose of
that work is the knowledge of the truth through the enumeration, definition and examination of
the sixteen categories known as means of valid knowledge, object of valid knowledge, doubt,
purpose, example, established conclusion, component part, indirect argument, decisive
knowledge, argument for truth, argument for victory, destructive argument, fallacious (false)
reason, dialectic (logical) quibbling, specious objections and the vulnerable point, Vaisesika
sastra consisting of ten chapters was composed by kanada. Its purpose is the exposition of
the six categories- substance, quality, activity, generality, particularity and inherence and the
seventh category, non-existence with their similarities and dissimilarities. This is also denoted

by the word nyaya.
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Mimamsa is two-fold as karmamimamsa and $arirrakamimamsa. The karmamimamsa
consisting of twelve chapters beginning with "athato dharmajijiasa"” and ending with
"anvaharye ca darsanat" was composed by Bhagavan Jaimini. The topics dealt with in the
twelve chapters are, in order, the following:-- dharmapramanam, dharmabhedabhedau,
sesasesibhavah, kratvarthapurusarthabhedena prayuktiviSesah, srutyarthapathanadibhih
kramabhedah, adhikaravisesah, samanyatidesah, visesatidesah, Ghah, badhah, tantram and

prasanga.

Nov - 2024 V%J Page 30 of 47



advaitam paramanandam

samkarsanakandam consisting of four chapters was also composed by Jaimini. Though
it is known by the name ‘devatakanda’, it comes under karmamimamsa itself because it

expounds the karma known as upasana.
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Sarirakamimamsa, consisting of four chapters, beginning with “athato brahmaijijiasad” and
ending with “anavrttih $abdat”, which is the means for the realization of the identity of jiva and

brahman and which instructs about the principles governing inquiry known as sravana, was
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composed by Bhagavan Badarayan. It is shown in the first chapter that the full import of all the
vedantic statements is that they have as their purport, directly or indirectly, the non-dual
brahman which is identical with the indwelling self. In the first pada of this chapter the
statements which clearly refer to Brahman are examined. In the second pada, statements
which refer to Brahman to be meditated on and in which the indicatory marks about Brahman
are not clear are considered. In the third pada the statements examined are those in which
indicatory marks about Brahman are not clear and which mostly deal with Brahman to be
known. With these three padas the examination of statements is complete. In the fourth pada,
the main subject is the examination of terms such as ‘avyakta’, ‘aja’, etc., about which there is
doubt.
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Thus, it having been established that the full import of the vedantas is in the non-dual
Brahman, the possible objections that can be raised on the basis of smrti, reasoning, etc., are
answered in the second chapter and it is established there is no contradiction. In the first pada
of this chapter the objections of sankhya, yoga, etc., and of the reasonings based on sankhya,
etc., to the vedantic import are answered. In the second pada it is established that sankhya
and the other systems are wrong, in order to fulfill the requirement that inquiry should consist
of the twin facets of establishing one’s own view and demolishing that of the opponent. In the
third apda the mutual contradictions among the srutis dealing with the creation of the subtle
elements, etc., are reconciled in the earlier part. In the later part the contradictions relating to
the jiva are reconciled. In the fourth pada the contradictions in the sSrutis dealing with the

indriyas are reconciled.
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The third chapter explains the means (to realization). In the first pada dispassion is
engendered by the description of the jiva’s going to other worlds and returning. In the earlier
part of the second pada the meaning of ‘tvam’ is examined; in the later part the meaning of
‘tat’. In the third pada the words referring to nirgunabrahman which are repeated in the
different $akhas are combined; incidentally, the combination and non-combination of the traits
of nirguna and saguna upasanas mentioned in the different $akhas are dealt with. In the fourth
pada the external means of the meditation on nirgunabrahman such as asrama and yajia and

the proximate means such as $ama, dama, etc., and sravana, nididhyasana are explained.
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In the fourth chapter the difference in the results of sagunavidya and nirgunavidya is
determined. In the first pada thereof, the person who lives after having realized nirguna
brahman by repeated sravana, etc., is said to have attained jivanmukti with papa and punya
which do not affect him. (The prarabdhakarma consisting of papa and punya continues until
the fall of the body, but the jivanmukta is not affected by them.). In the second pada the
manner in which the soul of the dying man departs is discussed. In the third pada the northern
path of the knower of the sagunabrahman after death is described. In the earlier part of the
fourth pada the attainment of videhakaivalya by the knower of nirgunabrahman is described.
In the later part the stay in brahmaloka of the meditator on sagunabrahman is stated. This is
the summit of all the scriptures. This alone is to be adopted by seekers of liberation, since all

other $astras are subservient to this, as stated by SrT Samkara Bhagavatpada.
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Dharmasastras, composed by manu, yajiavalkya, visnu, yama, angira, vasistha, daksa,
samvarta, satatapa, parasara, gautama, sankha, likhita, harita, apastamba, usana, vyasa,
katyayana, brhaspati, devala, narada, paithinasi and others, describe the details of the various
varnas and asramas. Similarly, the mahabharata composed by vyasa and ramayana
composed by valmiki are also included in dharmasastra and known by the name of itihasa.
Though samkhya, etc are included in dharmasastra, they are to be dealt with separately

because they are referred to by their own names.

008y, SSegzdeyg g, A0, @oHBHE,H3BR, BF,

D0DG, 3°e°esS D004,

55, FopdDes, 558¢5, 953020, 5%:5,53°8,
sve'é"goﬁosé,aoa@(b@,ééo,mdcs,

283D IwdserHd 083

TeOH2ES SHRFRRNeN HedPR0eD , e HB0D DHBoHD.

OBEHINT TGINEDES BTG50 B0Sw TS 6D TrSraDHEKsMe cﬁdéavg&’me)és
0BT HBNBONBE] @D KIEHBHM FBHEVBveOT  TREG,H. AroPgdn IncsOHOD
éd&@@é&oe’iﬁ @oé@aﬁ@o@é&béé & , 508 K)Sf%agsine)és DBBotseacsrey H 763 SEMS

$BtfeBoisHORANYB.

3y deIJSCIET FAU TcdR 39der:| dAgdedarsel T safed i@
IRARTE Rfkcar . e A RBwew: Rgfeafa |
SEAYATICA RAUrdr X oG NEaeAAed - LA fAeaieseeataor diaiea: | d3a

~

AT TUEYAcHS TEAEAlec] $od | Ud aEHerieasi™ agﬁﬁf J arEEde: |
FEAEAALAGTedddHT | Tdd AT AT OTEIhHAEANIA, |
AcEATTAA  J>aTedRATcHS HIAMET Joidd, | a8 I ATIREIAT JAISleTd |

Nov - 2024 V%J Page 36 of 47



advaitam paramanandam

MRS ICEIEREICI IR [ERREIC] CECRIERRERICIC] [BIESINITEE R

MTAcHTRIT A AT 21T FATToTH ||

e 365:5&@053:65 E30es S&°YE DS, égoﬁaaasdévgg T 25508 degho FB8Fr0B0Ho
Doy oo Adedo  exy R)QF?‘)@ | Qérnééaa%e‘ég%séésoééo@afdwsw@oﬁrﬁ&S -
FIODHIORESEes Ko | SB9S DSBS DosFTredo YT oSG0 Ko | o TETBT2D
BVBB S FYBSs | S PR0IFONBIToBESRS | $B9H DHBS TBEEPPFTOTT DTS |
B ENIIHIS  Domrrrgasrgfo svFPo Pedeo | ¥y S DACHJovrigRS HAwesSo |
FRPQHSSTTETD  DRAAHEB  CSPIrENEGITTSE.  DBeEFYSY B IS@N SIS B SSgpSo
QAReso | |

Corresponding to the four Vedas there are four upavedas. Ayurveda has eight parts entitled
sutram, sariram, aindriyam, cikitsa, nidanam, vimanam, vikalpa, and siddhi. These were
expounded by brahmaprajapati, asvi, dhanvantari, indra, bharadvaja, atreya, agnivesya and
others and consolidated by caraka. Another treatise of five parts on the same subject was
composed by susruta. There are also works by vagbhata and others. Although there are so
many works, there is no difference in the sastra. Kamasastra is also included in ayurveda,
since the work on kamasastra named vajikarana by susruta is included there. The kamasastra
consisting of five chapters was composed by vatsyayana. Its purpose is to engender
dispassion towards sense-pleasures, since enjoyment of sense-objects even in the manner
shown by the $astras leads only to sorrow. The benefit from the science of treatment is the

knowledge of disease and its cause and recovery from disease and the means therefore.
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Dhanurveda, with four parts, is the work of visvamitra. The first part isdiksapa, the
second samgrahapada, the third is siddhipada and the fourth is prayogapada. In the first part
the nature of the bow and description of the competent person are given. Though the

conventional meaning of the term ‘dhanuh’ is ‘bow’, it covers all similar weapons (in the term

Nov - 2024 V*J Page 38 of 47



advaitam paramanandam

dhanurveda). They are of four kinds—what is discharged, what is not discharged, what is both
discharged and not discharged and what is discharged by machine. Chakra, etc., are what are
discharged. Sword, etc., are what are not discharged. Spear and similar weapons are what
are both discharged and not discharged. Arrows etc., are what are discharged by machine.
Those that are discharged are called ‘astra’. What is not discharged is called shastram. That is
of many kinds, named brahma, vaisnava, pasupata, prajapatya, agneya, etc. The ksatriya
youth and their followers who have the right to use the four kinds of weapons, along with their
divine counterparts and those with mantras, fall into four categories—those on foot, those in

chariots, those mounted on elephants and those mounted on horses.

In the first pada, initiation, anointing, omens, invocation, etc., are all dealt with. In the
second pada the method of acquiring all kinds of weapons along with their characteristics, as
well as the method of acquiring an acharya and his characteristics are given. In the third pada
the repeated practice of the weapons acquired through the Guru and the acquisition of the
mantra and the deity are described. The method of using the weapons acquired by the
repeated worship of deities is described in the fourth pada. The purpose of dhanurveda is
fighting, which is the duty of ksatriyas, punishment of the evil-doers and protection of the
people from thieves, etc. This is dhanurveda composed by viSvamitra following

brahmaprajapati and others.
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The gandharvaveda $astra was expounded by Bhagavan Bharata. It is made up of many
constituents such as song, musical instruments, dance, etc. The purpose of gandharvaveda is

worship of God, nirvikalpakasamadhyadi, etc.
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Arthasastra is of many kinds-- law, the science of the horse, architecture, cooking, and

the 64 kald’s. They were all expounded by various sages. These are all for worldly purposes.

Thus the eighteen vidyas are covered by the term ‘trayr’. Otherwise there would be a

deficiency in the number.
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The samkhya sastra expounded by Bhagavan Kapila consists of six chapters commencing
with “The total removal of the three kinds of sorrow is the ultimate human goal”. In the first
chapter objects of sense are described; in the second chapter the effects of pradhana; in the
third, dispassion towards sense-objects; in the fourth chapter, the stories of persons who had
acquired detachment, such as pingala, kurava and others. In the fifth chapter the views of the
opponents are dealt with. In the sixth chapter the whole subject is summarized. The purpose

of the samkhya $astra is the discrimination between prakriti and purusa.
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The yoga $astram consisting of four padas and commencing with “atha yoganusasanam”
was expounded by Bhagavan Patajali. In the first chapter samadhi which is of the nature of
the restraint of the vrttis of the mind, and its means in the form of repeated practice and
dispassion are explained. In the second pada, for the attainment of samadhi even by a
distracted mind the eight limbs, yama, niyama, asana, pranayama, pratyahara, dharana,
dhyana and samadhi are described. In the third pada yogic powers and in the fourth pada
kaivalya or absolute freedom are described. The purpose is the attainment of nididhyasana by

the restraint of contrary thoughts.
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The pasupata sastra of five chapters beginning with “Now therefore we shall explain the
method of pasupati yoga” was composed by pasupati for the release of the pasu (human
beings) from bondage. There, in the five chapters the effect (ksrya), jiva the pasu, the cause
(karanam), the Lord the pati, yoga which is fixing the mind on pasupati, and vidhi which is
bathing three times a day with sacred ash, etc., are dealt with. The purpose is moksa which
means the end of all sorrow (duhkhantah). This is what is known as

“karyakaranayogavidhiduhkhanta”.
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Pafcaratram, the vaisnava sastram, was composed by narada and others. In it four
entities, vasudeva, samkarsana, pradyumna and aniruddha are mentioned. Bhagavan

Vasudeva is the supreme Lord and the cause of everything. From Him emanates (emerge) the
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jiva known as samkarsana. From him pradyumna, the mind. From him emanates (emerge)
ahamkara known as aniruddha. All these are part-incarnations of Lord Vasudeva Himself and
non-different from Him and so it is said that one becomes fulfiled by devoting the mind,

speech and body to the worship of Bhagavan Vasudeva.
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Thus the different prasthanas have been described. All these together can be reduced to
just three prasthanas—arambhavada, parinamavada, and vivartavada. The paramanas
(atoms) of four kinds, namely of earth, water, fire and air, combine into double atoms and then
develop into the whole universe; the effect. which is previously non-existent, comes into
existence because of the act of causation. This is the first prasthana, (drambhavada) of the
tarkikas and mimamsakas. Pradhana which is constituted of the three gunas, sattva, rajas and
tamas, becomes transformed into mahat, ahamkara, etc., and finally becomes the universe;
the effect, which exists even earlier in subtle form is manifested by the act of causation. This is

the second prasthana (parinamavada) held by samkhya, patafjali yoga and pasupata.

The vaisnavas hold that the universe is the transformation of Brahman. The third view, that
of the brahmavadins, is that the self-luminous, non-dual Brahman which is supreme bliss
appears illusory as the universe because of its own maya. The views of all the munis who are
the exponents of the prasthanas culminate in vivartavada and their ultimate purport is in the
non-dual Supreme Being who is the subject-matter of all the prasthanas. Those munis were
not deluded; they were omniscient (and knew the ultimate truth).. But, since people whose
minds are engrossed in worldly objects cannot be directly initiated into the supreme human
goal, and in order to prevent their succumbing (poisoned) to crass materialism, the munis
propounded different methods to suit the capacity and inclination of different classes of
people. Without knowing their real intention, those who assume that meanings which are
contrary to the true import of the Vedas were what were intended by them, and take those

alone to be what are meant to be accepted, follow various paths. Thus everything is clear.
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Jagadguru $ri Vidhusekhara Bharati Svamin paying obeisance to

Jagadguru $ri Bharati Tirtha Mahasviamin
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